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episodes of such trauma. They 
are mobile and can search for 
food near and far. They have a 
crop which they can fill when they 
find an abundance of food and 
digest it later.

Now, let’s talk about quail. 
They have also evolved to make 
it through at least short spurts of 
this kind of weather. A shining 
example occurred in 2007.

What Our Research 
Shows

The Department had radio col-
lars on several quail at Davisdale 
Conservation Area near Boonev-
ille. A major snow event dumped 
18-20 inches of snow at the end of 
November between Columbia and 
Booneville and it was followed by 
sub-zero temperatures for a few 
nights.

How many of our radio-
collared quail died? Our 
staff thought they had all 

died.
They kept getting radio signals 

from an edge feathering brush 
pile over the course of a couple of 
days, before the snow had started 
melting. Finally, thinking the birds 
had died, they went to the brush 
pile to retrieve the valuable collars 
to reuse. As they started to tear 
apart the brush pile to get to the 
dead birds, they were surprised 
when the birds flew out the other 
side of the brush pile!!! Those birds 
stayed in the brush pile for at least 
3 days before they were flushed by 
our workers. There were no tracks 
in the snow to indicate that they 
had moved out of the brush pile 
since the snowstorm. This ability 
to hunker down and wait out the 
worst that the elements can throw 
at them serves the quail well. 
During that winter storm, we did 

not lose a one of the birds that we 
had radio collars on. Davisdale is 
one of our Quail Emphasis Areas 
where we have intensified man-
agement specifically for quail. The 
brush pile that those birds flushed 
from was put there specifically 
for quail. It takes habitat for the 
birds to survive extreme winter 
weather.

The Quail Down My 
Lane

Like the quail at Davisdale, I 
had not seen my quail for about 4 
days after Monday’s freezing rain. 
But Saturday after temperatures 
climbed above freezing for the first 
time we saw the covey. I am sure 
they were buried in snow for a 
few days in one of my many brush 
piles on the farm just trying to 
survive the harsh conditions. Even 
though we had about 15 inches of 
snow in Osage County, the quail 
on my lane will survive, because 
they have the habitat. A big goose-
berry thicket protects them from 
most chances of a predator getting 
to them. They have a wildflower 
plot nearby with food sticking 
out above the snow that should 
sustain them through winter. In 
addition, I noticed they have really 
been working on a nearby privet 
shrub that is still loaded with 
berries, deeper in the woods are 
some winterberry that many birds 
are going to right now, too. If the 
habitat is there, they will survive 
to keep on going into the spring. 
Check out http://mdc.mo.gov/
blogs/more-quail”>http://mdc.
mo.gov/blogs/more-quail for ad-
ditional information.

If you build it, they will 
come…

“Do Something” In 1991 Dr. Paul 
Callicoat purchased his farm and de-
cided that the north 200 acres would 
be devoted to quail management (he 

enjoys working his quail dogs, a lot!). 
In 1993 he contacted the Missouri De-
partment of Conservation (MDC) and 
a management plan was developed. 
Over the next several years he began 
to implement his practices, but his 
work didn’t allow him to devote as 
much time as he wanted. Then in 2007 
Dr. Callicoat contacted MDC again. 
We reviewed his previous plan and 
addressed the woody encroachment 
(oaks and hickories) that had oc-
curred. He contracted the mechanical 
clipper to cut the poles and he sprayed 
and used prescribed fire for the sap-
lings. We were able to offset some of 
the cost by using MDC cost share. 
The initial treatment with herbicide 
killed the woodies and allowed more 
sunlight to hit the ground. Since the 
shade was eliminated, an increase in 
native grasses and forbs occurred. 
This increased the fuel load for pre-
scribed fire which keeps the woodies 
in check. He created brush piles from 
the poles that were cut and disks 
around these piles. And he randomly 
disks throughout his tract and plants 
food plots or lets it sit idle. With the 
number of burn units Dr. Callicoat 
has, he’s able to rotate his burns and 
still provide the habitat diversity that 
quail need. Dr. Callicoat has seen his 
covey count increase to 8 coveys last 
winter (his highest).

We were driving around his 
property last week looking at his 
progress and talking about this 
project. He mentioned that back 
when he started in the 90’s he felt 
intimidated by what needed to 
be done and might do something 
wrong or mess up. This last go 
around he wasn’t worried about 
messing anything up. He said 
you have to “Do Something” or 
you’ll never get anything done. 
I’d have to agree…8 coveys aren’t 
bad! Mike Petersen, Private Land 
Conservationist, Cassville, MO


