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proposed changes in waterfowl 
hunting zones and dates for 2011 
and beyond. The Natural Resourc-
es Board will be asked to make a 
final decision on season structures 
at its August 9-10 meeting in Sauk 
City.

Details of the revised zone and 
season structure proposal can be 
reviewed on the waterfowl page 
of the Department of Natural 
Resources website. All citizens 
-- hunters and non-hunters alike 
-- will be able to comment over 
the next three months at public 
meetings. Meeting dates and 
locations for sharing comments 
will be announced following the 
May 25 Natural Resources Board 
meeting. Comments may also be 
submitted by emailing, writing 
or phone by contacting Kent Van 
Horn, DNR waterfowl biologist. 
(608) 266-8841.

“Input we’ve received over the 
years from waterfowl hunters 
shows a range of preference for 
season dates and hunting zones,” 
Van Horn said. “Finding a season 
structure that meets everyone’s 
desires and also fits within federal 
guidelines for waterfowl seasons 
is challenging. We’re seeking com-
ment on three new proposals and 
we hope that hunters will find one 
of these proposals as the best fit 
for our future duck hunting op-
portunities.”

These latest season proposals 
take advantage of two new season 
configurations under consider-
ation by federal waterfowl manag-
ers; either a three-zone option with 
season splits; or a four-zone option 
with no splits. A split, explained 
VanHorn, is a short break in a 
hunting season allowing water-
fowl a rest from hunting pressure 
and an opportunity for additional 
waterfowl to move into a hunting 

zone as fall migrations progress.
“These new zone proposals keep 

the traditional Highway 10 bound-
ary between north and south zones 
for waterfowl hunting purposes,” 
says Van Horn. “That has proven 
to be a good dividing line for early 
and late season starting dates. But 
that framework doesn’t work as 
well for the Mississippi River and 
Lake Michigan hunters. These pro-
posals create a new zone or zones 
for those water bodies intended to 
better address migratory patterns 
on those waters.”

Wisconsin is home to roughly 
80,000 waterfowl hunters and a 
variety of waterfowl habitats from 
potholes and wetlands to river 
corridors to inland lakes and the 
coastal waters of Lakes Superior 
and Michigan. This diversity of 
hunters and habitats has produced 
a wide range of waterfowl hunter 
preferences for hunting season 
dates and hunting zones. Water-
fowl are migratory and hence ul-
timately are managed by the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service. The ser-
vice provides broad season frame-
works that individual states can 
then tailor to their hunters, their 
habitat and migratory patterns. 
All season structures are subject 
to USFWS review for compliance 
with guidelines.

“These revamped zone propos-
als are being sent to USFWS for 
review but in the meantime we 
are moving ahead and gathering 
public input,” said Van Horn. 
“Once a new duck zone structure 
is approved and adopted by the 
wildlife service, a state is locked 
into that structure for five years 
with annual flexibility for ad-
justments to opening dates and 
splits. We want to build a season 
structure that meets the desires 
of as many hunters as possible 
but also protects the resource and 

gives Wisconsin waterfowlers the 
best opportunity to hunt with the 
peaks in fall migration.”

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CONTACT: Kent Van Horn (608) 
266-8841 or Bob Manwell (608) 
264-9248

American Woodcock 
Signing-ground Survey 
to take place this spring

The Department of Natural Resourc-
es will be conducting signing ground 
surveys of the American Woodcock 
this spring as part of an international 
survey running from Virginia to Que-
bec to indicate changes in woodcock 
abundance through the years.

The survey begins in Southern Wis-
consin between April 20 and May 10, 
reflecting the breeding season. Infor-
mation obtained through the surveys 
will be used to help federal, state and 
provinces manage woodcocks.

Counting woodcocks can be diffi-
cult as it prefers thick vegetation and 
is well camouflaged. They are most 
easily spotted near dusk in the spring, 
putting on their mating display. 
Males will begin by making a “peent” 
sound, and then flying into the air 
over 200 feet. They make a zig-zag 
return back to the ground and begin 
to make the “peent” sound. Hopefully 
this amazing aerial attracts a nearby 
female. During the survey, wildlife 
management staff will listen for the 
“peents” and record them along a 3.6 
mile route.

The woodcock, otherwise known 
as the Timberdoodle, is one of 
Wisconsin’s popular game birds to 
hunt. Their bill, used to search for 
and eat earthworms, is roughly 2.5 
inches long. The woodcock can be 
attracted to land through proper 
timber management, as their main 
habitat is young forest.


