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rights group that professes to 
help animals.

Details are at http://www.
psychologytoday.com/blog/
canine-corner/201204/when-
the-ethical-treatment-animals-
goes-wrong

Who’s Supporting 
Animal Rights?

Ever wonder which groups 
are supporting the animal rights 
movement through partner-
ships and dollars?  The Ameri-
can Society for the Prevention 
of Cruelty to Animals (ASPCA) 
works to end trapping and 
hunting.  On the group’s web-
site, ASPCA boasts of partner-
ships with:

Bank of America
Lowes
Wal-Mart
CVS Pharmacies
Big Lots!
Family Dollar Stores
Morton Salt
Subaru
Walker’s Shortbread

Ironically, the Lowes out-
door dog kennels that ASPCA 
promotes online would become 
illegal in several states if recent-
ly introduced laws, prohibiting 
keeping dogs outdoors unsu-
pervised, are passed. Who’s go-
ing to explain this self-induced 
predicament to the company 
and ASPCA?

Partnership Gets Young 
Women Outdoors

The shooting and hunting 
community has gained a much 
larger participation base thanks 
to a new partnership between 
the U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance 
Foundation’s (USSAF) Trail-
blazer Adventure Program and 
the American Heritage Girls 
(AHG).  The two organizations 
signed a Memorandum of Un-
derstanding on May 16.

Under this new agreement, 
all current and potential mem-
bers of AHG nationwide will 
have an opportunity to experi-
ence the excitement of outdoor 
adventures including shooting 
sports, archery, fishing, and a 
host of other hands-on outdoor 
related activities.

The USSAF Trailblazer Ad-
venture Program staff will be 
working with AHG troops 
across the country to introduce 
them to the enjoyment of the 
outdoors and the connection 
between American sportsmen 
and women and conservation.

“The USSA Foundation 
leadership is really excited 

about this new educational 
opportunity to introduce girls 
– beginning at an early age 
– to the wonderment of the 
outdoors.” said Bud Pidgeon, 
USSA president and CEO.

Joining Pidgeon in signing 
the MOU was AHG Executive 
Director and Founder Patti 
Garibay.  The two leaders were 
surrounded by AHG troup 
members holding bows and 
air rifles.

The relationship that led 
to the MOU was cultivated 
at the Boy Scouts of America 
Philmont Scout Ranch in New 
Mexico.  USSA will be working 
with AHG to develop outdoor 
programs and create leadership 
opportunities for girls. USSA 
will also teach outdoor training 
workshops at the 2012 AHG 
National Conference this fall.

The American Heritage 
Girls is a Christ-centered scout-
ing organization for girls K-18 
years of age. The organization 
is headquartered in Cincinnati, 
Ohio and has more than 300 
troops across America.  The 
national program promotes 
character development for 

young women based on Chris-
tian values and encourages a 
strong family environment. 
AHG participants acquire skills 
that will assist them in all areas 
of life, whether it is “how to use 
a computer, sew on a button, 
protect one’s self, or what it 
takes to be an astronaut.”

The USSAF Trailblazer Ad-
venture Program introduces 
youth and their families to out-
door activities such as shooting, 
fishing, hunting, and trapping.  
More than 1.3 million youth 
and their families have partici-
pated in a Trailblazer program 
since its inception in 2001.

Details are at www.ahgon-
line.org or contact Kali Parmley, 
U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance as-
sociate director of education at 
(614) 888-4868 ext. 219 or e-mail 
kparmley@ussportsmen.org.

Anti-Hunting Bill Passes 
California Senate

California Senate Bill 1221, 
a bill that will ban the use of 
hounds to hunt black bears 
and bobcats, passed the state’s 
Senate today. The passage of 
SB 1221 by the senate casts a 
dark cloud over the future of all 
hunting and wildlife manage-
ment in California.  Senate Bill 
1221 passed with a vote of 22 to 
15 in favor.

The bill, which is spon-
sored by the radical animal 
rights group Humane Society 
of the United States (HSUS), 
triggered a strong outpouring 
of opposition from California 
sportsmen and women, plus 

sportsmen’s organizations, 
in the state and nationwide. 
The U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance 
(USSA) denounced this retalia-
tory wildlife management bill 
that was created when HSUS 
could not have a state game 
commissioner removed for his 
legal mountain lion hunt.  As 
the bill moved forward from 
introduction and through the 
hearing process, hundreds of 
opponents wearing orange 
“NO on SB 1221” buttons also 
packed the corridors of the 
capital to let their Senators 
know they opposed this anti-
hunting bill. 

“The California Senate 
today chose retribution and 
revenge over sound science-
based wildlife management,” 
explained Evan Heusinkveld, 
USSA’s director of state servic-
es. “Despite having a Fish and 
Game Commission explicitly 
designed to handle these ques-
tions free from the politics of 
the statehouse, the California 
Senate voted in favor of a hunt-
ing ban.”

USSA has been work-
ing with the Masters of Fox-
hounds Association, California 
Houndsmen for Conservation 
and the California Outdoor 
Heritage Alliance to defeat SB 
1221.

Fast Facts on SB 1221

The bill would outlaw the 
use of hounds to hunt bears 
and bobcats.

Hunting bears and bobcats 
with hounds has been legal 
since the state formally orga-

nized a game commission and 
established game management 
and hunting laws.

Hounds are actually used in 
wildlife management practices 
and projects.

Hunters using hounds to 
pursue bears actually take few-
er bears than is recommended 
by the state’s game department.

This bill is being pushed 
by the radical animal rights 
group—the Humane Society 
of the United States—the same 
group that has pushed anti-
farming and puppy mill bills 
in California in the past.

USDA seeks change to 
regulate Internet and 

retail pet sales
Dear SAOVA Friends,

This afternoon USDA’s Ani-
mal and Plant Health Inspec-
tion Service (APHIS) held a 
stakeholders conference call to 
announce a forthcoming pro-
posal to revise its definition of 
“retail pet store”.  APHIS states 
this proposal restores the defi-
nition to its original intent so 
that it limits the retail pet store 
exemption to only those places 
where buyers physically enter 
to observe the animals avail-
able for sale prior to purchas-
ing them and where certain 
animals are sold or offered for 
sale at retail for use as pets.  
The definition of pet includes 
dogs, cats, rabbits, guinea pigs, 
hamsters, gerbils, rats, mice, 
gophers, chinchilla, domestic 
ferrets, domestic farm animals, 
birds, and coldblooded species.
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