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News from the Non-profits

DU recognizes Senate 
agricultural committee's 
progress on 2012 Farm 

Bill
 Ducks Unlimited compli-

ments the U.S. Senate Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition and Forestry and its 
chairwoman, Sen. Debbie 
Stabenow, on the April 20 
introduction of the 2012 Farm 
Bill in the Senate. DU Great 
Lakes/Atlantic Regional Di-
rector Becky Humphries com-
mented on the bipartisan 
effort to ensure that conserva-
tion is a key component of the 
Farm Bill, benefiting agricul-
tural producers, sportsmen 
and women and the general 
public.

"DU is pleased that the 
chairwoman and the commit-
tee included key conservation 
elements such as the Conser-
vation Reserve Program, Wet-
lands Reserve Program and a 
new regional partnership pro-
gram that contribute to soil, 
water and wildlife benefits," 

Humphries said. "The bipar-
tisan committee had to make 
difficult cuts and streamline 
programs, while ensuring 
producers maintained effec-
tive conservation tools that 
have been the backbone of 
private land conservation in 
previous farm bills."

The new regional partner-
ship program is an innova-
tive approach to targeted 
conservation activities for 
watersheds in critical need, 
such as the Great Lakes. "This 
program will incentivize col-
laboration among federal, 
state and private partners to 
target and focus conserva-
tion efforts in watersheds 
to improve water quality 
and reduce sediment, giving 
landowners and the general 
public a bigger bang for their 
buck," Humphries explained. 
"Hunters, anglers and wildlife 
watchers will benefit as well, 
due to the increased conser-
vation efforts on working 
lands."

Creative ideas to help 
farmers obtain added benefits 
from conservation practices, 
such as limited haying and 
grazing on Conservation 
Reserve Program lands, will 
give landowners more flex-
ibility and use of their con-
served lands, while saving 

taxpayer dollars by reducing 
payments on these higher-use 
lands.

While DU is pleased with 
this initial framework, the 
organization remains con-
cerned about maintaining 
strong protections for critical 
wetlands via the Swamp-
buster program, and advanc-
ing protections for native 
grasslands on continentally 
important landscapes such as 
the Prairie Pothole Region in 
the Dakotas.

"Wetlands are critical 
not only as waterfowl and 
other wildlife habitat, but 
also to help improve water 
quality and reduce flooding 
for downstream residents," 
Humphries said. "As the 
world leader in wetlands con-
servation, DU and our more 
than 1 million supporters and 
partners stand ready to work 
with Congress to maintain 
strong wetland protections 
like Swampbuster, which are 
critical to the future of conti-
nental waterfowl populations 
and our nation's hunting 
heritage."

DU is also strongly en-
couraging Congress to in-
clude a Sodsaver provision 
in the Farm Bill to maintain 
native grasslands for wildlife 
and ranchers and discourage 
taxpayer-incentivized conver-
sion of marginal lands not 
well suited for crop produc-
tion.

"DU looks forward to 
working with Chairwoman 
Stabenow and the Senate 
Committee on Agriculture, 
Nutrition and Forestry as the 
2012 Farm Bill moves towards 
the Senate floor, and hope-
fully in the House in the near 
term," Humphries said. "DU 
remains committed to playing 
a critical and supportive role 
to ensure the Farm Bill conser-
vation title gives agricultural 
producers the programs and 
tools they need to manage 
and maintain productive soil 
and water resources, while 
generating benefits for wa-
terfowl, hunters, anglers and 
wildlife watchers."

Ducks Unlimited 
joins other 

conservation, 
sportsmen’s groups in 
support of Sodsaver

In a letter submitted this 
week, hunting and fishing and 
conservation groups urged 
House Agriculture Committee 
Chairman Frank Lucas (OK) 
and ranking member Collin 
Peterson (MN) to adopt the 
Farm Bill’s Sodsaver provision 
to promote “responsible stew-
ardship of agricultural land 
and direct program benefits to 
acreage that is most suited for 
crop production.”

Ducks Unlimited signed the 
letter alongside approximately 
30 other groups, including the 
American Sportfishing Asso-
ciation, Izaak Walton League 

of America, National Wildlife 
Federation, Pheasants Forever 
and Theodore Roosevelt Con-
servation Partnership.

Sodsaver is of particular 
significance to DU’s conser-
vation work, as the provision 
is aimed at protecting native 
grasslands from being con-
verted to cropland in high-risk 
landscapes such as the Prairie 
Pothole Region of North and 
South Dakota.

The Senate farm bill ap-
proved by the Agriculture, Nu-
trition and Forestry Committee 
on April 26 includes a Sodsaver 
provision sponsored by Sen. 
John Thune (SD) and Mike 
Johanns (NE). While the time 
table for action in the House is 
still uncertain, DU and its part-
ners are working aggressively 
in the House to make sure 
Agriculture Committee mem-
bers know how important the 
Sodsaver provision is to DU’s 
conservation mission.

Local Ducks Unlimited 
chapter makes Top 100 
Roseville MN chapter 
recognized nationally

 The President’s Top 100 is 
one of the most highly sought-
after titles of recognition Ducks 
Unlimited offers to chapters 
throughout the nation. Each 
year, the list is comprised of the 
top 100 fundraising chapters 
in the United States. Through 
the efforts of these volunteer 
committees, DU is able to pur-
sue its mission of conserving, 
enhancing and restoring North 

America’s wetlands. This past 
fall, the Roseville chapter made 
the Top 100 list as one of the 
organization’s best fundraising 
chapters.      

“These fundraising events 
are the backbone of DU’s habi-
tat conservation efforts, and 
the volunteers who make up 
these chapters are the grass-
roots force making a difference 
for North American waterfowl 
populations,” said DU Presi-
dent John Newman. “It takes 
a great deal of effort to crack 
the Top 100, and these chapters 
deserve to be congratulated by 
every person who enjoys the 
outdoors.”

The Rosevil le chapter 
earned a spot in the Top 100 
out of the more than 2,700 DU 
chapters nationwide. DU’s 
event fundraising system has 
long been a model for other 
conservation organizations 
around the world and has 
funded a significant portion 
of the more than 12 million 
acres of wetlands and associ-
ated habitat DU has conserved 
since 1937.

This year’s Top 100 chap-
ters also have the distinction 
of being honored during DU’s 
75th Anniversary year, cel-
ebrated with special events and 
wetland project dedications 
nationwide. The Top 100 will 
be recognized during DU’s 
75th National Convention in 
Nashville at the end of May, 
with many chapter representa-
tives in attendance.


