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Highmore. “It’s a real privilege 
to have Secretary Salazar in 
South Dakota and be able to 
have a number of ranchers visit 
with him about the importance 
of native grassland,” Falstich 
said. “When these grasslands 
are properly managed, the 
concerns of everyone involved 
is addressed, whether its profit-
ability of the rancher, wildlife 
or environmental issues such 
as water.”

The Dakota Grassland Con-
servation Area will be funded 
with dollars already dedicated 
to conservation. Under the 
proposal, the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service will seek to 
acquire easements from willing 
sellers on approximately two 
million acres of native prairie 
habitat to benefit wildlife and 
support traditional economic 

contacted at the DNR’s office 
in Grand Rapids, Minnesota 
by  phone at 218-327-4438 or 
by email at Ted.Dick@state.
mn.us .

Court Ruling Puts 
Hunting Rights in 

Danger      
RGS with some three-dozen 

other national wildlife and con-
servation  organizations once 
again expresses its dissatisfac-
tion with a recent federal  court 
ruling regarding recreation on 
the Huron-Manistee National 
Forest in  central Michigan. The 
ruling by the Sixth Circuit Court 
of Appeals states that the  For-
est must consider banning gun 
hunting on 66,000 acres of areas 
designated  as “semi primitive” 
within the Huron-Manistee Na-
tional Forest.     This court ruling 
could set a troubling precedent 
that could pose a threat to gun  
hunting on portions of our fed-
eral lands across the nation. 

The Forest Service  was ac-
cepting public comment on the 
two alternatives until February 
11th.  I  hope all RGS Members 
took the time to make their 
voice heard!  Anti-hunters  
generated a lot of comments 
into the Forest Service and it is 
critical that hunters  stand up to 
have their opinions heard. The 
Supplemental Environmental 
Impact  Statement that is being 
reviewed will proposal to ban 
firearm hunting on the  identi-
fied areas. 

The Forest Service proposes 
only two alternatives. The first 
is  “No-Action;” this would 
reaffirm existing management 

direction on the Forest  and 
continue to allow hunting on 
the identified areas. The second 
is “Modified  Closure Alterna-
tive;” this would ban firearm 
hunting on some portion of the  
identified areas.    

The decision also ignores 
the many decades of harmo-
nious coexistence  between 
hunters and other recreation-
ists on public lands throughout 
Michigan  and across America. 
The opportunity to hunt with 
a firearm exists for  approxi-
mately 5 months annually in 
Michigan. 

However, substantial hunter  
activity occurs for only a hand-
ful of days each year in associa-
tion with the gun  deer season 
and several weekends during 
other popular seasons.     

As all conservationist work 
to introduce a more people to 
the outdoors, it would  be coun-
terproductive to create artificial 
barriers to do so by establishing 
zones  where well-supported 
and long-practiced recreational 
uses are no longer  allowed. 

I hope that all Members 
strongly urged the Huron-
Manistee National  Forest to 
aid in sustaining our hunting 
heritage   

activities, specifically livestock 
production.

New Biologist For MN   
Minnesota Position
Ted Dick is now the ruffed 

grouse habitat coordinator for 
Minnesota, a position that was  
created through a partnership 
between the Minnesota De-
partment of Natural Resources 
and  the Ruffed Grouse Society.  
Ted is off and running and 
already getting his feet wet in 
the  grouse woods.  Ted can be 


