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Now is the time to begin  
planning shelterbelts and  
food plots for next winter.  

Each winter  food plots of corn, sor-
ghum, or other grains are used by all 
kinds of wildlife to help them  survive 
the winter.      

Well-designed shelterbelts provide 
important cover and food plots an 
additional food source  to help pheas-
ant, quail, and other wildlife survive 
periods of heavy snow.  Iowa once 
again  experienced snowfall during 
this past winter that was above nor-
mal.      “There have been few docu-
mented cases of pheasants actually 
starving to death in Iowa,” said  to 

Todd Bogenschutz, upland wildlife 
research biologist with the Depart-
ment of Natural  Resources.  

“Virtually all of Iowa’s winter mor-
tality is attributed to severe winter 
storms with  the birds dying of expo-
sure to predators or the weather.”      

Shelterbelts provide excellent winter 
cover for pheasants and other wildlife 
and a food plot  associated with a shel-
terbelt likely improves survival.      

So why plant food plots for pheas-
ants if they seldom starve in winter?      

“First, food plots provide winter 
habitat as well as food.  In fact, if 
properly designed and large  enough, 

the habitat cre-
ated by a food 
plot is much 
more benefi-
cial to wildlife 
than the food  
itself,” said Bo-
genschutz.  

“ S e c o n d , 
food plots al-
low pheasants 
t o  o b t a i n  a 
meal quickly,  
limiting their 
exposure  to 
predators and 
m a x i m i z i n g 
their energy re-
serves.  If hens 
have good  fat 
supplies com-
ing out of the 
winter,  they 
are more likely 
to nest success-
fully.”      

Bogenschutz 
said there are a 
number of fac-

tors landowners should keep in mind 
when  planning shelterbelts and food 
plots for pheasant and quail.    Corn 
and sorghum grains provide the most 
reliable food source throughout the 
winter as they  resist lodging in heavy 
snows.  

Pheasants prefer corn to sorghum, 
although sorghum provides  better 
winter habitat.  Sorghum is also less 
attractive to deer.    

Food plots should be located away 
from tall deciduous trees (that provide 
raptors with a place  sit and watch 
food plots) and next to wetlands, CRP 
fields, and multi-row shrub-conifer  
shelterbelts that provide good winter 
habitat.    

  The size of food plots depend upon 
where they are placed.  If the plot is 
next to good winter  cover the smaller 
(2 acres minimum) the plot can be.  If 
winter cover is marginal, like a ditch,  
then plots must be larger, in the 5 to 
10-acre range, to provide cover as 
well as food.    

Lastly, depending on the amount 
of use, some food plots can be left for 
two years.  The weedy  growth that 
follows in the second year provides 
excellent nesting, brood rearing, and 
winter  habitat for pheasants and 
other upland wildlife.  Food plots that 
have heavy deer use generally  need 
to be replanted every year.    

Cost-share assistance or seed for 
food plot establishment is available 
from most county  Pheasants Forever 
chapters or local coops.  

People can also contact their local 
wildlife biologist  for information 
on how to establish and design shel-
terbelts or food plots that benefit 
wildlife.  http://www.iowadnr.gov/
wildlife/privatelands/    

MEDIA CONTACT: Todd Bogen-
schutz, Upland Wildlife Research 
Biologist with the Iowa  Department 
of Natural Resources. 515-432-2823. 

Pheasant Habitat

Now Is The Time To Plan For Next 
Winter For Pheasants and Other Wildlife 
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Summer time generally  
means vacations, water,  
and a lot of fun in the sun. 

However, the same concerns that af-
fect people can also cause problems 
for pets.

As the weather warms up, many 
people take to bathing their pets 
outside. It seems like a good idea, as 
pets may dry faster and cause less 
water mess. However, according to 
Dr. Alison Diesel, lecturer in small 
animal dermatology, at the Texas 
A&M College of Veterinary Medi-
cine and Biomedical Sciences, it is 
important to remember that water 
coming initially out of the hose may 
be very hot.

“One of the problems we see 
related to hot weather is thermal 
burns from hoses that have been sit-
ting outside in the sun all day,” says 
Diesel. “Make sure to let the water 
run through the hose for several 
minutes before bathing your dog. If 
it is too hot on your own hand, it will 
be too hot for the dog’s skin.”

It is well known that staying out 
in the sun too long without any type 
of protection can cause sunburns in 
people. The same is true of animals, 
especially those that are lightly pig-
mented or have thinner coats. White 
animals, animals that like to spend 
time sunbathing, and even certain 
parts on every animal, such as the 
nose (especially pink noses), ears, 
or abdomen, are especially prone to 
becoming sunburned.

“In order to prevent their ani-
mals from becoming sunburned, 
one of the things that people can 
do is to apply sunscreen on lightly 
pigmented or thinly furred areas 

before the animal goes outside or 
lays in a sunbeam to bathe,” states 
Diesel. “As with people, the sun-
screen will need to be applied once 
every couple of hours. Sunscreens 
that have high SPFs (50+) and that 
are safe for infants are safe for a dog 
or a cat.”

“Another thing an owner can 
do,” notes Diesel, “is prevent sun-
bathing during the peak times of 
the day, or when the sun is at its 
strongest. This is typically from the 
early afternoon until evening. Cats 
that sit in windowsills particularly 
need to be monitored.”

As with people, one of the main 
concerns with animals becoming sun-
burned, besides the initial burn itself, 
is the possibility of cancer developing 
from the sun exposure. If you notice 
a change in the appearance of your 
pet’s skin, including increased red-
ness, raised skin legions, bumps or 
wounds, your pet needs to be evalu-
ated by its veterinarian.

“Actinic keratosis, a condition 
that causes raised, red, flat-topped 
areas of skin that may have a dry 
appearance, is associated with 
increased sun exposure and may 
progress into cancer in the future 
if not addressed,” warns Diesel. 
“As the thinly furred parts of ani-
mals are the highest risk areas for 
becoming sunburned, these are the 
areas where this condition is often 
noted.”

An additional problem exac-
erbated by sun exposure is discoid 
lupus, an immune-mediated skin 
disease of the nose. Some dog breeds 
that are particularly affected by this 
are Huskies, Malamutes, and other 

northern breeds and shepherds.

Explains Diesel, “The normally 
dark colored nose loses its pigment 
and turns pink. It can also become 
crusted and ulcerate; this may be 
noted as bleeding by the owners. 
The decreased pigment puts the 
nose more at risk for sunburn. It is 
important that dogs diagnosed with 
this condition have infant-safe sun-
screen applied several times daily to 
avoid intensifying the disease.”

While lighter-pigmented ani-
mals are more prone to developing 
burns, darker colored animals are 
not without their own concerns.

“According to studies in cattle 
that observed the effects of hide 
color and the risk of heat stress, 
darker pigmented animals were 
more at risk for heat stress since 
their coat did not reflect as much 
light as lighter colored animals,” 
explains Dr. Diesel. “This does not 
usually cause skin problems; how-
ever, darker animals are more at 
risk for developing the side effects 
of heat stress, which include over-
heating and heat stroke. These are 
emergency situations that require 
immediate evaluation by a veteri-
narian.”

In spite of the many risks the ris-
ing temperatures bring with them, 
it is possible for you and your pets 
to enjoy the summer out of doors, 
provided the proper precautions 
are taken. Train yourself to reapply 
your pet’s sunscreen each time you 
reapply yours, and make sure your 
outdoor pets have access to fresh 
water and shady places to find some 
respite from the sun’s rays. Check 
the temperature of the water before 
bathing your pet out of doors. And 
remember to enjoy your vacations 
with your best friend!

Pet Talk is a service of the Col-
lege of Veterinary Medicine & 

Sun Exposure and Skin

Summer Skin



12
We are the largest read hunting/dog magazine

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, 563 17th Ave NW, New Brighton, MN 55112  612-868-9169 Cell

April/May 2011                                            Now in our Nineteenth year                                                          www.Bdarn.com

Since you can’t tell a book from its cover we offer you seven pages from 
this book to decide if you want to do buy the book!

Summer

Gardening, backyard barbecues, mountain 
side hikes, and days at the beach all mean  
lots of fun, but unfortunately spring also 

means lots of pests such as fleas, ticks, and mosquitoes. 
These unwanted visitors may seem like mere nuisances, 
but they can cause serious, even fatal, diseases in your 
pets if not dealt with properly.

Wildlife such as coyotes, foxes, bobcats, skunks, rac-
coons, opossums, and several rodent species, as well as 
other cats and dogs, can bring fleas and ticks into your 
yard. Pets and people can bring fleas into your home.

Interestingly, the Hartz Mountain Corporation pub-
lished a study in  2002 of which major U.S. cities had 
the highest projected incidence of fleas, ticks, and Lyme 
disease. See wwwhartz.com for a complete list.

Be aware that many of the flea, tick, and mosquito 
products sold at grocery and discount stores do not work 
and can even be harmful your pet. Most products that 
are strong enough to be effective yet safe are sold only 
through licensed veterinarians and exterminators, who 
are properly trained in their use, and are regulated by 
the state and Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). 
The EPA, not the Food and Drug Administration (FDA), 
oversees insecticides in general.

The best and most cost-effective way to deal with 
these seasonal unwanted guests is to protect your pet with 
year-round prevention at the very least, start prevention 
in the spring before your pet becomes infested.

Fleas
Disease-carrying fleas have menaced pets and people 

for centuries. As carriers of plague and disease, fleas have 
killed more people than all wars combined. Fortunately, 
common household fleas are easily controlled with pre-

ventative measures, and today there are great products 
out there to help prevent, kill, and control fleas.

Because the length and severity of flea-and-tick 
season varies across the country and changes from 
year to year depending on the temperature fluctua-
tions and humidity, I recommend some form of flea 
control all year long. At the very least, you should start 
flea prevention in spring to head off an infestation.

Learning more about fleas and their life cycle will 
help you und why they become so prolific in such 
a short period of time and avoid an infestation. Al-
though fleas thrive at 65 to 80 degrees F with humid-
ity levels at approximately eighty percent, they have 
been known to survive indoors during the winter, 
even in cold climates. Fleas also travel-as much as 
1 mile in an hour. They will hop inside through an 

Thanks to Harper Collins we offer you an excerpt from 
What Every Pet Owner Should Know by Dr Karen Halligan 
Reprinted with permission: Copyrights  2007

Buy The Book

What Every Pet Owner 
Should Know
By Dr Karen Halligan’s

Chapter 12
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open door or window and are often 
small enough to come through a 
window screen. Once inside your 
home, there’s no place a flea can’t 
go. Fleas can be miserable for you 
and your pet, and not just from the 
bites. They can bring about a host of 
serious problems such as:

Severe anemia: This condition is 
most commonly seen in very young 
or small pets with high numbers of 
fleas. Every year, kittens, puppies, 
and small dogs and cats suffer sig-
nificant blood loss from fleabites 
that can actually lead to death from 
anemia. Signs include pale gums, 
weakness, and fatigue.

 Tapeworms: Cats and dogs 
develop tapeworms from ingesting 
a flea that is carrying the tapeworm 
larva. 

Flea allergy dermatitis: FAD 
is the most common allergic skin 
disease of dogs and cat s. Animals 
that have flea allergy can develop a 
severe allergic reaction to a protein 
in the saliva of certain fleas that 
is left behind from fleabites. This 
condition causes severe itching, 
rash, and more. In dogs, it leads to 
hair loss and infection, usually on 
the rear legs or at the base of the 
tail; cats get scabs around the head, 
neck, and body. Medical treatment 
is needed.

Plague: In rare cases, cats or 
dogs can get the bacteria that cause 
the plague from a rat flea or by 
ingesting a dead, infected animal. 
Symptoms include high fever, leth-
argy, and enlarged lymph nodes. 
Luckily, the disease is highly treat-
able if caught early.

It’s important to realize that 
only five percent of the total flea 
population is in the form of adult 
fleas on your pet. The other ninety 
five is in various stages: fifty percent 
eggs, thirty-five percent larvae, and 
ten percent pupae that are not read-
ily visible to the naked eye but are 
in your carpet, furniture, bedding, 

lawn, and anywhere else your pet 
walks or lies down.

The key to controlling fleas is 
to interrupt their life cycle at im-
mature stage so they don’t develop 
into adults. All pets in the house-
hold must be treated. When using 
preventative medication al ways 
read all of the instructions prior to 
usage and never use on d1litated, 
very young, sick, or elderly animals 
without directions from you vet. 
Never use dog products on cats and 
vice versa.

Ticks
Ticks are just plain nasty! 

They’re not insects, they’re arach-
nids (like spiders), and are consid-
ered ectoparasites, which means 
they I on the outside of your pet. 
There are several hundred different 
species of ticks in the United States, 
with the problematic species vary-
ing from region to region. The most 
commonly encountered tick is the 
brown dog tick. Ticks are parasites 
and spend their entire lives looking 
for an unwilling host. Ticks don’t 
jump or fly; rather, they position 
themselves on grass, shrubbery, or 
underbrush so they can hitch a ride 
with a passing victim, and then dig 
their heads in and start sucking their 
food of choice: blood. During feed-
ing, ticks can swell up to more than 

fifty times their normal size and, like 
fleas, can cause a life-threatening 
anemia by bleeding their hosts dry. 
They can also transmit potentially 
fatal illnesses to your pet.

Ticks are most often found in 
and around the pet’s ears, on the 
belly, or on the shoulders, but they 
can attach anywhere. A tick feeds  
by burying its head into the host’s 
skin, leaving its body exposed, As 
it feeds, its body becomes engorged 
and swollen with blood. Although 
the body is pretty disgusting; the 
real danger is the tick’s head, which 
is embedded in the skin. If you re-
move the tick improperly, you may 
end up leaving the head behind and 
putting your pet at risk for infection 
or abscess. That’s why prevention is 
always the best approach in protect-
ing your pets from ticks. Spring and 
fall are the two most active times for 
ticks.

In addition to prevention, when-
ever you take your pet on an outing 
in wooded or grassy areas, you 
need to take the time to thoroughly 
suspect it from head to tail as soon 
as possible. 

What Every Pet Owner Should Know 
by Dr Karen Halligan Reprinted with 

permission: Copyrights Harper Collins 
2007

ODYSSEY GSP: The 
finest name in quality 
companion GSP gun 
dogs today. An endur-
ing commitment to total 
GSP excellence. Strong 
natural ability, correct 
conformation & great 
dispositions. “PROV-
EN” 

Contact us: Odyssey@unitedsky.net 660-582-2737
www.odysseygsp.net
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Basic Feeding Considerations 
For The Highly Active Dog 

During The Hunting Season
Dr. Brian Zanghi 

Having a feeding  
program that op 
timally comple-

ments your hardwork-
ing canine is a great way 
to help ensure that your 
dog’s season, perfor-
mance, and health will 
be in peak form.  There 
are several concepts to 
discuss and why they 
work.  Some things to 
consider include, feeding 
a performance food for-
mula with greater caloric 
density, the optimal time 
to feed, how often to feed 
daily, and how to adjust 
feeding amount rela-
tive to your dog’s needs.    
This first article will dis-
cuss some initial feeding 
and nutrition concepts to 
consider.

For many of you that 
have sporting dogs, hav-
ing a dog that is very ac-
tive during the hunting 
season and much less active in 
the spring and summer may 
be the way of life.  For others, 
training, competitions, and 

hunting may be a year-round 
passion.  With any hardwork-
ing dog, providing a perfor-

mance food containing 30% 
protein/20% fat versus a main-
tenance formula containing 
24-26% protein/12-16% fat has 

been shown to optimize many 
physical and metabolic charac-
teristics important to exercise 
in nutrition studies with dogs.  
To briefly summarize, a perfor-
mance food provides two major 
benefits. First, it is more calorie 
dense, which is important when 
more food is needed to meet the 
dog’s higher energy demand of 
increased activity and cooler 
temperatures. Second, and in 
my opinion more importantly, a 
performance formula appropri-
ately provides a greater propor-
tion of nutrients delivered from 
fats and protein to significantly 

increase a working dog’s 
metabolism that favors 
exercise.  This article’s 
discussion will focus 
more on the importance 
of adequate calorie de-
livery and optimal dai-
ly feeding strategies.   
Whereas, a previous ar-
ticle, entitled “Optimal 
Nutrition for the Work-
ing/Sporting Dog”, dis-
cussed this second point 
in greater detail along 
with the benefits of feed-
ing a performance food 
all year.

Did you know that a 
hardworking dog’s ener-
gy needs can double or as 
much as quadruple over 
the course of the season, 
compared to its rest-
ing energy needs in the 
off-season?  Of course, 
the change depends on 

the intensity, frequency, and 
duration of exercise that the 
dog participates in, as well as 
the terrain and environmental 

Nutrition
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temperature while not exercis-
ing.  So, what does this mean?  
As an example, if your dog con-
sumes 2 cups a day during the 
lazy summer, you may have no-
ticed that you have to increase 
the amount of food during the 
hunting season to 4, or even up 
to 8, cups a day by the middle 
or end of the season just to keep 
the dog’s weight stable.  How-
ever, this significant increase 
in caloric need does 
not occur overnight 
and will vary for each 
dog.  This is a grad-
ual shift that occurs 
over several weeks 
as the season pro-
gresses, time in the 
field increases, and 
physical conditioning 
improves.  Therefore, 
the increased caloric 
needs will increase 
accordingly as meta-
bolic rate and exercise 
frequency increases. 

The question often comes 
up, “how do I know how much 
more or less to feed, and how 
do I best adjust the amount”.  
Ultimately, there are two rules 
of thumb to have in mind.  First 
and most importantly, always 
feed an amount to maintain a 
stable body weight and ideal 
body condition.  And second, 
always add or subtract in small 
incremental changes, such as 1⁄4 
or 1⁄2 cup amounts every few 
days as appropriate to promote 
a stable body condition.   

For making incremental 
changes in feeding amount, 
it is a good time to mention 
that an actual measuring cup 

filled with a level amount of 
kibble is the best tool to know 
exactly how much food you 
are giving daily.  This will be 
helpful in making it easier to 
adjust the feeding amount on 
specific increments.  I have no-
ticed over the years that when 
asked, many pet owners use a 
variety of scoopers or contain-
ers to measure out their dog’s 
food, or is heaping over the 

sides of the container.  Using an 
un-marked container can make 
adjustments more challenging 
and less consistent.  In addition, 
having a standard measuring 
cup will aid communications 
between you and your vet-
erinarian during routine health 
visits, in which topics relating 
to maintaining a healthy body 
condition and feeding practices 
are likely to come up. 

This strategy is recommend-
ed because it is significantly 
easier to understand and prac-
tice than trying to calculate a 
specific caloric energy require-
ment that is an estimate based 
on your dog’s body weight, 

how much time it’s exercising 
a day, and level or unlevel ter-
rain, etc., etc...To the sporting 
dog in the field, everyday or 
week could potentially be dif-
ferent terrain, different game 
(ducks vs. pheasants), different 
duration and intensity.  Conse-
quently, trying to fit you and 
your dog’s field experience into 
an equation would not be the 
most beneficial.   Plus, keep-

ing your dog’s 
body weight and 
condition stable 
as the effects of 
the season wear 
on is the best in-
dicator that the 
caloric and nu-
tritional needs 
are being met.  
Finally, large and 
abrupt increases 
in food volume 
could result in 
an incidence in 
diarrhea.  There-

fore, gradual changes to food 
intake would be the most ap-
propriate approach.

Our hunting dogs are noth-
ing less than elite athletes in 
every way.  We expect high 
performance when they are 
afield and we train them for 
success, so it is important that 
we consider how providing 
the best nutrition and feed-
ing strategies support our ca-
nine athlete.  This is critical to 
complement the training and 
breeding of your pet.  Taken to-
gether, all these suggestions can 
contribute each in simple ways 
to develop an optimal feeding 
program for your hardworking 
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D.T. Systems - Tips For Crate 
Training Your Dog

By Ethan Pippitt of Willow Creek Kennels 

Crate Training

D.T. Pro Staff dog  
trainer Ethan Pip 
pitt of Willow Creek 

Kennels in Little Falls, Minne-
sota uses a variety of techniques 
in training hunting dogs.  He 
has found the vibration feature 
of the D.T. Systems H2O 1820 
Collar to be a very effective 
tool when crate training 
your dog.

Dog owners often see 
crate training as something 
that is unnecessary, too dif-
ficult or time consuming to 
try, or even unnatural for 
the dog.  When you look 
at the origin of dogs, and 
strive to use more natural 
training techniques, we 
can see these are simply 
common misconceptions 
about crate training.

Looking at the origin 
of dogs, we find that they 
are the domesticated form 
of the gray wolf. Over a time 
period of approximately 15,000 
years dogs were domesticated 
and developed into hundreds 

of breeds designed for many 
specific tasks. Taking into con-
sideration that domestic dogs 
were originally derived from 
wolves we can assume that 
some wolf habits will come 
naturally to the domesticated 
dogs of today.

Naturally wolves are den 

animals and like enclosed safe 
environments. Our dog’s ken-
nel is their den and should be 
a safe place that is their own 
within our house. Providing 

this for our dog, starting at a 
young age, is not only good for 
us but also our dog. Having a 
crate or “den” for your dog will 
give him a safe place of his own 
as well as give you the ability to 
know where he is and what he 
is doing to prevent unwanted 
accidents, especially with pup-
pies.  With a little history behind 
why crate training is natural for 
a dog we can look at the proper 
way to crate train. 

First, you need to start your 
dog in a crate that is the right 
size. Your crate should give 
the dog enough room to stand 
up, turn around, and lay down 
without hitting their head on 
the top.  However, the crate 
should not provide enough 
room to allow the dog to sleep 
on one side and defecate on the 
other. Dogs are clean animals 
and do not want to “go” where 

they lie. The correct size 
of crate allows you to 
prevent unwanted crate 
accidents.

Once you have the 
right size crate, it is impor-
tant to keep it close to an 
outside door so that your 
dog has a quick route out-
side.  Consistency is key; 
outside is the first place 
the dog should go when 
leaving the crate. You 
will be able to increase 
the time your dog stays in 
the crate gradually until 
your dog is able to hold its 

bladder at least eight hours or 
an average night’s sleep. Also, 
making outside the first stop 
will condition your dog to this 
process, which leads right into 
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house training. 

After your dog has gained 
some bladder control and is 
conditioned to relieve himself 
first thing after leaving the crate 
or “den”, you will be able to 
allow your dog in the house 
knowing when he last went to 
the bathroom.  Begin this intro-
duction to the house gradually 
starting with 30 minutes in the 
house then back in the crate. 
You can wait 15 minutes or so, 
then allow your dog again to go 
outside to relieve himself.  You 
will be able to increase the time 
in the house always knowing 
when the last time your dog 
emptied his bladder.  Soon your 
dog will be fully house trained 
and will never learn that wet-

ting in the house is even an 
option.

After looking at the history 
of dogs and their nature and 
comparing the natural concept 
of dens to crates, you can see 
that crating your dog is not too 
difficult to learn.  Also, you can 
see how effective and helpful 
crate training can be while try-
ing to house train your dog.

Having a solid crate training 
foundation will help when you 
start to teach the cue kennel. 
This process can be viewed in 
our recent video showing how 
to teach “Kennel”. The video 
includes how we recommend 
using DT Systems H20 1820 to 

vibrate condition your dog to 
kennel. Check out this video at 
www.willowcreekkennels.net.

For more information about 
Willow Creek Kennels and their 
training methods visit us at 
www.willowcreekkennels.net.

For more information, log 
onto the D.T. Systems website 
at www.dtsystems.com, write 
to customerservice@dtsystems.
com, or call a Customer Service 
Specialist at 214-350-9446.  
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AKC Offers Tips on 
Cleaning Your Dog’s Ears

Checking your dog’s ears is 
very important. It is a task that 
will help keep his ears clean, 
dry, and free of infections or 
mites. American Kennel Club® 
(AKC) Canine Good Citizen® 
Director and Certified Ap-
plied Animal Behaviorist, Mary 
Burch, Ph.D., offers the follow-
ing tips how to effectively clean 
your dog’s ears.

 * Hold the ear in your hand. 
Look at it and feel the outside 
of it to check for any scratches, 
bumps, or other problems.

 * Next, check the inside of 
the ear. If his ears look dirty, 
use a clean cloth, cotton ball, 
or cotton swab to clean them. 
Moisten the swab or cloth with 
ear wash or a little water to 
remove the dirt or wax. If you 
decide to use a cotton swab, 
be extremely careful to not 
put the swab into your dog’s 
ear canal.

 * If you notice a foul odor 
coming from your dog’s ears 
or you notice him shaking his 
head, it could be the sign of 
mites or an infection. Have 
your veterinarian check his 
ears as soon as possible.

 * Dogs with heavier coats 
might have hair growing in-
side their ears, blocking the 
opening to the ear canal. In 
this case, some of the hair 

might need to be trimmed. Be 
very careful when doing this. 
The best trick is to hold the 
hair between your thumb and 
index finger and trim the hair 
that protrudes from the tops of 
your fingers.

 Additional tips on groom-
ing can be found in “Citizen 
Canine,” the official new book 
of the AKC Canine Good Citi-
zen® Program.

caninegoodcitizen.word-
press.com.

 © The American Kennel 
Club, Inc.

Maintenance Is Your Dog a Social 
Butterfly?

Proper socialization is the key 
to owning a well-adjusted pup who 
enjoys meeting new people.  Well-
socialized dogs are happy and easy 
to control.  They give a good impres-
sion to others and make the people 
they meet feel that they are safe.

Here are tips on how to 
properly socialize your 

dog.
Start from the very beginning.  

Whether you have a puppy or 
an older dog, you should begin 
socializing him as soon as you 
get him.  Make sure to have daily 
playtime together in order to build 
a bond with your new canine 
companion.  Examples of play you 
can try are sitting on the floor and 
cuddling with or hugging your 
dog, playing with your dog with 
his favorite toys, or throwing a 
toy and encouraging your pup to 
retrieve it.

See new people, places, and 
things.  Try taking your dog on a 
walk to a local park, pet-supply 
store, or other places where you 
will encounter new people and 
new environments.  When you’re 
out on walks, give your dog a 
chance to walk on different sur-
faces as well so he gets used to 
new things.

Socialization never ends.  So-
cializing your dog is not some-
thing you do for a brief period of 
time and then end it.  It is some-
thing that is ongoing and should 
become a natural part of everyday 
life with your dog.

Does your dog have a lot of 
friends?  What do you do to social-
ize him?  
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With Training, Sit 
Happens

Should You Teach a Show Dog 
to Sit on Command?

“Hello, AKC, I have a problem. 
My dog needs to pass the Canine 
Good Citizen Test to do therapy 
work, but I have not taught him 
to sit. He is being trained for the 
show ring and if I teach him to sit, 
he will sit in the ring. Can he pass 
the CGC Test without sitting?”

Just as there are no breed-spe-
cific exceptions to CGC test items, 
there are no exceptions made for 
dogs whose owners believe the 
time is not quite right to teach all 
of the skills.

H o w e v e r , 
with some be-
havioral know-
how, there is no 
reason why dogs 
being trained for 
other competi-
tive events can’t 
be taught to sit 
for the CGC Test. 
The behavioral 
principle that 
comes into play 
here is called 
stimulus control. 
An example of 
stimulus control 
in the real world 
is a child who 
has learned that yelling on the 
playground is fine but that it is not 
acceptable to scream in a library.

Dogs are keenly intelligent, 
amazing creatures that can easily 
be taught to know what is ex-
pected of them in different situa-
tions. One trick is to use different 
collars for different activities. For 
example, a fine, light show lead 
signals to the dog that it is time for 
the show ring, whereas a thicker 

buckle collar signals that you’re 
getting ready to do obedience.

A second trick for ensuring 
that your dog will know what is 
expected is to teach the words 
that are relevant to each activity. 
In preparation for the CGC Test, 
a dog learns words such as sit, 
down, and come.  As an example, 
a dog shown in conformation can 
be taught the word stand, and the 
handler can learn to give the dog 
the verbal reminder to stand as 
soon as there is any sign that the 
dog is beginning to sit. With a few 
reminders paired with food re-
wards for standing, any unwanted 
attempts at sitting in the ring will 
soon disappear.

What is your opinion on the 
dual ring dog that is trained for or 
competes in more than one event 
at a time?  We’d love to hear your 
thoughts in the comments.

Stop Your Dog from 
Jumping on People
If your dog jumps on guests 

when they come over, this can be 
embarrassing for you and poten-
tially dangerous if you have a par-
ticularly large dog.  Dogs tend to 
jump up and greet people because 
they are excited and eager to meet 
them.  While their intentions are 
good, this behavior can become a 
problem.  Try the following tips on 
how to train your dog not to jump 
on people.

Don’t reward inappropriate 
behavior.  Your dog jumping on 
people is not appropriate, and you 
want to make sure not to reward 
him for doing it.  His reward has 
been contact or attention from the 
person he is jumping on.  If he jumps 
on you, just turn your body away.  
If he continues to try and jump up, 
walk away.  Don’t speak to or look 
at him.  Once he calms down, praise 
him in a quiet voice.  This will teach 
him that jumping will not get him 
the reaction he’s looking for.

Teach him to do something else.  
Since your dog can’t do two things 
at once, try teaching him a behavior 
that is incompatible with jumping, 
such as how to sit.  As soon as he 
sits down, give him a treat.  Once he 
has mastered this task, ask a friend 
to come over.  When the person 
knocks on your door, tell your dog 
to sit and give him a treat for sitting.  
It will take practice, but if you keep 
rewarding your dog for sitting when 
someone knocks on the door, this 
should curb the jumping behavior.

Does your dog jump on guests?  
If so, were you able to train him to 
stop?  Or try out my tips and let me 
know what worked and what didn’t 
in the comments below.


