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The Committee members 
can be contacted at:

Chair Patricia M. Blevins 
(D-Elsmere) – 302-744-4133 
Patricia.blevins@state.de.us 
Sen. Anthony J. DeLuca (D-
Varlano) – 302-744-4165 An-
thony.DeLuca@state.de.us 
Sen. Margaret Rose Hen-
ry (D- Wilmington East) – 
3 0 2 - 7 4 4 - 4 1 9 1  M a rg a re t -
R o s e . H e n r y @ s t a t e . d e . u s 
S e n .  H a r r i s  B .  M c D o w -
ell (D-Wilmington North) 
–  3 0 2 - 7 4 4 - 4 1 4 7  H a r r i s .
M c D o w e l l @ s t a t e . d e . u s 
S e n .  F.  G a r y  S i m p s o n 
( R - M i l f o r d )  –  3 0 2 - 7 4 4 -
4134 gsimpson@udel.edu 
Sen. Liane M. Sorenson (R- 
Hockessin) – 302-744-4136 Li-
ane.Sorenson@state.de.us

NSSF Accepting 
Applications for $100,000 

in Grants to Local Boy 
Scouts Councils

 Boy Scouts Councils, are 
you up for the challenge?

For the second year, the 
National Shooting Sports Foun-
dation will make available a 
total of $100,000 in challenge 
grants to encourage developing 
and expanding shooting sports 
programs at local Boy Scouts of 
America Councils.

The challenge grants from 
NSSF, the trade association 
for the firearms, ammunition, 
hunting and shooting sports 
industry, are available to quali-
fying BSA Councils that plan to 
strengthen and increase their 
activities in the shooting sports. 

Such programs teach Scouts 
marksmanship skills, firearm 
and range safety, teamwork and 
fundraising.

“Our challenge grant pro-
gram extends our longstanding 
partnership with the Boy Scouts 
of America and presents coun-
cils with a great opportunity to 
teach Scouts about the shooting 
sports and safe, responsible 
firearms ownership,” said Me-
lissa Schilling, NSSF’s director 
of recruitment and retention. 
“Target shooting is one of the 
most popular Scouting activi-
ties, and NSSF hopes even more 
Scouts will gain knowledge of 
the shooting sports by taking 
advantage of these grants.”

BSA Councils applying 
for a grant must specifically 
earmark funds for shooting 
sports programs and provide 
matching funds at least equal 
to the grant request. NSSF will 
provide funding to the first 50 
qualifying applicants up to a 
maximum of $2,000 in match-
ing support.

Councils must use awarded 
funds toward the purchase of 
equipment and supplies for 
their shooting sports activities 
from an NSSF member retailer, 
a list of which is available at 
www.nssf.org/retailers/find. 
Examples of qualifying pur-
chases are ammunition, eye and 
ear protection, firearms, targets 
and shooting vests.

Applicants may view NSSF 
BSA Council Challenge Grant 
guidelines and application 

procedures at www.nssf.org/
bsagrant. For information con-
tact Melissa Schilling at NSSF 
at mschilling@nssf.org. 

House Passes 
‘Sportsmen’s Heritage 

Act’
The National Shooting 

Sports Foundation (NSSF), 
the trade association for the 
firearms, ammunition, hunt-
ing and shooting sports indus-
try, hailed today’s passage of 
the Sportsmen’s Heritage Act 
of 2012 (H.R. 4089). The bill 
passed the House with a 274-
146 vote.

Sponsored by Rep. Jeff Mill-
er (R-Fla.), the bill combines 
four legislative priorities that 
will expand recreational hunt-
ing, shooting and fishing op-
portunities and also reaffirms 
existing law and heads off 
determined bureaucratic efforts 
to deny hunters and shooters 
from using traditional ammu-
nition. This important legisla-
tion is supported by more than 
35 national conservation and 
sportsmen’s groups.

“NSSF thanks Rep. Miller 
for his exceptional leadership 
in helping to expand access 
and opportunities for sports-
men and in protecting and 
preserving America’s hunting 
and shooting heritage,” said 
Lawrence G. Keane, NSSF se-
nior vice president and general 
counsel. “We look forward to 
seeking passage of the bill in 
the Senate.”

Said Rep. Miller, “I think it 
is important to recognize the 

contributions that sportsmen 
make to protect our nation’s 
most precious resources. Out-
door activities like hunting and 
fishing are a central part of our 
heritage and way of life, but 
they also help fund a good por-
tion of our conservation efforts. 
We must remain ever diligent to 
ensure the rights of sportsmen. 
Thanks to the members of the 
sportsmen’s community, Con-
gressional Sportsmen’s Caucus 
and the House Committee on 
Natural Resources, H.R. 4089 
will be able to address some of 
the most pressing concerns the 
outdoors community faces.”

Included in H.R. 4089 is the 
Hunting, Fishing, and Recre-
ational Shooting Protection Act. 
The bill amends the Toxic Sub-
stances Control Act to clarify 
the original intent of Congress 
to exclude traditional ammuni-
tion — ammunition containing 
lead-core components — and 
fishing tackle from regulation 
by the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency.

H.R. 4089 includes other 
key legislative priorities of the 
sportsmen’s community:

The Recreational Fishing 
and Hunting Heritage Oppor-
tunities Act, which requires 
federal land managers to sup-
port and facilitate use and ac-
cess for hunting, fishing and 
recreational shooting.

The Recreational Shooting 
Protection Act, which requires 
National Monument land to 
be open to access and use for 
recreational shooting.

The Polar Bear Conserva-
tion and Fairness Act, which 
will allow the importation of 
polar bear parts taken in a hunt 
in Canada, if legally harvested 
before certain dates.
When Ethical Treatment 

Goes Wrong
Could it be true that in an 

animal shelter run by a society 
dedicated to the ethical treat-
ment of animals the percent-
age of animals killed is nearly 
95 percent?  Is it true that the 
percentage of animals success-
fully adopted out is less than 1 
percent?

A report in Psychology To-
day by Stanley Coren, Ph.D., 
F.R.S.C. in Canine Corner, de-
tails that nearly 95 percent of 
the animals entrusted to PETA 
are killed.  The report also 
notes that the group cannot 
back up its recent claims that 
kennel crates are harmful to 
dogs. PETA ran half-page ads 
in many newspapers claiming 
that the standard kennel crates 
used in many homes to contain 
dogs were harmful to them. Dr. 
Coren went looking for the facts 
and could not find supporting 
details about crates being harm-

ful to dogs anywhere, not even 
on PETA’s website.

Dr. Coren did, however, 
find revealing facts through 
Virginia’s Department of Ag-
riculture and Consumer Ser-
vices (VDACS) through free-
dom of information requests. 
Now much of the same in-
formation can be found on 
the VDACS website (http://
www.virginia.gov/vdacs_ar/
cgi-bin/Vdacs_search.cgi?link_
select=facility&form=fac_
s e l e c t & f a c _
num=157&year=2006).

In Virginia all animal shel-
ters must report the number of 
cats and dogs they take in each 
year, how many animals were 
reclaimed by their owners, ad-
opted out, transferred to other 
agencies, died of natural causes, 
were killed, and how many the 
shelter held alive at the end of 
the calendar year. This research-
er’s correspondence suggested 
that the proportion of animals 
being killed by PETA was ex-
tremely high and was causing 
public concern in Virginia.

Just more misleading of 
the public by a radical animal 
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