
47
Magazine and web pages ads starting from $120/Yr

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, PO Box 120089, New Brighton, MN 55112  612-868-9169 Cell46
We are the largest read hunting/dog magazine

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, PO Box 120089, New Brighton, MN 55112  612-868-9169 Cell

June/July 2012                                                         Now in our Twentieth year                                                       www.Bdarn.com June/July  2012                               We average over a half-million hits a month on the net.                              www.Bdarn.com

the red envelope at http://
georgiawildlife.com/hunting/
archery-shooting-ranges and 
sign up!  

Range visitors should note 
that most areas require posses-
sion of a  Georgia Outdoor Rec-
reational Pass (GORP) or other 
qualifying license prior to use.   
Be sure you have the appro-
priate license before visiting.   
For information, visit http://
georgiawildlife.com/hunting/
archery-shooting-ranges.  

Georgia DNR Accepting 
Public Comment on Grant to 
Increase Public Access

Expanding and enhanc-
ing public access to Wildlife 
Management areas is a priority 
for the Georgia Department of 
Natural Resources, Wildlife 
Resources Division (WRD).   A 
grant received by WRD will as-
sist with this priority, but first 
the agency is seeking public 
comment for a required envi-
ronmental assessment prior to 
the funds being awarded.  

The grant is through the Vol-
untary Public Access-Habitat 
Incentive Program of the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture’s 
Farm Service Agency. Using 
the existing Wildlife Manage-
ment Area (WMA) program as 
a model, WRD’s grant proposal 
will provide new public hunt-
ing and fishing opportunities 
through participating landown-
ers.  

“Our goal is to enroll an 
additional 15,000 WMA acres 
as well as add 1,000 to 1,200 
acres of dove fields,” says 
Alex Coley, assistant chief of 
Game Management. “Partici-

pating landowners will benefit 
from improved wildlife habitat 
through technical guidance, 
management recommendations 
and habitat development from 
WRD personnel.” 

The state currently leases 
more than 120,000 acres of 
WMAs and dove fields for the 
current public access program. 
This grant would expand this 
acreage by providing more 
than $300,000 for the next three 
years.  

Also allowable may be rec-
reational activities that are 
compatible with hunting and 
fishing. These include bird 
watching, hiking, nature ob-
servation and canoeing as well 
as possibly mountain biking 
and horseback riding. These 
activities will be negotiated 
in the individual landowner 
agreements.  

Wildlife Resources will 
evaluate potential lands for 
appropriate habitat and acces-
sibility. These lands will receive 
promotion in the official Geor-
gia Hunting Seasons & Regula-
tions guide and through media 
outreach.  

A portion of the grant pro-
vides coordination for private 
landowners to offer public 
hunting, fishing and other out-
door recreation opportunities 
on their land -- without being 
added to the WMA system. 
These public offerings could be 
targeted to specific groups such 
as youth, people with disabili-
ties, or other special audiences, 
as directed by the donor or the 
agency.  

WRD conducted a Pro-
grammatic Environmental As-
sessment (PEA) as part of the 
grant process. The public is 
encouraged to review the PEA 
and the full proposal, then 
provide comments. Comments 
will be accepted through April 
14, 2012.  

You can find the proposal, 
PEA and how to comment at 
www.georgiawildlife.com/
node/2892 .  

New Mobile App on 
Target for Georgia 

Outdoorsmen!
Enhance your outdoor ex-

perience by downloading the 
new mobile app from the Geor-
gia Department of Natural Re-
sources.   The Official Georgia 
DNR Pocket Ranger® Mobile 
Tour Guide is offered free and is 
on-target for all hunters, fisher-
men and outdoorsmen accord-
ing to the Georgia Department 
of Natural Resources, Wildlife 
Resources Division.  

The Pocket Ranger® is an 
all-encompassing app that 
allows you to explore the out-
doors like you never have 
before. Pocket Ranger® gives 
users full access to informa-
tion for each of Georgia’s DNR 
facilities—look up hunting 
regulations, retrieve facility 
maps, buy licenses and per-
mits and stay current on our 
events. The app’s advanced 
GPS section allows users to 
track, mark, record and share 
their explorations and discov-
eries easily with other Pocket 
Ranger® users as well as family 
and friends.  

This new app, developed for 
IPhone and Android platforms, 
uses some of the most advanced 
GPS smartphone technology 
to provide users with valuable 
features that will enhance their 
visits to Wildlife Management 
Areas (WMA), Public Fishing 
Areas (PFA) and other state 
owned lands. The app—devel-
oped collaboratively between 
Georgia’s Department of Natu-
ral Resources and ParksByNa-
ture Network—is available for 
free to smartphone users, and 
can be downloaded by visiting 
Apple iTunes, Android Market 
or www.StateParkApps.com. 

“The new Pocket Ranger® 
Mobile Tour Guide makes ex-
ploring Georgia’s outdoor areas 
easier than ever,” said Dan For-
ster, Wildlife Resources Direc-
tor. “It has an activity search 
feature which allows you to 
find the closest place to hunt, 
fish, ride horses, bird watch 
or just explore trails.   It also 
includes detailed descriptions 
of each area with all amenities 
available at the site, current 
weather reports and maps for 
WMAs, PFAS and all state 
owned lands.”  

GPS technology plays a 
pivotal role in the app’s safety 
functions, including a safety 
alert feature that informs des-
ignated contacts on your phone 
of your GPS coordinates in case 
of an emergency.  

“I am very excited about 
the new safety alert feature 
which will assist us finding 
your location if you are lost,” 
said Forster.   “This technol-
ogy will aid our Conservation 

Rangers in providing assistance 
if needed.”  

This spring, Pocket Rang-
er® introduces GeoChallenge, 
a new feature that includes 
geoquest activities as well as 
games. Enjoy the fun, new ways 
to navigate, learn and explore 
your favorite areas by complet-
ing the various challenges. The 
challenges and quests will be 
added and updated regularly.  

With an extensive list of 
features, social sharing options 
and safety functions, the Official 
Georgia DNR Pocket Ranger® 
Mobile Tour Guide is one of 
the most highly developed, free 
apps on the market. Download 
it today to begin the fun!

IOWA
Public Comments 

Sought on Proposed 
Changes to Deer, 

Waterfowl, Furbearer 
Seasons

Public comment is being 
sought through May 23 on 
changes to Iowa’s waterfowl, 
deer and furbearer seasons, ap-

proved recently by the Natural 
Resource Commission. A public 
hearing to discuss the changes 
and accept comments will be 
held at 1 p.m. May 23 on the 4th 
floor of the Wallace State Office 
Building in Des Moines. 

The proposed waterfowl 
changes include a three-zone, 
two-season split, with the Mis-
souri River zone as the new 
third zone.   The change would 
also reduce the Canada goose 
zone boundaries and allow 
landowners and their families 
to have the opportunity to 
hunt their own land within the 
closed zone. 

Proposed resident deer 
hunting changes include re-
ducing the county antlerless 
quotas by 13,000 in 20 counties, 
eliminating the November ant-
lerless deer season, shortening 
the January antlerless season by 
one week and limiting hunters 
who obtain an early muzzle-
loader license from obtaining 
an antlerless license during ei-
ther of the two shotgun seasons.

To read the proposals in 
their entirety, go to the Iowa De-


