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partment of Natural Resources 
website at www.iowadnr.gov 
and click on “Hunting.” (Re-
view the Proposed Changes) 

Interested parties may make 
written suggestions or com-
ments on the proposals on or 
before May 23. Written com-
ments may be directed to Wild-
life Bureau Chief, Wallace State 
Office Building, 502 E.9th St., 
Des Moines, IA 50319-0034, by 
email to wildlife@dnr.iowa.
gov, or by fax at 515-281-6794. 
Persons wishing to convey their 
comments orally may contact 
the Wildlife Bureau by phone at 
515-281-5034, or visit the fourth 
floor of the Wallace State Office 
Building during regular busi-
ness hours. 

The public hearing will 
begin at 1 p.m., May 23, on the 
fourth floor of the Wallace State 
Office Building in Des Moines. 
Persons may present their 
views either orally or in writ-
ing. Participants will be asked 
to give their name and address 
for the record and to confine 
their remarks to the subject of 
the amendments. 

Any person who intends to 
attend the public hearing and 
has special requirements, such 
as those related to hearing or 
mobility impairments, should 
contact the Iowa Department 
of Natural Resources to request 
specific accommodations.

Plan Now for Next 
Winter for Pheasants, 

Other Wildlife
Now is the time to begin 

planning shelterbelts and food 

plots for next winter.   
Winter food plots of corn, 

sorghum, or other grains are 
used by all kinds of wildlife 
to help them survive.   Well-
designed shelterbelts provide 
important cover and food plots 
an additional food source to 
help pheasant, quail, and other 
wildlife survive periods of 
heavy snow.   

“There have been few docu-
mented cases of pheasants actu-
ally starving to death in Iowa,” 
said Todd Bogenschutz, upland 
wildlife research biologist with 
the Department of Natural Re-
sources.   “Virtually all of Iowa’s 
winter mortality is attributed 
to severe winter storms with 
the birds dying of exposure to 
predators or the weather.”   

Shelterbelts provide excel-
lent winter cover for pheasants 
and other wildlife from expo-
sure from predators or weather.   
A food plot associated with 
a shelterbelt likely improves 
survival.   

So why plant food plots for 
pheasants if they seldom starve 
in winter?   

“First, food plots provide 
winter habitat as well as food. 
In fact, if properly designed and 
large enough, the habitat created 
by a food plot is much more 
beneficial to wildlife than the 
food itself.   Second, food plots 
allow pheasants to obtain a meal 
quickly thereby limiting their 
exposure to predators and maxi-
mizing their energy reserves,” 
said Bogenschutz.   “If hens have 
good fat supplies coming out of 
the winter, they are more likely 
to nest successfully.”   

Bogenschutz offers the fol-
lowing suggestions for plan-
ning shelterbelts and food plots 
for pheasant and quail:

Corn and sorghum grains 
provide the most reliable food 
source throughout the winter 
as they resist lodging in heavy 
snows.   Pheasants prefer corn 
to sorghum, although sorghum 
provides better winter habitat.   
Sorghum is also less attractive 
to deer.

Place food plots away from 
tall deciduous trees that pro-
vide raptors with a place sit 
and watch food plots and next 
to wetlands, CRP fields, and 
multi-row shrub-conifer shel-
terbelts that provide good win-
ter habitat.

Size of food plots depends 
upon its placement.   If the plot 
is next to good winter cover, a 
smaller plot can be installed, 
but two-acres at minimum.   If 
winter cover is marginal, like a 
ditch, then plot must be larger) 
to provide cover as well as food, 
like 5-10 acres.

Depending on the amount 
of use some food plots can be 
left for two years.   The weedy 
growth that follows in the sec-
ond year provides excellent 
nesting, brood rearing, and 
winter habitat for pheasants 
and other upland wildlife.   
Food plots that have heavy 
deer use generally need to be 
replanted every year.

Cost-share assistance or 
seed for food plot establish-
ment is available from most 
county Pheasants Forever chap-
ters or local coops.   People can 
also contact their local wildlife 

biologist for information on 
how to establish and design 
shelterbelts or food plots that 
benefit wildlife. 

http://www.iowadnr.gov/
Environment/LandSteward-
ship/WildlifeLandownerAs-
sistance/TechnicalAssistance.
aspx

Commission Approves 
Changes to Fall Hunting 

Seasons
Changes to Iowa’s water-

fowl, deer and furbearer sea-
sons, were approved during the 
April 12 meeting of the Natural 
Resource Commission of the 
Iowa Department of Natural 
Resources. 

The season proposals will 
be available for public com-
ment in May prior to a public 
hearing on May 23. 

Approved changes to the 
waterfowl regulations include 
a three zone, two season split 
with the Missouri River zone 
as the new third zone, and 
reduced Canada goose zone 
boundaries in some areas. 

Changes to the resident 
deer hunting seasons this fall 
include reducing the county 
antlerless quotas by 13,000 in 
20 counties, eliminating the 
November antlerless deer sea-
son, and shortening the January 
antlerless season by one week. 

Approved changes to fur-
bearer regulations include in-
creasing the bobcat quota from 
350 to 450 and river otter quota 
from 650 to 850. 

DNR Offers Help 
During Extended CRP 

Signup
The USDA has extended the 

signup deadline for the general 
Conservation Reserve Program, 
a popular way for landowners 
to conserve land while improv-
ing soil, water and wildlife 
habitat.

  The deadline moved from 
April 6 to 13, giving farmers an 
extra week to enroll in the pro-
gram at their local USDA Farm 
Service Agency office. 

That gives interested land-
owners more time to make 
decisions about which plants to 
plant and which acres to enroll 
or re-enroll. Those decisions 
are important because the Farm 
Service Agency evaluates the 
offers based on the contract cost 
and the Environmental Benefits 
Index. 

The DNR’s biologists and 
foresters can help land own-
ers increase their scores on the 
Environmental Benefits Index, 
enhancing their changes of 
having the contract accepted. 
Higher scores indicate more 
benefits, increasing protection 
for water quality, soil erosion 
and wildlife habitat. For ex-
ample, choosing the steepest 
land to put in CRP will reduce 
soil erosion more than enrolling 
a flatter field. Planting trees or 
a diverse mix of native grasses 
and wildflowers will provide 
a higher score than planting a 
stand of non-native cool season 
grass, but may take more man-
agement and be more costly to 
initially establish.

“Another thing to consider 
is that it’s not about the price 
of corn anymore, it’s about the 
profit margin,” said Todd Bo-
genschutz, the DNR’s pheasant 
biologist. “Input costs, includ-
ing rent, are going up. So with 
$5 and $6 corn, that definitely 
should be a consideration on 
marginal ground.” 

  The DNR’s wildlife bi-
ologists and foresters can offer 
help on plant species that will 
help landowners meet their 
goals for wildlife and erosion 
control. Find out more about 
how to make a competitive 
CRP bid at www.iowadnr.gov 
or www.fsa.usda.gov.

IDAHO
Access modifications 
at sand creek w m a in 

effect until july 1
The recovery of trumpeter 

swans in the Yellowstone Eco-
system has been one of wildlife 
management’s success stories 
over the past seventy five years. 

Among the key locations 
in the ongoing recovery efforts 
has been the Idaho Department 
of Fish & Game’s Sand Creek 
Wildlife Management Area 
near St. Anthony.

The continued attempts to 
nest by trumpeter swans at the 
Sand Creek WMA means that 
Fish and Game will once again 
delay opening access to por-
tions of the WMA until July 1. 

Areas that are specifically 
restricted from all public access 
include Ponds 3 and 4 in the 
main pond complex. It is im-


