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for scholarships now through July 
1, 2011.

Scholarships are available 
only to employees and their family 
members of the 72 Voting Member 
companies of NSSF. The scholar-
ship program is one of a number 
of benefits that Voting Member 
companies receive from NSSF, the 
trade association for the firearms 
and ammunition industry.

Applicants must be enrolled in, 
or have been accepted and plan to 
attend, a college, university or vo-
cational school during the fall 2011 
school year. Scholarships are limited 
to candidates seeking an undergrad-
uate or vocational degree only. The 
complete rules are available on this 
webpage [http://nssf.org/mem-
bers/PDF/scholarshiprules.pdf], 
and application forms are available 
at www.nssf.org/members. NSSF 
urges applicants to read the rules 
thoroughly before applying.

An application requires a 350-
word essay on one of the following 
topics: Why Hunting is Important 
to Rural Businesses; Social Media 
and the Outdoor Word; Prime Time-
-Families Enjoying the Outdoors 
Together; or The True Meaning of 
the Second Amendment.

Twenty-two scholarships are 
available. The applicant who writes 
the essay judged the best will receive 
a $3,000 scholarship. A $2,000 schol-
arship goes to the next best essayist. 
There will be 20 other $1,000 schol-
arships awarded. NSSF will contact 
the winners by August 19 and list 
the recipients on its website.

NSSF Voting Member com-
panies will receive posters and 
application forms to promote the 
scholarships to their employees.

For more information about the 
NSSF Voting Member Scholarship 
Program, contact Bettyjane Swann, 
NSSF’s membership director, at 
bswann@nssf.org.

NSSF Earns PR News 
Award for 2010 Annual 

Review
 The National Shooting Sports 

Foundation won the PR News top 
prize in the Annual Brochure or 
Publication category for its 2010 
NSSF Annual Review: A Building 
Block To History.

In March, NSSF was recognized 
by PR News as a finalist for four 
different awards and one individual 
award.

This is the second year in a 
row NSSF’s Annual Review was 
recognized by PR News for excel-
lence in communication. It beat 
out more than 300 entries from 
other non-profit companies in North 
America.

“This year’s Annual Review was 
truly an organizational achievement 

as all departments contributed to 
its content and success,” said Chris 
Dolnack, NSSF senior vice president 
and chief marketing officer. “Our 
50th year is certainly a celebration of 
what we have done as an organiza-
tion and communicating the pride 
we have as an industry.”

NSSF also received honorable 
mentions in two categories for 
Best Advocacy Campaign and Is-
sues Management/Public Affairs 
Campaign for its Hunting Works 
for America initiative, a grassroots 
program developed in conjunction 
with the Minneapolis-based Public 
Affairs Company to combat anti-
hunting groups and to oppose any 
lead component ban in ammunition. 
NSSF’s weekly newsletter Bullet 
Points received honorable mention 
in the Best Digital Communications 
category, and Mark Thomas, NSSF’s 
managing director of marketing 
communications, was runner-up 
and received honorable mention 
for Non-Profit Communicator of 
the Year.

Thomas accepted the awards 
on behalf of the organization at a 
luncheon in Washington, D.C.

PR News’ Non-Profit PR Awards 
are recognized as the industry’s 
top honor in the public relations-
communications non-profit space, 
showcasing outstanding marketing 
communications initiatives among 
the nation’s leading nonprofits and 
associations. The coveted awards set 
the industry benchmark for excel-
lence across all areas of marketing 
communications. According to PR 
News, the winners of the Non-Profit 
PR Awards are the ones who had a 
strategic and integrated marketing 
communications plan and then ex-
ecuted the plan economically and 
professionally.
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News from the Non-profits

Ducks Unlimited Lauds 
Federal Legislation 

to Protect North Fork 
Habitat in Montana

Ducks Unlimited is support-
ing legislation that will have a 
positive impact on waterfowl 
habitats and protect the North 
Fork of the Flathead Drainage 
in Montana. The bill, the North 
Fork Watershed Protection Act 
of 2011 (S.233), was introduced 
in the 112th Congress by Mon-
tana Senators Max Baucus and 
Jon Tester.

Sen. Baucus will present the 
bill at a hearing to the Senate 
Subcommittee on Public Lands 
and Forests on May 25.

“The legislation will protect 
the water quality of down-
stream flows to key wetlands 
in this drainage area. This is a 
critical staging area for migrat-
ing waterfowl and supports 
more than 50,000 waterfowl 
each year,” Robert Sanders, 
DU manager of conservation 
programs for Montana said. 

“For example, the region’s large 
number of small wetlands has 
been known to support one of 
the highest densities of nesting 
redheads in the U.S.” 

Most of the land in the Flat-
head Valley is federally owned, 
with miles of grassland dotted 
with hundreds of small wet-
lands. The Intermountain West 
Joint Venture Coordinated Bird 
Conservation Plan and numer-
ous federal and state level bird 
conservation plans list this val-
ley as a priority landscape for 
waterfowl and other birds. 

“It is imperative water qual-
ity in this key area be main-
tained,” Sanders said, “and 
DU supports the North Fork 
legislation as a way to ensure 
water quality is maintained for 
these important habitats.”

Ducks Unlimited is the 
world’s largest non-profit orga-
nization dedicated to conserv-
ing North America’s continu-
ally disappearing waterfowl 
habitats. Established in 1937, 
Ducks Unlimited has conserved 
more than 12 million acres 
thanks to contributions from 
more than a million supporters 
across the continent. Guided 
by science and dedicated to 
program efficiency, DU works 
toward the vision of wetlands 
sufficient to fill the skies with 
waterfowl today, tomorrow and 
forever.

DU Leaders Visit Capitol 
Hill, Discuss Waterfowl 
Initiatives with Nation’s 

Top Policymakers

Ducks Unlimited leaders 
traveled to Washington, D.C., 
this week to discuss the critical 
role wetlands conservation pro-
grams play across the nation. 
The group, which included 
several DU volunteer leaders 
as well as members of the DU 
Conservation Programs Com-
mittee, met with congressional 
and federal agency representa-
tives.

“Hunters and anglers gener-
ate almost $80 billion in the U.S. 
economy each year. In a time 
when the federal government is 
forced to scale back its budget, 
it is essential that elected of-
ficials understand the positive 
economic impact conservation 
programs provide for our na-
tion,” Scott Sutherland, director 
of the Governmental Affairs 
Office for DU, said. “These 
meetings provide a great way 
for DU to educate Congress and 
other national leaders on how 
important waterfowl-related is-
sues are to their constituents.”

The Ducks Unlimited Gov-
ernmental Affairs Office, which 
organized the fly-in, scheduled 
DU volunteers for more than 30 
appointments with policymak-
ers. During these meetings, DU 
volunteers were able show-
case how waterfowl-related 
initiatives, such as the North 
American Wetlands Conserva-
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tion Act, positively impact the 
economies of local communities 
across the nation.

While the fly-in primarily 
focused on congressional visits, 
several key DU volunteers also 
met with top ranking federal 
agency officials, including the 
U.S. Secretary of the Interior, 
Ken Salazar. During a private 
meeting with Secretary Sala-
zar, the group discussed the 
importance of saving America’s 
rapidly disappearing native 
prairies through the imple-
mentation of the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service’s proposed 
Dakota Grassland Conserva-
tion Area. The project is part 
of a large-scale effort to con-
serve populations of migratory 
birds by protecting endangered 
grasslands in America’s Prairie 
Pothole Region.

Dakota Grassland Con-
servation Area would build a 
new national model by work-
ing with private landowners 
to develop conservation ease-
ment agreements that would 
protect working agricultural 
landscapes while benefiting 
wildlife. Ducks Unlimited has 
pledged to donate $50 million 
during 10 years for easements 
under the Dakota Grassland 
initiative.

The DU volunteers and 
staffers who met with Secretary 
Salazar included:

    * John W. Childs, president 
of Wetlands America Trust

    * John Tomke, former 
president of Ducks Unlimited

    * George Dunklin, mem-

ber of DU board of directors

    * Bill D’Alonzo, member 
of the Wetlands America Trust 
board of directors

    * Scott Sutherland, direc-
tor of the DU Governmental 
Affairs Office

Ducks Unlimited is the 
world’s largest nonprofit orga-
nization dedicated to conserv-
ing North America’s continu-
ally disappearing waterfowl 
habitats. Established in 1937, 
Ducks Unlimited has conserved 
more than 12 million acres 
thanks to contributions from 
more than a million supporters 
across the continent. Guided 
by science and dedicated to 
program efficiency, DU works 
toward the vision of wetlands 
sufficient to fill the skies with 
waterfowl today, tomorrow and 
forever.

DU Sits Down With Secre-
tary of Interior Salazar in South 
Dakota

Ducks Unlimited says Sec-
retary of the Interior Ken Sala-
zar ’s visit to South Dakota 
this week brings new light to 
America’s disappearing native 
prairie. Salazar met with DU 
and other conservation partners 
today to talk about the Dakota 
Grassland Conservation Area 
that would bring more dollars 
to retaining grassland through 
conservation easements on pri-
vate land. 

“This project will conserve 
our vanishing prairie for wild-
life, ranchers and the general 
public,” said Jim Ringelman, 
DU director of conservation 

programs for North and South 
Dakota. “It keeps the land 
in private ownership, using 
voluntary easements while 
maintaining farmland used for 
grazing and haying.“

Ringelman says, with a 
waiting list of more than 600 
willing landowners in the Da-
kotas, there is no shortage of 
interest in ranchers wanting to 
sell conservation easements. 
“The real limiting factor is the 
funding,” he said. “The Dakota 
Grassland Conservation Area 
designation would bring us 
closer to enrolling all of those 
who have applied.”

Salazar says the Dakota 
Grassland Conservation Area 
would build a new national 
model for the protection of 
working agricultural land-
scapes while benefiting wild-
life. He applauded DU’s com-
mitment to invest $50 million 
over ten years for easements 
under the Dakota Grassland 
initiative. “If there are any ex-
amples of commitment to the 
Dakota grasslands, it is the fact 
that Ducks Unlimited would 
put $50 million on the table for 
that.

Ringelman says native prai-
rie and wetlands help South 
Dakota’s economy with beef 
production and tourism depen-
dent on these two resources. 
“Cattle producers are critical 
to protecting the prairie land-
scape,” he said. “Cows need 
the same thing waterfowl do 
– grass and water. “

Salazar spent the afternoon 
at Jim Faltstich’s ranch near 
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Highmore. “It’s a real privilege 
to have Secretary Salazar in 
South Dakota and be able to 
have a number of ranchers visit 
with him about the importance 
of native grassland,” Falstich 
said. “When these grasslands 
are properly managed, the 
concerns of everyone involved 
is addressed, whether its profit-
ability of the rancher, wildlife 
or environmental issues such 
as water.”

The Dakota Grassland Con-
servation Area will be funded 
with dollars already dedicated 
to conservation. Under the 
proposal, the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service will seek to 
acquire easements from willing 
sellers on approximately two 
million acres of native prairie 
habitat to benefit wildlife and 
support traditional economic 

contacted at the DNR’s office 
in Grand Rapids, Minnesota 
by  phone at 218-327-4438 or 
by email at Ted.Dick@state.
mn.us .

Court Ruling Puts 
Hunting Rights in 

Danger      
RGS with some three-dozen 

other national wildlife and con-
servation  organizations once 
again expresses its dissatisfac-
tion with a recent federal  court 
ruling regarding recreation on 
the Huron-Manistee National 
Forest in  central Michigan. The 
ruling by the Sixth Circuit Court 
of Appeals states that the  For-
est must consider banning gun 
hunting on 66,000 acres of areas 
designated  as “semi primitive” 
within the Huron-Manistee Na-
tional Forest.     This court ruling 
could set a troubling precedent 
that could pose a threat to gun  
hunting on portions of our fed-
eral lands across the nation. 

The Forest Service  was ac-
cepting public comment on the 
two alternatives until February 
11th.  I  hope all RGS Members 
took the time to make their 
voice heard!  Anti-hunters  
generated a lot of comments 
into the Forest Service and it is 
critical that hunters  stand up to 
have their opinions heard. The 
Supplemental Environmental 
Impact  Statement that is being 
reviewed will proposal to ban 
firearm hunting on the  identi-
fied areas. 

The Forest Service proposes 
only two alternatives. The first 
is  “No-Action;” this would 
reaffirm existing management 

direction on the Forest  and 
continue to allow hunting on 
the identified areas. The second 
is “Modified  Closure Alterna-
tive;” this would ban firearm 
hunting on some portion of the  
identified areas.    

The decision also ignores 
the many decades of harmo-
nious coexistence  between 
hunters and other recreation-
ists on public lands throughout 
Michigan  and across America. 
The opportunity to hunt with 
a firearm exists for  approxi-
mately 5 months annually in 
Michigan. 

However, substantial hunter  
activity occurs for only a hand-
ful of days each year in associa-
tion with the gun  deer season 
and several weekends during 
other popular seasons.     

As all conservationist work 
to introduce a more people to 
the outdoors, it would  be coun-
terproductive to create artificial 
barriers to do so by establishing 
zones  where well-supported 
and long-practiced recreational 
uses are no longer  allowed. 

I hope that all Members 
strongly urged the Huron-
Manistee National  Forest to 
aid in sustaining our hunting 
heritage   

activities, specifically livestock 
production.

New Biologist For MN   
Minnesota Position
Ted Dick is now the ruffed 

grouse habitat coordinator for 
Minnesota, a position that was  
created through a partnership 
between the Minnesota De-
partment of Natural Resources 
and  the Ruffed Grouse Society.  
Ted is off and running and 
already getting his feet wet in 
the  grouse woods.  Ted can be 
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Calling All Bird Dogs for 
Iowa Pheasants Forever’s 

Spring Fun Trial

Pointers and flushers wel-
come in two divisions for April 
23rd event to “Reload Iowa”

The trial is open to all point-
ing and flushing breeds.

The trial is open to all point-
ing and flushing breeds.

Riverside, Iowa - March 
22 - Calling all bird dogs and 
their owners! Pheasants For-
ever is hosting a Spring Fun 
Trail on Saturday, April 23rd at 
Highland Hideaway Hunting 
in Riverside, Iowa. The trial is 
open to pointing and flushing 
breeds, with all proceeds going 
to Pheasants Forever’s Reload 
Iowa effort to improve wildlife 
habitat and carry on Iowa’s 
upland hunting tradition.

Pheasants Forever’s Spring 
Fun Trial will include a singles 
(one hunter and one dog) and 
doubles (two hunters and one 
dog) division. In the singles 
division, hunter and dog will 
have 15 minutes to score on 
three quail, and in the doubles 

division, hunters and dog will 
have 20 minutes to score on five 
quail. The event is limited to the 
first 50 entries, and individuals 
and teams may enter multiple 
times. Prizes will be awarded 
for the first place winner in each 
division.

“Conservation efforts have 
always been spearheaded by 
hunters,” said Tom Fuller, 
Pheasants Forever’s Regional 
Representative in eastern Iowa, 
“There’s no more passionate 
group of hunters than bird 
dog owners, so it seems natu-
ral to use that passion to fuel 
Pheasants Forever ’s Reload 
Iowa initiative.” One hun-
dred percent of proceeds from 
Pheasants Forever ’s Spring 
Fun Trial will go to the Reload 
Iowa effort, which is Pheasants 
Forever’s aggressive strategy 
for establishing and improv-
ing 1 million acres of wildlife 
habitat, increasing the number 
of upland hunters and increas-
ing hunting-related revenue to 
local communities.

The singles event is $30 per 
run and the doubles event is $50 
per run. Clay shooting (5 stand) 
will be available between runs 
for $10. Lunch will also be 
available. Visit Highland Hunt-
ing for directions. For more 
information about Pheasants 
Forever’s Spring Fun Trial, in-
cluding full rules, contact Ryan 
at (319) 330-6165 or Tom at (319) 
828-2050 / tfuller@pheasants-
forever.org. 

Iowa is home to 101 Pheas-
ants Forever chapters, 3 Quail 
Forever chapters and more 

than 22,000 Pheasants Forever 
and Quail Forever members. 
For more information on “The 
Habitat Organization” in Iowa, 
visit Iowa Pheasants Forever.

Anthony Hauck (651) 209-
4972 AHauck@pheasantsfor-
ever.org

Quail Status
After the major blizzard 

that occurred in early February 
many of us wonder about the 
well-being of the critters of for-
est and field. Most of their food 
was buried in a huge snow-
storm then they were faced 
with below zero wind chills for 
several nights. Most predators 
and raptors are affected because 
their biggest food source, mice 
and related animals, are buried 
under the snow and difficult to 
get to. However, they evolved 
with a feast or famine eating 
habit and can probably tough 
out a few days with not much 
harm.

What about the songbirds? 
Some will succumb to the rav-
ages of such a storm, especially 
if they were already weak or 
otherwise not healthy. Much of 
their food source is also buried 
and this late in the winter a lot 
of the food above the snow is 
pretty depleted or of very low 
quality. But our songbirds also 
evolved to handle at least brief 
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episodes of such trauma. They 
are mobile and can search for 
food near and far. They have a 
crop which they can fill when they 
find an abundance of food and 
digest it later.

Now, let’s talk about quail. 
They have also evolved to make 
it through at least short spurts of 
this kind of weather. A shining 
example occurred in 2007.

What Our Research 
Shows

The Department had radio col-
lars on several quail at Davisdale 
Conservation Area near Boonev-
ille. A major snow event dumped 
18-20 inches of snow at the end of 
November between Columbia and 
Booneville and it was followed by 
sub-zero temperatures for a few 
nights.

How many of our radio-
collared quail died? Our 
staff thought they had all 

died.
They kept getting radio signals 

from an edge feathering brush 
pile over the course of a couple of 
days, before the snow had started 
melting. Finally, thinking the birds 
had died, they went to the brush 
pile to retrieve the valuable collars 
to reuse. As they started to tear 
apart the brush pile to get to the 
dead birds, they were surprised 
when the birds flew out the other 
side of the brush pile!!! Those birds 
stayed in the brush pile for at least 
3 days before they were flushed by 
our workers. There were no tracks 
in the snow to indicate that they 
had moved out of the brush pile 
since the snowstorm. This ability 
to hunker down and wait out the 
worst that the elements can throw 
at them serves the quail well. 
During that winter storm, we did 

not lose a one of the birds that we 
had radio collars on. Davisdale is 
one of our Quail Emphasis Areas 
where we have intensified man-
agement specifically for quail. The 
brush pile that those birds flushed 
from was put there specifically 
for quail. It takes habitat for the 
birds to survive extreme winter 
weather.

The Quail Down My 
Lane

Like the quail at Davisdale, I 
had not seen my quail for about 4 
days after Monday’s freezing rain. 
But Saturday after temperatures 
climbed above freezing for the first 
time we saw the covey. I am sure 
they were buried in snow for a 
few days in one of my many brush 
piles on the farm just trying to 
survive the harsh conditions. Even 
though we had about 15 inches of 
snow in Osage County, the quail 
on my lane will survive, because 
they have the habitat. A big goose-
berry thicket protects them from 
most chances of a predator getting 
to them. They have a wildflower 
plot nearby with food sticking 
out above the snow that should 
sustain them through winter. In 
addition, I noticed they have really 
been working on a nearby privet 
shrub that is still loaded with 
berries, deeper in the woods are 
some winterberry that many birds 
are going to right now, too. If the 
habitat is there, they will survive 
to keep on going into the spring. 
Check out http://mdc.mo.gov/
blogs/more-quail”>http://mdc.
mo.gov/blogs/more-quail for ad-
ditional information.

If you build it, they will 
come…

“Do Something” In 1991 Dr. Paul 
Callicoat purchased his farm and de-
cided that the north 200 acres would 
be devoted to quail management (he 

enjoys working his quail dogs, a lot!). 
In 1993 he contacted the Missouri De-
partment of Conservation (MDC) and 
a management plan was developed. 
Over the next several years he began 
to implement his practices, but his 
work didn’t allow him to devote as 
much time as he wanted. Then in 2007 
Dr. Callicoat contacted MDC again. 
We reviewed his previous plan and 
addressed the woody encroachment 
(oaks and hickories) that had oc-
curred. He contracted the mechanical 
clipper to cut the poles and he sprayed 
and used prescribed fire for the sap-
lings. We were able to offset some of 
the cost by using MDC cost share. 
The initial treatment with herbicide 
killed the woodies and allowed more 
sunlight to hit the ground. Since the 
shade was eliminated, an increase in 
native grasses and forbs occurred. 
This increased the fuel load for pre-
scribed fire which keeps the woodies 
in check. He created brush piles from 
the poles that were cut and disks 
around these piles. And he randomly 
disks throughout his tract and plants 
food plots or lets it sit idle. With the 
number of burn units Dr. Callicoat 
has, he’s able to rotate his burns and 
still provide the habitat diversity that 
quail need. Dr. Callicoat has seen his 
covey count increase to 8 coveys last 
winter (his highest).

We were driving around his 
property last week looking at his 
progress and talking about this 
project. He mentioned that back 
when he started in the 90’s he felt 
intimidated by what needed to 
be done and might do something 
wrong or mess up. This last go 
around he wasn’t worried about 
messing anything up. He said 
you have to “Do Something” or 
you’ll never get anything done. 
I’d have to agree…8 coveys aren’t 
bad! Mike Petersen, Private Land 
Conservationist, Cassville, MO
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State News

Nebraska
Public May Comment 

on Waterfowl 
Recommendations

The Nebraska Game and Parks 
Commission is inviting public 
comment on its 2011 waterfowl 
hunting season recommenda-
tions.

Hunters may provide feedback 
by sending an e-mail to ngpc.
input@nebraska.gov, attending 
a public informational meeting 
in July, or attending the public 
hearing at the Game and Parks 
board of commissioners meeting 
on July 29.

Staff recommendations for the 
waterfowl, crow and falconry sea-
sons will be brought to the board 
of commissioners at its meeting 
in Lincoln. The seasons will be 
approved by the board later in the 
summer.

Following are the public infor-
mational meetings – all set for 7 
p.m. – scheduled around the state 
to discuss waterfowl season rec-
ommendations:

Bridgeport, Prairie Wind Center, 
424 N. Main St., July 12

Broken Bow, One Box Shooting 
Complex, 5 miles southwest on 
Ryno Road, July 12

Lincoln, Game and Parks head-
quarters, 2200 N. 33rd St., July 13

Ponca State Park, Willow Room, 
2 miles north of Ponca, July 13

Alma, Johnson Center, 509 Main 
St., July 14

Alda, Heartland Public Shooting 
Park, 6788 Husker Hwy., July 15

Following is a summary of pro-

posed recommendations for the 
waterfowl, crow and falconry 
seasons:

Earl Teal – Low Plains Unit: Sept. 
10-25; High Plains Unit: Sept. 10-
18

Early Canada Goose – eliminate 
early season

Youth Waterfowl Season – Oct. 
1-2

Ducks and Coots – Low Plains 
Early: Oct. 8-Dec. 18 and Dec. 
23-24

Low Plains Late: Oct. 15-16 and 
Oct. 22-Jan. 1

High Plains: Oct. 8-Dec. 18 and 
Dec. 23-Jan. 15

Pintail and Canvasback – Low 
Plains Early and High Plains: Oct. 
8-Nov. 15; Low Plains Late: Oct. 
15-16 and Oct. 22-Nov. 27

Dark Goose – East Unit: Oct. 8-16 
and Oct. 22-Jan. 25; North Central 
Unit: Oct. 8-Jan. 20; Platte River 
Unit: Oct. 22-Feb. 3; Panhandle 
Unit: Nov. 5-Feb. 3; Niobrara Unit: 
Oct. 22-Feb. 3

White-Fronted Geese – State-
wide: Oct. 8-Dec. 18

Light Goose Regular Season – 
Statewide: Oct. 8-Jan. 6 and Jan. 
21-Feb. 3

Light Goose Conservation Order 
– Zone 1: Feb. 4-April 15; Zone 2: 
Feb. 4-April 1; Zone 3: Feb. 4-April 
15

Crow – Statewide: Oct. 1-Nov. 
15 and Jan. 20-April 6; Special 
Public Health Hazard Order: Nov. 
16-Jan. 19

Falconry – Low Plains: Sept. 
1-30 and concurrent with duck 
seasons in Low Plains Early and 

Late zones; High Plains: Concur-
rent with duck seasons in High 
Plains zone

Also, the U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service has approved Game 
and Parks’ recommendations 
for waterfowl zone changes. The 
changes, valid for five years, also 
require approval of the commis-
sioners. To view the zones, visit 
OutdoorNebraska.org, then click 
on Hunting, then Waterfowl. 

North Dakota
Game and Fish Pays 
$464,000 in Property 

Taxes
The North Dakota Game and Fish 

Department recently paid $464,835 
in taxes to counties in which the 
department owns or leases land. 
The 2010 in-lieu-of-tax payments 
are the same as property taxes paid 
by private landowners.

The Game and Fish Department 
manages more than 200,000 acres 
for wildlife habitat and public 
hunting in 50 counties. The de-
partment does not own or man-
age any land in Traill or Renville 
counties.

Following is a list of counties and 
the tax payments they received.

Adams 139.64
Grant 764.64
Ramsey 5,001.46
Barnes 4,229.51
Griggs 349.42
Ransom 1,187.95
Benson 2,988.86
Hettinger 2,905.76
Richland 14,978.23
Bottineau 4,097.00
Kidder 9,409.40
Rolette 18,157.86
Bowman 1,600.18
LaMoure 6,599.68
Sargent 12,502.92
Burke 653.92
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Logan 1,301.07
Sheridan 57,913.67
Burleigh 28,957.08
McHenry 1,696.30
Sioux 386.82
Cass 6,043.79
McIntosh 6,719.68
Slope 1,464.38
Cavalier 21,068.47
McKenzie 28,781.27
Stark 240.35
Dickey 14,943.42
McLean 47,074.20
Steele 7,993.98
Divide 1,416.12
Mercer 11,928.34
Stutsman 6,739.95
Dunn 6,816.70
Morton 15,973.78
Towner 2,034.08
Eddy 3,329.43
Mountrail 9,815.21
Walsh 8,792.74
Emmons 3,036.10
Nelson 4,505.42
Ward 72.08
Foster 2,757.88
Oliver 2,325.06
Wells 39,239.50
Golden Valley 181.85
Pembina 14,717.35
Williams 6,888.19
Grand Fork 12,203.30
Pierce1,911.82
 

Wilton Mine Shooting 
Range Closed until 

Further Notice
The public shooting range at 

Wilton Mine Wildlife Management 
Area is closed until further notice 
because high water from recent 
heavy rains is covering much of 
the range area.

The only public range open in 
the Bismarck-Mandan area is 
Schmidt Bottoms, located 13.4 
miles south of Mandan on ND 
Highway 1806.

The MacLean shooting range lo-
cated near the MacLean boat ramp 

south of Bismarck has been closed 
since early June due to overland 
flooding.

Wilton Mine WMA is approxi-
mately two miles east of Wilton.

South Dakota
Hunters Asked to 

Complete Survey Forms
Harvest surveys for the 2010-11 

hunting seasons in South Dakota 
will be wrapped up in the next few 
weeks, and those who received 
survey forms still have an oppor-
tunity to respond.

“We have mailed post-season 
survey cards for South Dakota 
hunting seasons to a random se-
lection of hunters over the past 
several months,” said Game, Fish, 
and Parks Department wildlife 
biologist Corey Huxoll. “Hunters 
who received surveys will add 
to our knowledge about hunting 
seasons if they respond in the next 
few days.”

Answers to the surveys supple-
ment other information about 
wildlife populations and assist 
in development of management 
strategies for next year’s seasons.

Survey cards were mailed to a 
random selection of resident and 
nonresident hunters. The initial 
survey card mailings were timed 
so hunters received them near the 
closing dates of each season.

In addition to the usual mail-
back option, hunters can respond 
through a website address where 
they can record their hunting ac-
tivities for any of the hunting sea-
sons. However, Huxoll said hunt-
ers still need information from 
their survey cards in order to enter 
the website and answer questions 
specific to their licenses.

Special Canada Goose, 
Tundra Swan and 

Nonresident Waterfowl 
Hunting License 

Numbers Finalized
The South Dakota Game, Fish 

and Parks Commission has final-
ized the Special Canada Goose 
and Tundra Swan seasons and the 
Nonresident Waterfowl hunting 
license numbers.

The Bennett County Special 
Canada Goose hunting season 
will run from Oct. 15 to Dec 18. 
The Special Goose season will of-
fer 800 resident three-tag Canada 
goose licenses.

The 2011 Tundra Swan hunt-
ing season will run from Oct. 
1 through the end of the light 
goose hunting season. All counties 
east of the Missouri River except 
Charles Mix, Bon Homme, Yank-
ton, Clay, Union, Lincoln, Turner, 
Hutchinson and Douglas counties 
will be open to hunting.

There will be 1,100 resident and 
200 nonresident single-tag tundra 
swan licenses available.

Nonresident waterfowl hunt-
ers will have the same number 
of licenses available this year as 
the 2010 season. The maximum 
number of nonresident waterfowl 
licenses issued by lottery will be 
4,000 special nonresident licenses, 
2,000 early fall Canada goose 
temporary nonresident licenses, 
2,000 fall three-day temporary 
nonresident waterfowl licenses, 
and 10,000 spring snow geese tem-
porary nonresident licenses.

The application process for these 
seasons will open in mid-May. 
The application deadline for Early 
Canada Goose and Nonresident 
Waterfowl will be July 8. The 
application deadline for Tundra 
Swan licenses will be August 12.
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Prairie grouse plan 
available for review

The South Dakota Game, Fish 
and Parks Department is offering 
citizens the opportunity to review 
a new five-year draft management 
plan for prairie grouse.

The Prairie Grouse Management 
Plan for South Dakota 2011-2015 
describes how the state proposes 
to manage prairie grouse, both 
sharp-tailed grouse and greater 
prairie chicken, in South Dakota. 
The draft will be available for re-
view through May 16. Interested 
citizens are encouraged to submit 
comments on the plan by the 
deadline.

“Prairie grouse can be found 
across South Dakota where grass-
lands comprise much of the land-
scape,” said Travis Runia, senior 
upland game biologist. “As their 
name implies, much of the draft 
plan is focused on maintaining 
and enhancing grassland habitats 
found on both public and private 
lands.”

To view the draft management 
plan and provide feedback online, 
visit the following link at http://
gfp.sd.gov/wildlife/manage-
ment/plans/prairie-grouse-man-
agement-plan.aspx

Request a printed copy of the re-
port or submit written comments 
to: Game, Fish and Parks; 523 East 
Capitol Avenue; Pierre SD 57501.

SD GFP Commission 
Proposes Changes to 
August Management 

Take
A proposal by the South Dakota 

Game Fish and Parks Commission 
would suspend the possession 
limit on Canada geese during 
the August Management Take 
Season.

The proposal would eliminate 
the 32-Canada goose possession 
limit during the management 
period. GFP officials are working 
with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice (USFWS) to allow donation of 
geese taken during the season to 
food pantries. Eliminating the pos-
session limit for the special season 
would ease legal restrictions if the 
donation process is approved.

The proposal would also open 
the August Management Take 
Season to Hanson, Lincoln, and 
Union counties.

The proposed season would run 
from August 13-28 and have a 
daily limit of eight Canada geese.

Those who wish to provide writ-
ten comments on the proposal 
may do so until 5 p.m. on Wednes-
day, June 1. Comments may be 
mailed to Game, Fish and Parks 
Commission, 523 E. Capitol Ave., 
Pierre, S.D., 57501, or e-mailed to 
wildinfo@state.sd.us . Each com-
ment must have the sender’s full 
name and address in order to be 
included in the public record.

Comments may also be present-
ed in person at the public hearing 
during the GFP Commission meet-
ing, which is scheduled for 2 p.m. 
CDT on Thursday, June 2, at the 
Lewis and Clark Recreation Area, 
43349 SD Hwy 52, near Yankton.

Mini Grants Available 
for Shooting Sports 

Programs
Organizations involved in youth 

shooting sports will have the op-
portunity to obtain funds this year 
from the South Dakota Depart-
ment of Game, Fish & Parks.

The GFP shooting sports mini-
grants will be available for inter-
ested organizations, starting in 
May. The grants are designed to 

provide funds to small, nonprofit 
groups interested in providing 
shooting sports opportunities to 
youth. Eligible applicants who 
are approved will be reimbursed 
for 75 percent of the total cost of 
the project. Requirements for the 
mini-grants include:

    * Grants may not exceed a total 
of $2,500 (organization’s cost)

    * Nonprofit organizations 
only

    * Organizations are eligible 
every two years

    * Funds are available for shoot-
ing sports-related programs only

    * Firearms are ineligible for 
purchase under these grants

    * Other examples of ineligible 
purchases under the grants in-
clude: clothing, club memberships, 
food, transportation costs, trans-
portation equipment, and lodging; 
purchases must be directly related 
to the shooting sports.

    * Total funds available for these 
grants in 2011 are $40,000

    * Applicants must meet all 
eligibility requirements to be ap-
proved

Interested applicants can email 
for more information or to request 
an application at curt.robertson@
state.sd.us or by phone at 605-
223-7666.

Wisconsin
Proposed waterfowl 

hunting changes altered 
after review of public 

comments
After reviewing extensive feed-

back from thousands of waterfowl 
hunters collected through mail-in 
surveys, annual spring hearings 
and a waterfowl hunters’ confer-
ence, wildlife officials are retooling 
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proposed changes in waterfowl 
hunting zones and dates for 2011 
and beyond. The Natural Resourc-
es Board will be asked to make a 
final decision on season structures 
at its August 9-10 meeting in Sauk 
City.

Details of the revised zone and 
season structure proposal can be 
reviewed on the waterfowl page 
of the Department of Natural 
Resources website. All citizens 
-- hunters and non-hunters alike 
-- will be able to comment over 
the next three months at public 
meetings. Meeting dates and 
locations for sharing comments 
will be announced following the 
May 25 Natural Resources Board 
meeting. Comments may also be 
submitted by emailing, writing 
or phone by contacting Kent Van 
Horn, DNR waterfowl biologist. 
(608) 266-8841.

“Input we’ve received over the 
years from waterfowl hunters 
shows a range of preference for 
season dates and hunting zones,” 
Van Horn said. “Finding a season 
structure that meets everyone’s 
desires and also fits within federal 
guidelines for waterfowl seasons 
is challenging. We’re seeking com-
ment on three new proposals and 
we hope that hunters will find one 
of these proposals as the best fit 
for our future duck hunting op-
portunities.”

These latest season proposals 
take advantage of two new season 
configurations under consider-
ation by federal waterfowl manag-
ers; either a three-zone option with 
season splits; or a four-zone option 
with no splits. A split, explained 
VanHorn, is a short break in a 
hunting season allowing water-
fowl a rest from hunting pressure 
and an opportunity for additional 
waterfowl to move into a hunting 

zone as fall migrations progress.
“These new zone proposals keep 

the traditional Highway 10 bound-
ary between north and south zones 
for waterfowl hunting purposes,” 
says Van Horn. “That has proven 
to be a good dividing line for early 
and late season starting dates. But 
that framework doesn’t work as 
well for the Mississippi River and 
Lake Michigan hunters. These pro-
posals create a new zone or zones 
for those water bodies intended to 
better address migratory patterns 
on those waters.”

Wisconsin is home to roughly 
80,000 waterfowl hunters and a 
variety of waterfowl habitats from 
potholes and wetlands to river 
corridors to inland lakes and the 
coastal waters of Lakes Superior 
and Michigan. This diversity of 
hunters and habitats has produced 
a wide range of waterfowl hunter 
preferences for hunting season 
dates and hunting zones. Water-
fowl are migratory and hence ul-
timately are managed by the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service. The ser-
vice provides broad season frame-
works that individual states can 
then tailor to their hunters, their 
habitat and migratory patterns. 
All season structures are subject 
to USFWS review for compliance 
with guidelines.

“These revamped zone propos-
als are being sent to USFWS for 
review but in the meantime we 
are moving ahead and gathering 
public input,” said Van Horn. 
“Once a new duck zone structure 
is approved and adopted by the 
wildlife service, a state is locked 
into that structure for five years 
with annual flexibility for ad-
justments to opening dates and 
splits. We want to build a season 
structure that meets the desires 
of as many hunters as possible 
but also protects the resource and 

gives Wisconsin waterfowlers the 
best opportunity to hunt with the 
peaks in fall migration.”

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CONTACT: Kent Van Horn (608) 
266-8841 or Bob Manwell (608) 
264-9248

American Woodcock 
Signing-ground Survey 
to take place this spring

The Department of Natural Resourc-
es will be conducting signing ground 
surveys of the American Woodcock 
this spring as part of an international 
survey running from Virginia to Que-
bec to indicate changes in woodcock 
abundance through the years.

The survey begins in Southern Wis-
consin between April 20 and May 10, 
reflecting the breeding season. Infor-
mation obtained through the surveys 
will be used to help federal, state and 
provinces manage woodcocks.

Counting woodcocks can be diffi-
cult as it prefers thick vegetation and 
is well camouflaged. They are most 
easily spotted near dusk in the spring, 
putting on their mating display. 
Males will begin by making a “peent” 
sound, and then flying into the air 
over 200 feet. They make a zig-zag 
return back to the ground and begin 
to make the “peent” sound. Hopefully 
this amazing aerial attracts a nearby 
female. During the survey, wildlife 
management staff will listen for the 
“peents” and record them along a 3.6 
mile route.

The woodcock, otherwise known 
as the Timberdoodle, is one of 
Wisconsin’s popular game birds to 
hunt. Their bill, used to search for 
and eat earthworms, is roughly 2.5 
inches long. The woodcock can be 
attracted to land through proper 
timber management, as their main 
habitat is young forest.


