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vided for certain animals that 
are bred for commercial sale; 
exhibited to the public; used in 
biomedical research; or trans-
ported commercially. The act 
does not apply to cold-blooded 
animals or agricultural animals 
used for food or fiber.

Individuals and entities 
licensed under the Animal 
Welfare Act must provide their 
animals with adequate hous-
ing, sanitation, nutrition, water 
and veterinary care. They must 
also protect the animals from 
extreme weather and tempera-
tures.

What does a proposed rule 
mean?

APHIS has issued this pro-
posed rule as part of its rule 
making process. It is just a 
proposal, issued for public 
review and comment. It has no 
immediate effect on potentially 
regulated facilities.

What is the next step in the 
rule making process?

The proposed rule is avail-
able for public review and com-
ment for the next 60 days. Once 
the comment period closes, 
APHIS will consider all com-
ments received.

How can I comment on this 
proposal?

To comment on this pro-
posal, you can submit your 
comments one of two ways:

• Visit the Federal Rulemak-
ing Portal at www.regulations.
gov/#!documentDetail;D=AP 
HIS-2011-0003

• Mail your comments to: 
Docket No. APHIS-2011-

0003, Regulatory Analysis 
and Development PPD

APHIS, Station 3A-03.8, 
4700 River Road Unit 118,

Riverdale, MD, 20737-1238.

Missouri To Consider 
Changes To Seizure Law 

Tomorrow (4/25)
The Missouri Senate Agri-

culture, Food Production, and 
Outdoor Resources will consid-
er a bill tomorrow that would 
make several positive changes 
to the state’s laws regarding 
animal seizure laws.

Among these changes is 
a provision stating that no 
animal may be intentionally 
euthanized or sterilized until 
legal proceedings have been 
concluded.

Missouri dog owners and 
breeders are encouraged to con-
tact the Senate committee mem-
bers and respectfully ask them 
to support this bill that will help 
ensure the rights of dog owners 
are protected. Scroll down for 
hearing and committee contact 
information.

Summary:

House Bill 1444 makes sev-
eral changes to the state’s ani-
mal seizure laws, including:

 Prohibiting sterilization 
during the trial unless medi-
cally necessary.

 Clarifying procedures re-

garding payments for animal 
care – The bill clarifies that 
bonds to pay for the care of 
animals must be reasonable and 
are only required for the period 
from the end of the disposition 
hearing until a final judgment 
is reached. If the charges are 
dismissed or the owner is ac-
quitted, the owner is not liable 
for any costs relating to the care 
or housing of the animal while 
the charges were pending.

 Establishing penalties for 
unauthorized sterilization or 
euthanasia – Anyone who ster-
ilizes or euthanizes a seized 
animal except when deemed 
medically necessary is guilty 
of a class B misdemeanor. Each 
animal constitutes a separate 
offense. A second or subsequent 
violation would result in a class 
A misdemeanor.

 Requiring proper care for 
impounded animals as deter-
mined by state law for that 
specific animal. Likewise, im-
pounding organizations will 
be liable to the animal’s owner 
for damages for any acts of neg-
ligence or abuse to the animal 
that occur while the animal is 
within that organization’s care 
or custody.

AKC Government Rela-
tions believes House Bill 1444 
makes appropriate and positive 
changes to the state’s animal 
seizure laws and ensures that 
the rights of dog owners are 
protected throughout any legal 
proceedings.

How You Can Help:

Contact the members of the 

Senate Agriculture, Food Pro-
duction, and Outdoor Resourc-
es Committee and respectfully 
ask them to support House Bill 
1444.

Contact information is as 
follows:

Senator Brian Munzlinger, 
Chair Phone: (573) 751-7985 
Fax: (573) 522-3722

Senator Mike Parson Phone: 
(573) 751-8793 E-mail: mpar-
son@senate.mo.gov

Senator Dan Brown Phone: 
(573) 751-5713 Fax: (573) 751-
0733 E-mail: Dan.Brown@sen-
ate.mo.gov

Senator Chuck Purgason 
Phone: (573) 751-1882 Fax: 
(573) 526-4716 E-mail: Chuck.
Purgason@senate.mo.gov

Senator Bill Stouffer Phone: 
(573) 751-1507 Toll-Free: (866) 
768-3987 Fax: (573) 751-9764 E-
mail: bstouffer@senate.mo.gov

Senator Victor Callahan 
Phone: (573) 751-3074 Fax: (573) 
751-4551

Senator Ryan McKenna 
Phone: (573) 751-1492

AKC Government Relations 
will continue to provide up-
dates as they become available. 
For more information, contact 
AKC GR at (919) 816-3720 or 
doglaw@akc.org.

Iowa Update: Breeder 
Bill Numbers Changed, 

Bills Advancing
Iowa Senate committees 

have approved two measures 
that would make detrimental 
changes to the laws regulating 
commercial breeders, defined 
in current law as anyone who 
owns at least four intact dogs 
or cats and receives any consid-
eration for breeding.

While the bills are virtually 
identical to the ones that were 
scheduled for consideration last 
week, the bill numbers have 
changed. If you reside or par-
ticipate in dog events in Iowa, 
please contact the members of 
the Iowa Senate and respect-
fully ask them to oppose Senate 
File 2290 and Senate File 2301.

Background:

Iowa Code defines a “com-
mercial breeder” as someone 
who sells, exchanges, or leases 
dogs (or even offers to do so) in 
return for consideration. While 
those who keep dogs or cats for 
“hunting, for practice training, 
for exhibition at shows or field 
or obedience trials” are exempt-
ed, if anyone has four or more 
intact dogs and receives any 
kind of consideration for breed-
ing, they are considered a com-
mercial breeder and must be 
licensed, inspected, and comply 
with commercial breeder laws. 
This would include offering a 
dog at stud and receiving any 
compensation or “consider-
ation” from the resulting litter. 
The term “consideration” is not 
defined.

Senate File 2290 (formerly 
Senate File 2073):

Senate File 2290 creates 
guidelines for what a com-
mercial breeder licensee must 
do when a license is expired or 
revoked. If a licensee is unable 
or decided not to obtain a new 
license, then the owner is given 
120 days to either sterilize their 
dogs and cats or “dispose” of 
them until they are under the 
commercial breeder threshold 
(the previous version of this bill 
allowed for 45 days). The bill 
states that this may be done by 
selling the dogs (if the breeder 
is able to obtain a temporary 
authorization), transferring the 
titles, or “humane destruction”.

Continued regulations are 
making it increasingly difficult 
for responsible dog breeders to 
comply with new requirements. 
Under this bill, responsible 
dog owners could be forced to 
give up or euthanize their dogs 
rather than keep them in safe, 
caring environments.

Senate File 2301(formerly 
Senate Study Bill 3159):

Senate File 2301 makes sev-
eral significant changes to the 
laws regarding “commercial 
breeders”, including:

 Surety Bond or Letter of 
Credit Requirement – SF 2301 
would require all licensees to 
obtain a surety bond or an ir-
revocable letter of credit from 
a financial institution that will 
then be used if an animal is 
placed with a custodian as a re-
sult of a violation of the state’s 
animal cruelty or neglect laws. 


