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Meet The Breeder

When I sit behind a  show 
booth, as I just  did a few weeks 
ago, the most asked question I 
get is: “What is the best type of 
dog?” My response is always: 
”What type of hunting do you 
do?” Half the time their re-
sponse is: “Every kind of hunt-
ing.”  If that is truly the case 
and you go grouse 
hunting for the 
opener, woodcock 
hunting the next 
weekend, followed 
by a sharptail week-
end,  then duck 
opener, some early 
geese and dove, 
p h e a s a n t  w h e n 
their time comes 
and close with late 
season goose… AND you want 
a great pointing dog… I have 
one recommendation get a 
Wirehaired Pointing Griffon, 
and get one from De Jac Pine 
Kennels of central Wisconsin.

We have been wanting to do 
an article on Dave & Julie Carl-
strom of Bancroft, WI for sever-
al years. This summer all of our 
schedules aligned and we made 
it there. Dave & Julie have been 

breeding, running, judging and 
receiving NAVHDA awards for 
their Griffons for most of the 
past 13 years.  To give you an 
idea about how many litters 
they have they are working on 
their “P Litter” which means 
litter number sixteen.

Dave & Julie were breeding 
Brittanys for ten years prior so 
they know their dogs. They got 
their first Griffon in 1991. Brits 
and Griffs  are the same in some 
ways - good temperament and 
great with kids but are a world 
away from each other in other 
ways. Many Brits are known 
as big runners. Griffons are 
slower, closer more meticulous 
working dogs. Though both 
dogs will do water retrieves, 

the Griffon is simply better 
designed for water work espe-
cially as the temperatures drop. 
And the Carlstroms will con-
tend that a Griffons nose is at 
par with a German Shorthairs.

Of all the breeders we have 
done articles on I think the Carl-
stroms are the most interesting 
and particular in how they deal 
with their pups. Julie has an 
article from the late 80s about 
stressing pups; She has taken 
the method to heart. In the ar-
ticle pups of 5-10 days old are 
placed on cool smooth surface 
for 5 minutes.  While on the 
cool surface a towel is placed 
in the dryer. After five minutes 
the pup is placed on the warm 
towel. All the time they cannot 
touch mom or other pups they 

are used to in the 
litter.

This technique 
i s  repea ted  for 
about a week. Af-
ter a few days the 
pups accept the 
environment they 
are placed in. Ac-
cepting the environ-
ment and adjusting 
is something many 

dogs never deal with, they are 
continually fighting to become 
the alpha. The Carlstroms have 
found “stressing” the pups at 
the young age produces a litter 
without an alpha and a much 
more biddable pups and litters. 
Their wall of breeder awards 
would back that up.

Dave & Julie sell their pups 
with a written contract and 
guarantee.  All pups are reg-

impressed Ellen, dressed in 
black, was not a hair was left 
on her blouse.  That cannot be 
said of our springer Scooby a 
field springer.

After our talk inside, we 
toured Dave and Julies kennel, 
a place to be proud of. Then 
we watched these happy dogs 
work. Dave got a duck and did 
some water retrieves with sev-
eral dogs. The dogs are water 
nuts. They then wanted us to 
watch their fieldwork, but run-
ning short of time and seeing 
the wall of awards we’ll just 
take that for granted. All these 

for dogs that can point like a 
shorthair and pull a duck out of 
the water on some of the coldest 
days… quite the dogs.

So what does a pup from the 
award winning De Jac Griffons 
cost? A $200.00 deposit will 
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istered and micro chipped for 
permanent ID. And all their 
pups are named and dual reg-
istered with NAVHDA & Field 
Dog Stud book, with an AKC 
as an option. But you don’t 
get that registration until until 
after you have a hip evalua-
tion from either Penn Hip or 
OFA and tested your pup in a 
NAHVDA Natural Ability test. 
Unfortunately, many puppy 
owners never complete their 
registration requirements.

Are you looking for names 
for your pup? The Carlstroms 
have a great system. They have 
a book: Billboards Top 40’s 
Rock & Roll Songs back to 
1956. Every pup’s regis-
tered name is a song title. 
You of course can name 
your pup any call name  
you desire.

Dave and Julie also 
reserve the right, though 
rarely used, of the third 
puppy in any litter or mat-
ing you have.  This is more 
of a way to guarantee ac-
cess to their bloodlines in 
case something happens. 

So how about their 
dogs? They are VERY in-
telligent and very well 
mannered. We had three 
dogs in the house during 
the interview and all were 
well mannered. One had a ten-
nis ball which he would push 
over the edge of a stair and play 
a retriever game with itself. 

The same dog nine-month-
old pup wanted to get in Ellen’s 
lap. It was a fairly big dog… it 
just wanted to play. But what 

get you on the list for a pup. 
Total price is $1000.00 That 
may seem pricey but fourteen 
years ago the Carstroms paid 
$600 for their first Griffon. And 
I don’t know anyone who has 
ever bought a quality dog and 
regretted it.  Their website is 

www.dejacpinekennels.
com or call them at 715-
421-3227 they are great 
people with great dogs.

Dennis Guldan is the 
publisher of Bird Dog & 
Retriever News and hails 
from New Brighton, MN 


