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News from the Enemy Camps & the Good Guys

New York Bill Would 
Pave Way for Dove 

Hunting Season
Senate Bill 6968, sponsored 

by Senator John A. DeFrancisco 
(R-Syracuse), would classify 
mourning doves as “migratory 
game birds,” allowing New 
York wildlife officials to set a 
dove hunting season.

While mourning doves are 
considered migratory by the 
federal government, they are 
not classified as such by the 
state of New York.  Thus, the 
state’s Department of Environ-
mental Conservation (DEC) has 
been unable to establish a dove 
hunting season.

“Doves are one of the post 
popular game birds in the U.S 
and there is no reason to con-
tinue to prohibit dove hunting 
in New York,” said Jeremy 
Rine, U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance 
in-house counsel and associate 
director of state services.  “For 
too long, the politics of the anti-
hunting lobby, and not sound 
science, have prevented a dove 
season in New York.  It’s time 
that New York sportsmen are 
afforded the same opportunity 
as sportsmen in other states.  
New York sportsmen must 
reach out to their elected offi-
cials today to support SB 6968.”

The DEC’s website states 
that “[t]here is no biological 
reason why doves could not be 

hunted in New York” and that 
dove numbers in the state have 
significantly increased over the 
past 40 years.  New York is one 
of only nine states that prohibit 
dove hunting. Just last year, 
Iowa opened up a dove hunting 
season after years of fighting 
anti-hunting influences.

Senate Bill 6968 is currently 
pending before New York’s 
Senate Environmental Conser-
vation Committee.

Take Action!  New York 
sportsmen should contact their 
state senators and ask them 
to support Senate Bill 6968.  
Visit USSA’s Legislative Action 
Center for your state senator’s 
contact information.

Delaware Anti-Tethering 
Bill Introduced

Senate Bill 211, sponsored 
by Senator Patricia M. Blevins 
(D- Elsmere), would add com-
monly used dog tethering prac-
tices to the states definition of 
animal cruelty.   Animal cruelty 
is a Class A misdemeanor in 
Delaware.  The bill would:

Prohibit tethering a dog for 
more than 18 hours in a 24-hour 
period;

Completely prohibit teth-
ering a dog under the age of 
four months for any amount of 
time; and

Ban tethering a nursing fe-
male dog if any of its offspring 
are “present.”

Many respectable sporting 
dog owners safely and hu-
manely tether their dogs.  Set-
ting an arbitrary cap on the 
amount of time a person can 
keep a dog tethered will only 
criminalize responsible dog 
owners and will do nothing to 
stop bad actors who are treating 
dogs poorly.

Further, the bill’s complete 
prohibitions on tethering dogs 
under four months of age and 
nursing females while their off-
spring are present is vague and 
could be interpreted to even 
prohibit keeping these types of 
dogs on a leash.

The bill was sent to the Sen-
ate Committee on Judiciary 
which is chaired by bill sponsor 
Senator Blevins.

“This bill is nothing more 
than an outright assault on 
dog tethering,” said Jeremy 
Rine, U.S. Sportsmen’s Alli-
ance in-house counsel and 
associate director of state ser-
vices.  “Sportsmen need to let 
members of the committee 
know that they oppose Senate 
Bill 211.”
Take Action! Delaware sports-
men should contact members 
of the Senate Committee on Ju-
diciary and ask them to oppose 
Senate Bill 211.  Tell them it is 
unnecessary and could punish 
law abiding dog owners.

The AKC believes this is an 
unnecessary and unreasonable 
requirement. It also makes the 
unfair and offensive assump-
tion that a license holder will at 
some point be irresponsible or 
cruel to their animals.

 Ability to Deny License With-
out Hearing – This bill also re-
moves the ability for a person 
seeking a license to have a public 
hearing if their application for 
commercial breeder authorization 
is denied. As a result, the depart-
ment may simply determine that 
someone is not in compliance with 
the laws and regulations regarding 
care and conditions for animals, 
and there is no ability for the ap-
plicant to appeal.

 Those who are denied a 
license must then never receive 
any consideration for breeding 
a dog, or ensure they have three 
or fewer intact dogs.

How You Can Help:

Both bills are pending con-
sideration by the full Senate. 
Contact the members of the 
Iowa Senate today and ask 
them to vote “no” on Senate 
File 2301 and Senate File 2290. 
Click here to find the name and 
contact information for your 
State Senator (Be sure to contact 
your State Senator, rather than 
U.S. Senator).

The AKC Government Re-
lations Department (AKC GR) 
is closely tracking both pieces 
of legislation and will provide 
more information as it becomes 
available. For questions or more 
information, contact AKC GR 
at (919) 816-3720 or doglaw@
akc.org.
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