
43
Magazine and web pages ads starting from $120/Yr

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, PO Box 120089, New Brighton, MN 55112  612-868-9169 Cell42
We are the largest read hunting/dog magazine

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, PO Box 120089, New Brighton, MN 55112  612-868-9169 Cell

June/July 2012                                                         Now in our Twentieth year                                                       www.Bdarn.com June/July  2012                               We average over a half-million hits a month on the net.                              www.Bdarn.com

clinics, seminars, and edu-
cational hunts, the program 
focuses on teaching the skills, 
ethics and traditions of hunting 
to novice women.

The clinic begins at 8:30 a.m. 
and is scheduled to conclude 
mid-afternoon of the same day.

For additional details, or 
to register for the class, please 
contact Kathleen Tadvick at 
970-255-6181.

Prairie Chicken Tours 
offer Colorado wonder

Birders, families, and wild-
life fans alike will delight in 
this opportunity to watch the 
annual courtship dance of the 
greater prairie chicken, one 
of Colorado’s amazing avian 
inhabitants.   On weekends 
throughout March and April, 
the town of Wray, Colorado 
in partnership with the Colo-
rado Parks and Wildlife, will 
offer guided tours to view the 
birds - locally called the “sand-
hill dancers” - in their natural 
habitat.

“Many birders visit Wray 
to see the prairie chickens and 
mark them off their “Life Lists” 
for bird watching,” said Josh 
Melby, district wildlife manager 
for Wray, “ What they find here 
is one of the most fascinating 
and memorable mating rituals 
they’ll ever see in the wild.”

Each year, wildlife enthu-
siasts and birdwatchers come 
from around the world to enjoy 
this rare opportunity to view 
greater prairie chickens and 
their exotic courtship display. 
To ensure that wildlife watchers 

avoid any harmful disturbance 
to the birds during the court-
ship period, tour participants 
will use a special viewing blind, 
seating only 20 people per 
trip. Reservations are required. 
For more information, go to: 
http://www.wraychamber.
net or call the Wray Chamber 
of Commerce at 970-332-3484.

Greater prairie chickens 
were declared endangered in 
1972, but have recovered due 
to cooperative efforts of local 
landowners and the Colorado 
Parks and Wildlife. There are 
approximately 10,000 to 12,000 
greater prairie chickens in the 
state at this time, most of which 
live on private property in the 
sandhill region of northeast 
Colorado.

The greater prairie chick-
en tours are made possible 
through a cooperative effort of   
Colorado Parks and Wildlife, 
the East Yuma County Histori-
cal Society, the Wray Chamber 
of Commerce, and local land-
owners and volunteers. The 
town of Wray is located on US 
hwy 34, about three hours driv-
ing time from Denver or Fort 
Collins.

Did you know?
- Colorado is home to 9 

species of grouse; the greater 
prairie chicken, lesser prairie 
chicken, dusky grouse (former-
ly blue grouse), sharp-tailed 
grouse, greater sage grouse, 
Gunnison sage grouse, the 
mountain sharp-tailed grouse, 
the plains sharp-tailed grouse 
and white tailed ptarmigan. All 
grouse have feathered legs.

- You can participate in 

tours to see the sharp-tailed 
grouse courtship dances in the 
Yampa Valley, and the greater 
sage grouse in Walden. For in-
formation, see http://wildlife.
state.co.us/Viewing/Events-
Festivals/

-Some traditional dances 
of the North American Plains 
Indians are believed to have 
been inspired by the courtship 
dances of the prairie chicken.

-The Conservation Reserve 
Program of the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture may be one 
helpful tool for prairie-chicken 
conservation. Farmers enrolled 
in the program agree to plant 
appropriate vegetation on eli-
gible fields, field edges and 
stream banks to create wild-
life habitat and retain topsoil. 
Agricultural lands restored to 
grasslands under the CRP pro-
gram could be valuable habitat 
for Greater Prairie-Chickens in 
some areas. To learn more about 
the CRP and/or how you can 
enroll see: http://www.fsa.
usda.gov/FSA/crp 

For more information about 
viewing wildlife in Colorado, 
go to:

http://wildlife.state.co.us/
Viewing/Pages/Viewing.aspx

Delaware
2012 Delaware Junior 
Duck Stamp winners 

announced
Statistic entries created by 

students in grades K through 
12 from all over the state were 
judged in the 2012 Junior Duck 
Stamp Contest. Winners are on 

display at the Bombay Hook 
National Wildlife Refuge Visi-
tor Center near Smyrna now 
through Saturday, April 7.

Maria Ji, a 16-year-old from 
Wilmington and first place win-
ner for grades 10 through 12, 
won best of show for the third 
consecutive year. Her acrylic 
painting depicts a spectacled 
eider on the water. 

Second runner-up was Tony 
Monaco, age 11, of Seaford, for 
his oil painting of a Canada 
goose. 

Third runner-up was Han-
nah Doyle, age 12, of Seaford, 
for her watercolor of a green-
winged teal.

Maria’s winning Duck 
Stamp entry will be judged 
along with other state winners 
on April 20 in the Federal Junior 
Duck Stamp Design Contest, 
sponsored by the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service’s Office of the 
Interior and slated to be held 
this year at the Patuxent Re-
search Refuge in Laurel, Md., 
near Washington, D.C. The 
best of show winner of the fed-
eral competition will have his 
or her artwork made into the 
2012-2013 Junior Duck Stamp 
and will also receive a $5,000 
scholarship.

“The Junior Duck Stamp 
program is unique because it 
teaches biology and habitat 
conservation through scien-
tific observation and artistic 
interpretation to K through 12 
students,” said Dawn Webb, 
coordinator of the Delaware 
Junior Duck Stamp program.

Dorothy McCormick, age 8, 
the winner of this year’s kin-

dergarten through third grade 
division, said she studied ducks 
in the pond near her Mills-
boro home and in bird books 
to create her watercolor of an 
American wigeon. “When you 
start, you think it’s about the 
art,” said her mother, Shawna 
McCormick. “But you really 
need to understand the ducks 
and their environment.”

“The opportunity to com-
pete in something is always an 
asset for kids’ learning,” said 
judge Rick Berry, a member of 
Delaware’s Advisory Council 
on Wildlife and Freshwater Fish 
and of Ducks Unlimited. “It 
gives kids the chance to learn 
about habitat around them, to 
learn about wildlife around 
them.” 

The judges panel also in-
cluded Delaware Division of 
Fish and Wildlife Director Da-
vid Saveikis; retired wildlife 
biologist Bill Whitman, who 
founded the Delaware Junior 
Duck Stamp Contest in 1994; 
well-known wildlife artist and 
Federal Duck Stamp Competi-
tion winner Richard Clifton of 

Milford; and Dan Stotts, biolo-
gist, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice. Judges base their decisions 
on anatomical accuracy of the 
waterfowl depicted, how well 
the work illustrates the species 
and its habitat, and which art-
work would translate best into 
a stamp.

All 33 participants in the 
18th annual contest received 
a certificate, ribbons and 
prizes from sponsors. Entries, 
which depict a species chosen 
from a list of North American 
waterfowl, were sponsored by 
teachers, schools, organizations 
and individuals.

First place winners are:
Grades K-3: Dorothy Mc-

Cormick, age 8, of Millsboro, 
“Swimming Along.”

Grades 4-6: Tie: Tony Mona-
co, age 11, of Seaford, “Canada 
Goose on the Nanticoke,” and 
Daniel Winston, age 12, of Mil-
ford, untitled. Tony won first 
place for grades 4-6 last year 
and first place for grades K-3 
in 2010.


