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Microchipping 

 June’s National 
Microchipping Month

June is National Micro 
chipping Month and  
animal advocacy groups 

are using the occasion to raise 
awareness for the benefits of 
microchippingdogs, cats and 
other companion animals to 
protect their safety and bring 
peace of mind to their owners.

“Keeping beloved pets safe 
is a top priority for pet own-
ers, and microchipping offers 
a quick, safe and relatively 
painless solution to help protect 
animals from harm,” said Jean-
Miguel Robadey, global direc-
tor for HID Global’s Animal 
ID business. HID Global has 
been providing RFID solutions 
to safeguard pets for more than 
two decades, partnering with 
animal tagging systems inte-
grators around the world.

Microchipping involves in-
serting a small radio frequency 
identification (RFID) transpon-
der encased in a tiny BIO glass 
tag beneath the animal’s skin. 
The microchip is programmed 
following ISO standards (ISO 
11784-11785) with a unique pet 
identification number. Vets and 
public authorities can read the 
glass tag with any scanner, and 
follow the link of the animal ID 

number to online pet databases 
to trace a lost or stolen animal 
and return it to its rightful 
owner. Official organizations 
can also use RFID in conjunc-
tion with the animal’s registra-
tion files, and add information 
to the database such as medical 
history, vaccination schedules, 
updated owner addresses and 
more.

spent more than $47.7 billion on 
their pets in 20102, evidence of 
the lengths to which people will 
go to provide for their animal’s 
well being.

Microchipping brings pet 
owners added convenience 
and reassurance. While still 
largely voluntary in the U.S., 
microchipping regulation is in-
creasing around the world and 
governments as well as animal 
associations highly recommend 
use of this identification method 
to ensure full protection of ani-
mals. In fact, Switzerland now 
requires it for all dogs as well 
as horses. The pet databases 
needed to support these efforts 
help national and local govern-
ments monitor pet populations, 
and hold all the necessary infor-

mation 
for au-
thorities 
to easily 
contact 
the pet 
o w n e r 
if neces-
sary.

A s 
demand 
g ro w s , 
H I D 
G l o b a l 
will con-

tinue to work in close contact 
with its partners to develop 
cost-effective microchipping 
solutions. In the U.S., where 
only 10% of pets are currently 
identified with an RFID tran-
sponder, it has become more 
affordable than ever. A nation-
wide pet database does not yet 
exist in the U.S., but individual 

Growing pet populations 
spur need for improved 

pet identification
Expanding pet populations 

are increasing the prevalence of 
pet microchipping, according to 
Robadey. There are an estimated 
164 million pets in the U.S., 150 
million in Europe and 150 mil-
lion more in Asia.1  Americans 
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organizations and Florida and 
other states have established 
state-wide databases which are 
helping to increase the popu-
larity, ease and acceptance of 
microchipping.

An easy, accessible and 
affordable procedure
Microchipping is a simple, 

safe procedure that takes only 
a few minutes, and pet owners 
should discuss its advantages 
with their veterinarians. The 
vet will first scan the animal 
with a reader to make sure it 
isn’t already tagged, and 
then read the tag in the 
package to verify that it 
functions. Next, the tiny tag 
is inserted with a syringe, 
not unlike giving an animal 
its shots.  The tag is read 
again to ensure it still works 
properly.  Finally, the vet 
completes the paperwork 
and enrolls the animal in the 
online database.

Vets are strong proponents 
of microchipping, but are not 
always the only ones able to 
provide the service. In the 
U.K., for example, some dog 
groomers, animal shelters and 
local government entities have 
begun offering it.

Choose proven quality 
and reliable performance

Robadey stresses the im-
portance of choosing proven, 
long-lasting pet identification 
systems that will perform for 
the life of the animal.  If the 
microchip transponder doesn’t 
function properly it can incur 
unnecessary expense and need-
less risk to pets, since x-rays 

and surgery may be required 
to locate, remove and replace a 
faulty tag. Reading range is an-
other important consideration. 
Animals often feel anxious at 
the vet. A tag that can be read 
from a distance minimizes 
stress on the animal, and helps 
reduce risk to staff.

HID Global has delivered 
more than one billion RFID tags 
worldwide, and has the highest 
out-of-box performance ratings 
in the industry. It is one of the 
only companies that produces 

glass tags on fully automated 
equipment, using direct-bond 
technology, which reduces 
trauma to both wire and chip.

All HID Global pet ID tags 
are certified ISO compliant with 
11784 and 11785 global stan-
dards, and are readable by any 
of the scanners routinely used 
in the pet industry. Through its 
active industry involvement, 
HID Global stays abreast of the 
latest specifications to ensure 
compliant solutions.

Supporting 
manufacturers through 

trusted partnerships
HID Global partners with 

customers who design pet tagging 
kits to help solve specific design 
requirements and create unique 
products for a highly competitive 
market. “We have a long-standing 
reputation for meeting our cus-
tomers’ supply needs and sup-
porting them through the entire 
development process,” Robadey 
said.

HID Global offers consultation, 
training and technical support and 

can assist with qualification 
testing and certification. HID 
also offers HID on Demand™ 
Programming -- Pet Services 
featuring a secure procedure 
for receiving, storing and pro-
cessing orders and managing 
unique pet identifier num-
bers. With manufacturing and 
shipping facilities all over the 
world, it has the capacity to 
ensure reliable supply and 

just-in-time delivery.

Advancing pet ID 
technology

Robadey says HID Global 
continues to enlarge its pet ID 
portfolio with solutions that reflect 
its long-standing experience in 
animal identification. The com-
pany is currently at work on in-
novations to improve the comfort 
of the animal being tagged.

As demand and opportunity 
grow for better pet identification, 
pet owners, veterinarians and 
animal tagging system suppliers 
can rely on HID Global for high-
quality solutions to help increase 
the number of happy reunions 
between pets and their owners.
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Pheasants Forever Protects 
116 Acres of South Dakota 

Wetlands

Wetland easement is  
Pheasants Forev 
er ’s first in South 

Dakota. Wetland easements pro-
tect wetland areas on private 
land.

Wetland easements protect 
wetland areas on private 
land.

Pheasants Forever 
has secured a wetland 
easement for 116 acres in 
South Dakota’s Lyman 
County. The easement 
is Pheasants Forever ’s 
first in South Dakota and 
permanently protects key 
native habitat for upland 
birds and migratory wa-
terfowl.

Under the terms of 
the easement, the land-
owners, K&M Partners, 
retain ownership of the 
property and may hay 
or graze the wetlands 
basins when conditions 
allow, while Pheasants 
Forever ensures perma-
nent wildlife habitat by limiting 
future land uses. The easement 
was funded by a partial donation 
from the landowners and a $30,000 
grant from the federal North 
American Wetlands Conservation 
Act (NAWCA). The easement is 
perpetual and stays with the land 

when ownership changes.

Wetland habitats in this part of 
South Dakota provide key winter 
cover for upland birds, and when 
wet, are important for migratory 
waterfowl in the Central Flyway. 
But without permanent protection, 

these habitats are susceptible to 
destruction. “Often, during dry 
periods, wetlands in this part of 
South Dakota are destroyed and 
put into row crop production,” 
said Jim Ristau, a Pheasants For-
ever Farm Bill Wildlife Biologist 
based out of nearby Chamberlain, 

South Dakota, “Easements give 
landowners the alternative to 
maintain habitat acres in their na-
tive or restored condition, while 
allowing them to be grazed or 
hayed in a normal manner. This 
way, landowners and producers 
can benefit and wildlife doesn’t 
have to suffer.”

This wetland easement also 
highlights the value of NAWCA 
grants. Earlier this month, the 
U.S. House of Representatives Ap-
propriations Committee proposed 
spending cuts in conservation 
programs, including the loss of 
$47 million for NAWCA grants. 
“This first wetland easement in 
South Dakota boils down to a 
partnership of the landowners, 
Pheasants Forever and NAWCA 

making conservation hap-
pen,” said Ron Leathers, 
Pheasants Forever’s Director 
of Public Finance, “We’d lose 
a supporting pillar for our 
partnership without match 
funding from NAWCA.”

Although this conserva-
tion easement prohibits cer-
tain uses by the landowner, 
it does not make the land 
public. For more information 
about this project, contact Jim 
Ristau at (605) 734-5413 ext. 3 
/ jristau@pheasantsforever.
org.

About Pheasants For-
ever in South Dakota, South 
Dakota is home to 33 Pheas-
ants Forever chapters and 
more than 5,300 Pheasants 
Forever members. For more 

information on “The Habitat Or-
ganization” in South Dakota, call 
Pheasants Forever toll free at (877) 
773-2070.

Anthony Hauck (651) 209-4972 
AHauck@pheasantsforever.org

Projects
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News From The AKC

Governor Perry Signs TX 
HB 1451 Into Law

Texas Governor Rick Perry 
has signed House Bill 1451 into 
law. AKC opposed this legisla-
tion as it will negatively impact 
responsible owners and breed-
ers and will not improve animal 
welfare in Texas.

The Texas Department of 
Licensing and Regulation is 
ordered to promulgate regula-
tions by March 31, 2012. Those 
meeting the thresholds set 
forth in HB 1451 will have until 
September 1, 2012 to come into 
compliance with the provisions 
of this bill and the subsequent 
regulations and to obtain the 
license. The American Kennel 
Club and our local clubs will 
work within the upcoming 
regulatory process to protect 
responsible owners and breed-
ers as much as possible. We 
will update our website and 
Texas constituents as this issue 
progresses.

The AKC thanks all the 
clubs and individuals who 
worked to oppose this legisla-
tion and took the time contact 
their elected officials.

MA Committee to 
Consider Numerous Dog 

Bills on May 11
The Massachusetts Joint 

Committee on Municipalities 
and Regional Government 
will consider a series of dog 

bills at its hearing on May 11, 
2011. Responsible dog owners 
in Massachusetts are encour-
aged to attend the hearing or 
contact the committee with 
comments on any of the bills 
on the agenda.

If you are interested in at-
tending the hearing on May 
11, contact the Massachusetts 
Federation of Dog Clubs and 
Responsible Dog Owners 
(MassFed) at info@massfed-
dogs.org.

Summary:

Over 10 bills are scheduled 
to be considered by the joint 
committee, including:

House Bill 562 – The AKC 
and MassFed both support 
this bill, which strengthens the 
Commonwealth’s dangerous 
dog laws by creating a number 
of provisions, including:

· Allowing dogs declared 
“at risk” to have the designa-
tion removed if the dog does 
not exhibit the behavior again 
within two years.

· Preventing municipalities 
from establishing breed-specific 
at-risk or dangerous dog poli-
cies

House Bill 1455 – The AKC 
and MassFed both oppose this 
bill, which makes numerous 
changes to the animal control 
laws, including:

· Requiring an intact animal 
permit for all owners of intact 
dogs (current law already re-
quires a special license for 
unspayed females). The AKC 
opposes all differential licens-
ing for owners of intact dogs.

· Allowing municipalities to 
ban or regulate specific breeds. 
Once approved, the local gov-
ernment must develop a 3-per-
son board “to identify and 
determine the breed of dogs”. 
This board would include two 
members of the public (one 
who must be an “expert in the 
field of animals”) and the local 
animal control officer.

· Providing a list of recom-
mended penalties for nuisance 
violations, including steriliza-
tion or euthanasia

Other bills to be considered 
by the committee include:

Senate Bill 1033 – This bill 
makes numerous changes to 
the animal control and licensing 
laws, including differentiating 
between commercial breeder 
kennels, personal kennels and 
commercial boarding/training 
kennels.

House Bill 1437 – This leg-
islation mandates the steriliza-
tion of all cats, unless the owner 
possesses an intact animal 
permit. As currently written, 
cats would be the only animals 
subject to this license.

House Bill 2326 –Among 
other provisions, this bill ex-
pands the crime of animal cru-
elty to include “knowingly and 
unjustifiably” failing to provide 
veterinary care “that results in 
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unnecessary suffering.” It is 
unclear how these terms would 
be defined.

House Bill 2885 – Current 
law requires all cities and towns 
to appoint an animal control 
officer or contract with a chari-
table organization to perform 
these duties. HB 2885, among 
other provisions, would impose 
a $500/day fine on cities that 
are not in compliance with this 
mandate.

House Bill 2886 – This bill 
would prohibit the sale of a dog 
or cat that is under 8 weeks of 
age.

For more information on 
these and other bills on the 
agenda, visit the Massachu-
setts Federation of Dog Clubs 
and Responsible Dog Owners 
website at www.massfeddogs.
org or contact the AKC Govern-
ment Relations Department at 
(919) 816-3720 or doglaw@akc.
org.

OK Update: House 
Could Consider Breeder 

Law Changes Today 
(4/26)

Senate Bill 637, which seeks 
to amend the Oklahoma Com-
mercial Pet Breeders Act, is 
expected to be considered by 
the House of Representatives 
as early as today.

Scroll down to view more 
information on SB 637 and the 
Oklahoma Commercial Pet 
Breeders Act.

For more information on SB 
637 and the Oklahoma Com-

mercial Pet Breeders Act, con-
tact the Oklahoma Animal 
Interest Alliance at dogdoc88@
flash.net or the AKC Govern-
ment Relations Department at 
(919) 816-3720 or doglaw@akc.
org.

Senate Bill 637, which seeks 
to amend the Oklahoma Com-
mercial Pet Breeders Act, is 
expected to be considered by 
the House of Representatives 
next week.

Summary:

Senate Bill 637 makes nu-
merous changes to the Com-
mercial Pet Breeders Act, in-
cluding:

 * Establishing a toll-free 
hotline for reporting animal 
abuse - Callers will be required 
to include their name and 
phone number. Anonymous 
reports will not be accepted.

 * Prohibiting the Board 
from hiring “humane society 
groups” or members of humane 
society groups to perform in-
spections.

 * Adding further acts that 
would result in revocation of a 
license - Currently a license may 
be revoked for anyone who fails 
to meet the standards of care 
outlined in the regulations. SB 
637 states that a license may 
also be revoked for anyone who 
fails to meet the application re-
quirements or is convicted of a 
serious felony (such as murder, 
kidnapping, child abuse, etc.) 
or convicted under the Okla-
homa Racketeer-Influenced and 
Corrupt Organizations Act.

As currently written, SB 
637 exempts those currently 
licensed by the USDA. How-
ever, an amendment has been 
filed on the floor to remove this 
exemption.

Current law defines “com-
mercial breeder” as anyone who 
owns 11 or more adult intact fe-
male dogs or cats “for the use of 
breeding...” The AKC believes 
this is an inaccurate definition 
for a commercial breeder and 
opposed it when it was consid-
ered in the Legislature. Because 
this definition does not provide 
a time frame, it could apply 
to anyone who has owned or 
co-owned a total of 11 or more 
intact females over 6 months 
of age at any time, even if they 
are not currently breeding their 
animals. It could also be inter-
preted to apply to someone 
who breeds only a litter or two 
a year. SB 637 retains this vague 
definition, and the AKC has 
requested that it be amended. 
Read AKC’s Legislative Alert 
from 2010, which outlines our 
position and objections to the 
Commercial Pet Breeders Act.

For more information on SB 
637 and the Oklahoma Com-
mercial Pet Breeders Act, con-
tact the Oklahoma Animal 
Interest Alliance at dogdoc88@
flash.net or the AKC Govern-
ment Relations Department at 
(919) 816-3720 or doglaw@akc.
org.

 
 CO Victory: Harsh 
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Seizure/Impoundment 
Bill Defeated

Colorado Senate Bill 11-
009, which made significant 
changes to the impoundment 
laws and the ability of own-
ers to get their animals back if 
they are seized during a cruelty 
investigation, was postponed 
indefinitely in the House Ag-
riculture, Livestock & Natural 
Resources Committee and will 
not advance this year.

The AKC strongly supports 
the humane treatment of dogs 
and believes that no dog should 
be kept in circumstances where 
its needs cannot be adequately 
fulfilled. Senate Bill 11-009, 
however, severely restricted 
the rights of animal owners 
charged with cruelty, even if the 
charges are later dismissed.

Current law already re-
quires that a bond be posted 
to cover the costs of caring for 
seized animals during a cruelty 
trial. Among other provisions, 
SB 11-009 changed this and re-
quired the person charged with 
cruelty pay the boarding costs 
of the seized animals during 
a hearing – regardless of the 
length of the trial. There were 
no provisions for low-income 
individuals who may not be 
able to pay both legal fees and 
these extensive costs, nor was 
there any reimbursement if the 
charges were later dismissed.

If the owner proved unable 
to pay at any point, they would 
forfeit their ownership rights, 
as well as the right to challenge 
the costs. Read the AKC’s letter 
to the committee, which further 

outlined our concerns.

The AKC thanks the Colo-
rado Federation of Dog Clubs 
and the numerous AKC clubs 
and breeders who contacted 
their legislators on this bill. We 
congratulate them on this im-
portant victory that preserves 
the rights of responsible Colo-
rado dog owners.

Illinois Committee to 
Consider Removal of 
BSL Ban on Tuesday 

(2/22)
The Illinois House Agricul-

ture & Conservation Committee 
is scheduled to consider a bill 
on Tuesday, February 22, that 
would remove the state ban on 
breed-specific legislation. All 
responsible dog owners are 
strongly encouraged to contact 
the committee and ask them to 
oppose House Bill 1080.

Summary:

Illinois is currently one of 11 
states that specifically prohibit 
breed-specific laws. Under cur-
rent law, vicious dogs “shall not 
be classified in a manner that is 
specific as to breed”, and mu-
nicipalities may not pass any 
breed-specific regulations or 
ordinances.

House Bill 1080 strikes these 
provisions from current law, 
thereby allowing the state to 
declare specific breeds as “vi-
cious” and allowing munici-
palities to enact breed-specific 
laws.

The AKC strongly opposes 
all breed-specific legislation 

and recognizes that danger-
ous dogs should be defined by 
their deeds, not their breeds. 
Read AKC’s position statement 
on “Dangerous Dog” Control 
Legislation.

How You Can Help:

 * Attend the committee 
meeting on Tuesday, February 
22, and politely express your 
opposition to House Bill 1080. 
The meeting information is as 
follows:
 House Agriculture & Conser-
vation Committee
 Date: Tuesday, February 22, 
2011
 Time: 2:00 p.m.
 Location: Illinois State Capitol 
Building
 Room 122B
 Springfield, Illinois

 * Contact the members of 
the committee and ask them to 
oppose House Bill 1080.
 Representative Lisa Dugan 
(Chairperson)
 Representative Patrick Ver-
schoore (Vice-Chairperson)
 Representative Jim Sacia (Re-
publican Spokesperson)
 Representative Jason Barick-
man
 Representative Kelly Burke
 Representative John Caval-
etto
 Representative Mary Flowers
 Representative Norine Ham-
mond
 Representative Chad Hays
 Representative Frank Mau-
tino
 Representative Jack McGuire
 Representative Donald Mof-
fitt
 Representative Brandon 
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Phelps
 Representative Dan Reitz
 Representative Wayne Rosen-
thal

For more information, con-
tact the AKC’s Government 
Relations Department at (919) 
816-3720 or doglaw@akc.org
AKC Companion Animal 

Recovery Donates 
$110,000 to Fund Search 
and Rescue Dog Health 

Database
-- AKC CAR Detection Dog 

DNA Bank to Discover What 
Makes SAR Dogs Great --

AKC Companion Animal 
Recovery recently donated 
$110,000 to the University of 
Pennsylvania School of Vet-
erinary Medicine as part of 
continuing funding of a health 
registry for search and rescue 
and other working detection 
dogs. This joins an initial grant 
of $70,000 that was awarded in 
2010. The AKC CAR Detection 
Dog DNA Bank and Health 
Registry will help search and 
rescue organizations, law en-
forcement, breeders and han-
dlers identify factors contribut-
ing to the success of these vital 
dogs.

Detection dogs help find 
lost or trapped people, human 
remains, explosive devices, 
and illicit drugs, and are used 
to assist human efforts during 
major disasters, wartime and 
border protection. Despite the 
important work these dogs do, 
however, there are shortages of 
canines able to perform detec-
tion work. Only an estimated 

30% of dogs entering detection 
training programs are success-
ful. Researchers expect that 
data gleaned from this registry 
will assist in breeding selection 
and the creation of more suc-
cessful working canines.

“Search and rescue as well 
as detection dogs give so much 
to us – even recovering human 
lives, in some cases,” said Tom 
Sharp, CEO of AKC Compan-
ion Animal Recovery. “We’re 
pleased to support the devel-
opment of this database which 
will track data relating to these 
animals so that we can ensure 
the success of future working 
dogs and keep our current ca-
nines healthy and happy.”

“We are grateful for this 
continued support from AKC 
and AKC CAR,” said Dr. Cindy 
Otto of the Penn Vet Working 
Dog Center. “The working dog 
community will benefit from 
this ground-breaking and far-
sighted grant to enhance the 
breeding, selection and training 
of detection dogs.”

The database is part of the 
recently established Penn Vet 
Working Dog Center. The mis-
sion of the Penn Vet Working 
Dog Center is to serve as a 
consortium for programs that 
employ dogs to detect threats 
to local, regional and national 
security. The overarching goal 
is to collect and analyze ge-
netic, behavioral and physical 
data, and integrate the latest 
scientific information in order 
to optimize the success and 
well-being of detection dogs. 
In order to prepare for future 

demands for these dogs, the 
Center is developing a detec-
tion dog breeding/training pro-
gram that will implement, test, 
and disseminate the knowledge 
gained.

As part of the mission of the 
Penn Vet Working Dog Center, 
data to be collected includes:

 * Blood samples for DNA 
and serum banking for dogs 
trained to detect live humans, 
cadaver, explosives or drugs

 * Pedigrees, training in-
formation, annual behavioral 
assessments, annual health 
assessments, training certifica-
tions and updates

The Center will use this 
data to perform genotyping of 
markers throughout the canine 
genome in order to detect link-
age between health and work-
ing traits and specific regions of 
the genome.

“In addition, our mission to 
share the knowledge available 
to improve the health, breeding 
and performance of working 
dogs will be actualized with the 
tremendous support of AKC 
CAR, our lead sponsor for our 
upcoming Penn Vet Working 
Dog Conference,” added Otto. 
“The conference, “Defining, 
developing and documenting 
success in working dogs,” will 
be held Sept 7-9, 2011 in Pearl 
River, New York in conjunction 
with the Finding One Another 
9/11 10 year anniversary trib-
ute (www.findingoneanother.
org).”

For more information about 
the project, the conference or to 
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donate please visit www.pen-
nvetwdc.org.

For more information about 
AKC Companion Animal Re-
covery visit www.akccar.org. 

AKC Chairman’s Report 
May 2011

-- Grand Champions Win 
Bronze, Silver, Gold and Plati-
num --

To celebrate the one-year 
anniversary of the AKC Grand 
Champion title, we are pleased 
to present the new Grand 
Champion Achievement Lev-
els of Bronze, Silver, Gold and 
Platinum to honor your dogs’ 
accomplishments. Since the 
program’s inception, more than 
5,800 dogs have achieved the 
prestigious Grand Champion 
title and AKC clubs have re-
ceived nearly 51,000 more Best 
of Breed entries as a result.

Many exhibitors have told 
us that they’ve enjoyed bring-
ing their Champions out of 
retirement and would like to 
continue competing. Due to the 
excitement fanciers have ex-
pressed to us and the increased 
Conformation entries our clubs 
have received, we developed 
the Grand Champion Achieve-
ment Levels. Multiple achieve-
ment levels have worked well 
in other dog sports, with many 
Agility dogs earning numerous 
MACH titles, so we’re happy to 
introduce something similar in 
the Conformation world.

Beginning May 11, 2011, 
concurrent with the imple-

mentation of the 2011-2012 
AKC Point Schedule, AKC 
Grand Champions will now 
have the opportunity to be-
come Bronze, Silver, Gold and 
Platinum Grand Champions. To 
obtain the Bronze level Grand 
Championship, a dog must 
achieve 100 Grand Champion-
ship points. Silver will be 200 
and Gold 400 points earned 
while our ultimate Platinum 
level will require 800 Grand 
Championship points.

Upon reaching each level, 
AKC will mail special recogni-
tion medallions and certificates 
to the owner of record. To keep 
up-to-date with the competi-
tion, a new Top 100 All-Breed 
Grand Champions list will 
be featured at www.akc.org/
grandchampionship/.

In addition, the online GCH 
Breed Lists will be expanded 
from the top 25 to 100 dogs 
including Bronze, Silver, Gold 
and Platinum level designa-
tions. We hope exhibitors will 
enjoy and embrace the newest 
enhancements to the Grand 
Championship program.

Grand Championship judg-
ing will not change with the 
introduction of the Achieve-
ment Levels. All Champions 
of Record entered in the Best of 
Breed/Variety competition – in-
cluding intact winners of single 
dog Non-Regular classes – are 
eligible to compete for “GCh” 
points at all-breed, group and 
specialty shows at no addition-
al entry fee. (Altered Veterans 
are permitted at Independent 
Specialties.)

After dogs have completed 
the initial Grand Champion-
ship title, points will continue 
to accumulate and the dog will 
be recognized upon reaching 
100, 200, 400 and 800 points.

We look forward to honor-
ing our Platinum, Gold, Silver 
and Bronze Grand Champions 
and celebrating your dog’s 
achievements as you strive to 
make breed and AKC history. 
For more information, visit: 
www.akc.org/grandchampi-
onship or contact eventplans@
akc.org.

Sincerely,
Ron Menaker
Chairman

Annual AKC Gun Dog 
Championship

The 18th Annual AKC Gun Dog 
Championship will be held starting 
April 26, 2011 near Marsing, ID. The 
event will start with the Non-Re-
trieving Retrieving Championship 
to be immediately followed by the 
Retrieving Championship.

The AKC Gun Dog Champion-
ship is sponsored by Purina and 
Tri-Tronics.

Non-Retrieving 
Championship

 * Tuesday, April 26
 * Wednesday, April 27
 * Thursday, April 28
 * Friday, April 29, 2011
 * Saturday, April 30 and Sun-

day, May 1
 * Monday, May 2
 * Tuesday, May 3

Retrieving 
Championship

 * Tuesday, May 3 and Wednes-
day, May 4

 * Thursday, May 5
 * Friday, May 6
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News From The Enemy Camp And Good Guys

NSSF Launches New 
Membership Campaign

NEWTOWN, Conn. -- With 
a record high of more than 6,500 
members, the National Shoot-
ing Sports Foundation, trade 
association for the firearms, am-
munition, hunting and shooting 
sports industry, isn’t taking suc-
cess for granted. It’s launching 
a new membership campaign to 
build its ranks further and give 
industry an even stronger voice 
on issues vital to its future.

With a headline of “Togeth-
er, Our Voice Is Strong,” NSSF’s 
new membership multi-channel 
campaign ad hopes to attract 
manufacturers, wholesalers, 
retailers, shooting range op-
erators, media representatives 
and non-profit organizations 
to join and enjoy the benefits 
of membership. “Whether it 
is in the field, on the range, in 
Washington, D.C., or 50 state 
capitals, we stand proudly as 
your voice,” reads the ad.

“It’s important for NSSF to 
have the largest, most diverse 
membership possible so that 
our industry has the most 
influence possible,” said Bet-
tyjane Swann, NSSF’s director 
of membership services. “For 
over fifty years, NSSF has been 
and still is a respected organi-
zation because its membership 
includes all segments of the 
firearms industry.”

Ranging from its Shooting, 

Hunting and Outdoor Trade 
(SHOT) Show to Congres-
sional Fly-In and Shooting 
Sports Summit, NSSF provides 
industry leadership and cre-
ates opportunity for member 
companies. Celebrating its 50th 
anniversary this year, NSSF 
continues to fulfill its mission 
“to promote, protect and pre-
serve hunting and the shoot-
ing sports” through programs 
such as First Shots and Pull 
The Trigger and its support for 
programs such as the Collegiate 
Shooting Sports Initiative and 
Project ChildSafe.

Membership campaign ads 
will run in print and electronic 
media in firearms industry 
trade publications beginning 
in May. More information can 
be found at www.nssfmember-
ship.com or contact Bettyjane 
Swann at bswann@nssf.org.

SPORTSMEN WIN 
MAJOR COURTROOM 

BATTLE OVER 
HUNTING ON PUBLIC 

LANDS
 The lengthy battle over 

hunting access on dozens of 
units of the 100 million-acre 
National Wildlife Refuge sys-
tem has ended—and hunters 
can declare VICTORY! In April 
2011, federal Judge James S. 
Gwin ruled for sportsmen 
across America by granting 
summary judgment in favor 

of the U.S. Sportsmen’s Alli-
ance Foundation, the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service, and other 
defendants while denying a 
lawsuit aimed at closing hunt-
ing on National Wildlife Ref-
uge System parcels. After this 
ruling, an appeal process was 
opened, and the appeal clock 
began ticking. On Monday, that 
appeal period came to an end 
with the Humane Society of the 
United States (HSUS) failing 
to file any appeal. “This long 
sought win is a great victory 
for hunters everywhere, and 
reinforces the process of keep-
ing national wildlife refuges 
open for hunting, by hunters,” 
said Bill Horn, the US Sports-
men’s Alliance director of fed-
eral affairs. This long-running 
case began in 2003, when the 
Fund for Animals, which later 
merged with the HSUS, filed a 
lawsuit to stop hunting on 39 
refuges. The U.S. Sportsmen’s 
Alliance Foundation (USSAF), 
along with other organizations, 
intervened on behalf of sports-
men. Anti-hunting groups later 
expanded the lawsuit to nearly 
60 refuges. USSAF defended 
this case for eight years, through 
many rounds of hard-fought 
and costly briefing, providing 
stability in the defense as the 
U.S. attorneys assigned to the 
case changed frequently over 
that time. Judge Gwin’s April 
2011 ruling stopped HSUS’ 
attempt at using the National 
Environmental Policy Act to 
close hunting on these refuges. 
In making the decision, the 
judge noted that “Plaintiffs, 
however, are not entitled to an 
inviolate sanctuary for their 
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preferred uses – Congress has 
determined that, to the extent 
possible, hunters, fishers, ob-
servers, photographers, and ed-
ucators must share the refuge.” 
The 1997 Refuge Improvement 
Act, championed by the USSA, 
made hunting, fishing and oth-
er wildlife oriented activities 
priority uses on refuge units. 
The Act also mandated hunting 
and fishing activities be “facili-
tated”. Now, 14 years after pas-
sage of the Act, Judge Gwin’s 
ruling firmly rejects Plaintiffs’ 
attempt to “end run” the Act. 
“The majority of national wild-
life refuges were created to be 
open to hunting, and now hunt-
ers everywhere can continue to 
legally pursue their interests on 
these great public lands,” said 
Walter “Bud” Pidgeon, USSA 
president and CEO. “With the 
end of this prolonged battle, 
this solidly reaffirms that hunt-
ing is a priority use of refuge 
land wherever and whenever 
compatible with wildlife man-
agement.” The U.S. Sportsmen’s 
Legal Defense Fund (SLDF), the 
legal arm of the U.S. Sports-
men’s Alliance Foundation, has 
worked since the beginning of 
this case to defend the rights of 
hunters and has collaborated 
with other groups including 
Safari Club International (SCI). 
Together, the SLDF and SCI are 
co-counsels and also represent 
Ducks Unlimited, the National 
Rifle Association, Izaak Wal-
ton League, Delta Waterfowl 
Foundation, and California 
Waterfowl Association. Na-
tional Wildlife Refuges provide 
vast opportunities for hunters 

seeking waterfowl, big game, 
furbearers, and much more. 
Refuge hunting provides count-
less hours of public recreation 
while also helping maintaining 
optimal wildlife populations. 
The National Wildlife Refuge 
System Administration Act of 
1966 empowered the Fish and 
Wildlife Service to open refuges 
to hunting when compatible 
with the purposes for which 
the refuges were established. 
Today, hunters can continue to 
enjoy these benefits thanks to 
this important win.

SHOT Show to Stay 
at Las Vegas Sands 

Through 2014
 The National Shooting Sports 

Foundation, owners of the Shoot-
ing, Hunting and Outdoor Trade 
(SHOT) Show®, and Reed Exhi-
bitions, producers of the SHOT 
Show, have reached an agreement 
with Las Vegas Sands Corp. to 
present the SHOT Show at the 
Sands Expo and Convention Cen-
ter through 2014.

“SHOT Show attendees have 
made it clear to us that Las Vegas is 
their city of choice, and this agree-
ment allows the National Shooting 
Sports Foundation to meet their 
expectations and to continue our 
great relationship with the city 
and the Las Vegas Sands Corp.,” 
said Steve Sanetti, president and 
CEO of NSSF, trade association for 
the firearms, ammunition, hunt-
ing and shooting sports industry. 
“The Sands has responded to our 
requests for improvements to the 
venue that have been very favor-
ably commented upon by exhibi-
tors and attendees alike, and this 
was a key factor in our decision.”

The SHOT Show is one of 

the largest trade shows in North 
America, featuring 1,600 exhibi-
tors covering 660,000 net square 
feet of product-display space. 
Exhibitors, buyers and media from 
more than 100 countries attend 
the show.

Reed Exhibitions has pro-
duced the SHOT Show for NSSF 
since 1979 and is the most prolific 
partner of the Sands Expo and 
Convention Center.

“We are pleased to continue 
our successful relationship with 
the Las Vegas Sands Corp. The 
SHOT Show venue renewal is a 
measure of our confidence in their 
ability to continue enhancing the 
customer experience,” said Chet 
Burchett, president, Reed Exhibi-
tions Americas.

SHOT Show is the largest 
event the Sands Expo has hosted, 
with the 2011 show attracting 
more than 57,000 industry profes-
sionals, including more than 2,000 
members of the media.

“Our renewed agreement with 
the NSSF and Reed Exhibitions 
is a testament to the success that 
we’ve all enjoyed while working 
together. We’re excited about the 
opportunity to continue the re-
lationship,” said Michael Leven, 
president and chief operating of-
ficer of Las Vegas Sands Corp.

NSSF Voting Member 
Scholarship Program

Seeks Applicants
Employees of companies that 

support the National Shooting 
Sports Foundation at the highest 
level can apply for education aid 
through the NSSF Voting Member 
Scholarship Program.

NSSF is accepting applications 


