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To meet the exemption re-

quirements for the newly de-
fined retail pet store, buyers 
must be allowed to physically 
enter the retail seller’s place of 
business or residence in order to 
personally observe the animals 
available for sale prior to pur-
chase and/or to take custody of 
the animals after purchase. In 
addition, breeders must have 
four or less breeding females 
and can only sell the offspring 
of the breeding females that 
were born and raised on their 
premises, and sold for pets or 
exhibition.

USDA/APHIS issued a 
press release this afternoon: 
USDA Proposes to Close Loop-
hole on Retail Pet Sales to 
Ensure Health and Humane 
Treatment which can be found 
at this link: http://tinyurl.
com/7b9kbpj 

The notice is scheduled for 
publication within a week in 
the Federal Register. The pro-
posed rule and an FAQ are cur-
rently available at www.aphis.
usda.gov.  

Proposed Rule is Docket 
No. APHIS-2011-0003, Regula-
tory Analysis and Development 
PPD APHIS, Station 3A-03.8, 
4700 River Road Unit 118, 
Riverdale, MD, 20737-1238.

Once the rule is published 
there will be a 60 day comment 
period.  

The APHIS Factsheet states: 
under the proposed rule, no 
dog or other pet animal will 
be sold at retail without either 
public or APHIS oversight. 
Obviously this rulemaking 

proposal will have far reach-
ing impacts on sportsmen, dog, 
cat, and small animal breeders. 
SAOVA will distribute further 
analysis and updates as the rule 
making process continues.  

Susan Wolf

Sportsmen’s & Animal 
Owners’ Voting Alliance

Working to Identify and 
Elect Supportive Legislators

A Clean Gun is a Ready 
Gun

Whether you shoot often 
or occasionally, the fact is that 
most firearms operate more 
smoothly and dependably 
when cleaned and cared for 
properly. The bad news is that 
if you’ve ever spoken to other 
shooters, you know that there 
are as many theories on gun 
cleaning and care as there are 
types of firearms and ammuni-
tions. To say this information is 
confusing and overwhelming 
is an understatement. Now, 
you have better information 
available.

The staff at Otis Technology 
has developed a series of videos 
that can guide you through 
proper care and cleaning of 
nearly any type of firearm. 
You’ll find more than a dozen 
guidance videos, plus another 
section with useful gun clean-
ing tips. Another series of vid-
eos helps solve the mystery of 
cleaning patches—and which 
ones to use in your next fire-
arm cleaning chore. This is one 
series of videos that nearly ev-
eryone who pulls a trigger will 
benefit from watching.

Of course no gun cleaning 
projects should be undertaken 
without first knowing the rules 
of gun safety. You should also 
look for the section on prod-
uct discounts. Saving money 
means more dollars to buy 
more ammunition—and shoot 
more often. And if you need 
more reason to buy a new shot-
gun or rifle, some stores and 
gun shops are having sales now 
as hunters think about hunting  
gobblers with a scattergun or 
are make plans for a summer 
varmint hunt with a rifle.

State News

CAlifoRNiA
Adult and Youth Artists 

Sought to Enter 2012 
California State Duck 

Stamp  Contest
Adult and youth artists 

from around the country are 
invited to submit their original 
artwork to the 2012 California 
Duck Stamp Contest. The Cali-
fornia Department of Fish and 
Game (DFG) will accept sub-
missions from April 30 through 
May 30.

This is the first year the con-
test is open to youth artists – in 
previous years it was geared to 
artists 18 or older. The youth 
contest is open to any artist 
under the age of 18 as of April 
30, 2012. The winning artwork 
from the adult contest will be 
reproduced on the 2012 Califor-
nia Duck Stamp and the youth 
winner will receive an award. 
The top contest submissions 
will also be showcased at the 
Pacific Flyway Decoy Associa-
tion’s art show in July.

The picture must depict the 
species selected by the Califor-
nia Fish and Game Commis-
sion, which is the Aleutian Can-
ada Goose (Branta canadensis 
leucopareia).

The design is to be in full 
color and in the medium (or 
combination of mediums) of the 
artist’s choosing, except that no 
photographic process, digital 
art, metallic paints or fluores-

cent paints may be used in the 
finished design. Photographs, 
computer-generated art, art 
produced from a computer 
printer or other computer/
mechanical output device (air 
brush method excepted) are not 
eligible to be entered into the 
contest and will be disqualified. 
The design must be the contes-
tant’s original “hand drawn” 
creation. The entry design may 
not be copied or duplicated 
from previously published art, 
including photographs, or from 
images in any format published 
on the Internet.

All entries must be accom-
panied by a completed par-
ticipation agreement and entry 
form. These forms and the offi-
cial rules are available online at 
www.dfg.ca.gov/duckstamp.

Entries will be judged at a 
public event to be held in Sac-
ramento in June. The judges’ 
panel, which will consist of 
experts in the fields of orni-
thology, conservation, and art 
and printing will choose first-, 
second- and third-place win-
ners along with an honorable 
mention in both contests.

Since 1971, the California 
Duck Stamp Program’s an-
nual contest has attracted top 
wildlife artists from around the 
country. All proceeds generated 
from stamp sales go directly to 
waterfowl conservation proj-
ects throughout California. In 
past years, hunters were re-

quired to purchase and affix the 
stamp to their hunting license. 
Now California has moved to 
an automated licensing sys-
tem and hunters are no longer 
required to carry the physical 
stamps in the field (proof of 
purchase prints directly onto 
the license). However, DFG will 
still produce the stamps, which 
can be requested by interested 
individuals on DFG’s website 
at www.dfg.ca.gov/licensing/
collectorstamps/.

ColoRADo
Women invited to learn 
shotgun, fly-fishing and 

archery skills
Colorado Parks and Wildlife 

is inviting   women interested 
in learning the basics of fly-
fishing, shotgun shooting and 
archery to attend the popular 
Cast, Blast and Twang seminar 
to be held in Collbran, Saturday, 
May 19. 

Taught by Colorado Parks 
and Wildlife officers and vol-
unteers, the three-part class is 
designed specifically for those 
who have an interest in learning 
about these popular outdoor 
activities in a comfortable, 
women-only class.

“Some women may not 
have a mentor or an experi-
enced person to teach them 
these skills, and this class is per-
fect for them,” said Education 
Coordinator Kathleen Tadvick. 

Cast, Blast and Twang is 
part of Colorado Parks and 
Wildlife’s Women Afield Pro-
gram. Through workshops, 
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