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PF, Sportsmen’s 
Groups Urge Keeping 

Land and Water 
Conservation Funding in 

Transportation Bill

Pheasants Forever and 
Ducks Unlimited will partner 
with South Dakota farmer/
ranchers and sportsmen in a 
telephone news conference on 
Thursday, May 24 to spotlight 
the opportunity to secure land 
and water conservation fund-
ing in the final transportation 
bill by the reauthorization 
deadline of June 30.

The House and Senate are 
currently debating two ver-
sions of a transportation bill in 
the hope of finding agreement 
on one final package. The Sen-
ate’s version of the Transporta-
tion bill (S. 1813) ensures that 
the funds authorized for the 
Land and Water Conserva-
tion Fund (LWCF) are spent 
for their intended purpose 
in each of the next two years 
and permanently commits 
1.5% of LWCF to projects that 
provide public access for hunt-

ing, fishing, and other outdoor 
recreation. This was added 
to the Senate bill during floor 
consideration in March, pass-
ing by an overwhelming 76-22 
bipartisan vote.

Securing this funding will 
be vital for areas like the Prai-
rie Pothole Region – one of the 
country’s most at-risk land-
scapes, but also an area well 
known to sportsmen for its 
importance for migratory wa-
terfowl and for upland birds. 
LWCF has also helped to pro-
vide access for hunting and 
fishing at hundreds of national 
wildlife refuges, national for-
ests, and national recreation 
areas, as well as state parks and 
wildlife management areas.

The teleconference will give 
reporters a chance to hear about 
the opportunity to secure ad-
ditional funding for habitat 
conservation and outdoor rec-
reation access and will provide 
an example of the areas that 
would benefit from funding.

For more info: l 800-621-
4410, passcode 6758331# 

Nebraska’s Landowners 
May Enroll in Wheat 
Stubble Management 

Program by July 1
South-Central Focus on 

Pheasants Events Scheduled 
in June

Pheasants, quail and other 
grassland birds benefit from 
the cover and food resources 
provided by taller stubble.

Pheasants, quail and other 
grassland birds benefit from 
the cover and food resources 
provided by taller stubble.

Nebraska - May 23 -

Landowners in parts of 
south-central Nebraska have 
until July 1 to enroll wheat 
stubble acres into an incen-
tive program offered under 
the South-Central Focus on 
Pheasants Initiative. The goals 
of the program are to increase 
and improve pheasant habitat, 
increase bird populations and 
provide additional public hunt-
ing access on private land.

Focus on Pheasants is a joint 
effort by the Nebraska Game 
and Parks Commission, Pheas-
ants Forever and conservation 
partners to increase the pheas-
ant population by creating and 
enhancing habitat through 
practices such as stubble man-
agement, interseeding, light 
disking, prescribed burning 
and the planting of native 
grasses and forbs.

The Wheat Stubble Manage-
ment Program will be offered 
in southern Harlan and Furnas 
counties, an area known as the 
South-Central Focus on Pheas-
ants area. In this new program, 
landowners are eligible to re-
ceive a $15-per-acre incentive 
for leaving wheat stubble taller 
than 15 inches undisturbed 
until April 1. Each landowner 
may enroll up to 320 acres per 
year for two years. Although 
optional, landowners earn ad-
ditional $3-per-acre payments 
if they allow public walk-in 

hunting access. Similar incen-
tives will be offered for tall milo 
stubble before the fall harvest.

Leaving tall stubble pro-
vides multiple benefits to ag-
riculture producers in dryland 
cropping rotations, including 
moisture savings and higher 
subsequent yields. Pheasants, 
quail and other grassland birds 
also benefit from the taller cov-
er and food resources provided.

Interested landowners 
should call Game and Parks’ 
John Laux at 308-928-2541 or 
Justin Haahr at 308-865-5308.

South-Central Focus on 
Pheasants Events Scheduled 
in June

South-central Nebraska 
landowners can attend two 
Focus on Pheasants events in 
early June to learn management 
practices that can increase agri-
cultural profitability and create 
wildlife habitat.

A habitat tour at Harlan 
County Lake is scheduled for 
June 6 at 9 a.m. at the Method-
ist Cove shelter. The tour will 
showcase grassland manage-
ment techniques implemented 
around the lake to improve 
habitat for pheasants, quail and 
other grassland birds.

The Ag and Pheasants 
Workshop will be held June 
7 at 9 a.m. at the Community 
Building in Beaver City, 318 
10th St. This event will high-
light management strategies 
for ag producers that increase 
profitably and create habitat 
beneficial to wildlife. Speak-
ers will discuss the economic 

benefits of tall wheat/
milo stubble in dry-
land crop rotations. 
With the recent estab-
lishment of the new 
focus area in southern 
Harlan and Furnas 
counties, landowners 
are urged to attend to 
learn about the new 
FOP landowner in-
centives and other 
programs offered in 
their area.

To register for the 
events, contact Game 
and Parks’ John Laux 
at 308-928-2541.

Rehan Nana (651) 
209-4973 Rnana@pheasantsfor-
ever.org

Haysville’s Corby 
Named Quail Forever 

Youth Education 
Coordinator in Kansas

Rose Corby a former Kansas 
Hunter Education Instructor of 
the Year

Quail Forever has named 
Rose Corby of Haysville, Kan-
sas, as the organization’s first-
ever Youth Education Coordi-
nator in the state. Corby will be 
working with the 40 Pheasants 
Forever chapters and 11 Quail 
Forever chapters in the state, 
as well as other conservation 
organizations, to recruit and 
increase youth participation 
in upland hunting and other 
outdoor activities.

Funding for the new posi-
tion was made possible by a 
collective effort that included 
Kansas Pheasants Forever and 
Quail Forever chapters, the 
Kansas Department of Wildlife, 
Parks and Tourism, Pass It On! 
Outdoor Mentors, and the Na-
tional Wild Turkey Federation.

“We are excited to create 
this special partnership in Kan-
sas,” says Cheryl Riley, vice 
president of education and out-
reach at Pheasants Forever and 
Quail Forever. “Rose will be in-
strumental in bringing together 
conservation organizations 
throughout Kansas to involve 
young people from diverse 
backgrounds in a wide variety 
of outdoor activities. Only by 
getting families engaged can 
we hope to develop the next 
generation of conservationists.”

Corby has been active in 
the Kansas hunter education 
program for 12 years, and she 


