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Prairie grouse plan 
available for review

The South Dakota Game, Fish 
and Parks Department is offering 
citizens the opportunity to review 
a new five-year draft management 
plan for prairie grouse.

The Prairie Grouse Management 
Plan for South Dakota 2011-2015 
describes how the state proposes 
to manage prairie grouse, both 
sharp-tailed grouse and greater 
prairie chicken, in South Dakota. 
The draft will be available for re-
view through May 16. Interested 
citizens are encouraged to submit 
comments on the plan by the 
deadline.

“Prairie grouse can be found 
across South Dakota where grass-
lands comprise much of the land-
scape,” said Travis Runia, senior 
upland game biologist. “As their 
name implies, much of the draft 
plan is focused on maintaining 
and enhancing grassland habitats 
found on both public and private 
lands.”

To view the draft management 
plan and provide feedback online, 
visit the following link at http://
gfp.sd.gov/wildlife/manage-
ment/plans/prairie-grouse-man-
agement-plan.aspx

Request a printed copy of the re-
port or submit written comments 
to: Game, Fish and Parks; 523 East 
Capitol Avenue; Pierre SD 57501.

SD GFP Commission 
Proposes Changes to 
August Management 

Take
A proposal by the South Dakota 

Game Fish and Parks Commission 
would suspend the possession 
limit on Canada geese during 
the August Management Take 
Season.

The proposal would eliminate 
the 32-Canada goose possession 
limit during the management 
period. GFP officials are working 
with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice (USFWS) to allow donation of 
geese taken during the season to 
food pantries. Eliminating the pos-
session limit for the special season 
would ease legal restrictions if the 
donation process is approved.

The proposal would also open 
the August Management Take 
Season to Hanson, Lincoln, and 
Union counties.

The proposed season would run 
from August 13-28 and have a 
daily limit of eight Canada geese.

Those who wish to provide writ-
ten comments on the proposal 
may do so until 5 p.m. on Wednes-
day, June 1. Comments may be 
mailed to Game, Fish and Parks 
Commission, 523 E. Capitol Ave., 
Pierre, S.D., 57501, or e-mailed to 
wildinfo@state.sd.us . Each com-
ment must have the sender’s full 
name and address in order to be 
included in the public record.

Comments may also be present-
ed in person at the public hearing 
during the GFP Commission meet-
ing, which is scheduled for 2 p.m. 
CDT on Thursday, June 2, at the 
Lewis and Clark Recreation Area, 
43349 SD Hwy 52, near Yankton.

Mini Grants Available 
for Shooting Sports 

Programs
Organizations involved in youth 

shooting sports will have the op-
portunity to obtain funds this year 
from the South Dakota Depart-
ment of Game, Fish & Parks.

The GFP shooting sports mini-
grants will be available for inter-
ested organizations, starting in 
May. The grants are designed to 

provide funds to small, nonprofit 
groups interested in providing 
shooting sports opportunities to 
youth. Eligible applicants who 
are approved will be reimbursed 
for 75 percent of the total cost of 
the project. Requirements for the 
mini-grants include:

    * Grants may not exceed a total 
of $2,500 (organization’s cost)

    * Nonprofit organizations 
only

    * Organizations are eligible 
every two years

    * Funds are available for shoot-
ing sports-related programs only

    * Firearms are ineligible for 
purchase under these grants

    * Other examples of ineligible 
purchases under the grants in-
clude: clothing, club memberships, 
food, transportation costs, trans-
portation equipment, and lodging; 
purchases must be directly related 
to the shooting sports.

    * Total funds available for these 
grants in 2011 are $40,000

    * Applicants must meet all 
eligibility requirements to be ap-
proved

Interested applicants can email 
for more information or to request 
an application at curt.robertson@
state.sd.us or by phone at 605-
223-7666.

Wisconsin
Proposed waterfowl 

hunting changes altered 
after review of public 

comments
After reviewing extensive feed-

back from thousands of waterfowl 
hunters collected through mail-in 
surveys, annual spring hearings 
and a waterfowl hunters’ confer-
ence, wildlife officials are retooling 


