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tion Act, positively impact the 
economies of local communities 
across the nation.

While the fly-in primarily 
focused on congressional visits, 
several key DU volunteers also 
met with top ranking federal 
agency officials, including the 
U.S. Secretary of the Interior, 
Ken Salazar. During a private 
meeting with Secretary Sala-
zar, the group discussed the 
importance of saving America’s 
rapidly disappearing native 
prairies through the imple-
mentation of the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service’s proposed 
Dakota Grassland Conserva-
tion Area. The project is part 
of a large-scale effort to con-
serve populations of migratory 
birds by protecting endangered 
grasslands in America’s Prairie 
Pothole Region.

Dakota Grassland Con-
servation Area would build a 
new national model by work-
ing with private landowners 
to develop conservation ease-
ment agreements that would 
protect working agricultural 
landscapes while benefiting 
wildlife. Ducks Unlimited has 
pledged to donate $50 million 
during 10 years for easements 
under the Dakota Grassland 
initiative.

The DU volunteers and 
staffers who met with Secretary 
Salazar included:

    * John W. Childs, president 
of Wetlands America Trust

    * John Tomke, former 
president of Ducks Unlimited

    * George Dunklin, mem-

ber of DU board of directors

    * Bill D’Alonzo, member 
of the Wetlands America Trust 
board of directors

    * Scott Sutherland, direc-
tor of the DU Governmental 
Affairs Office

Ducks Unlimited is the 
world’s largest nonprofit orga-
nization dedicated to conserv-
ing North America’s continu-
ally disappearing waterfowl 
habitats. Established in 1937, 
Ducks Unlimited has conserved 
more than 12 million acres 
thanks to contributions from 
more than a million supporters 
across the continent. Guided 
by science and dedicated to 
program efficiency, DU works 
toward the vision of wetlands 
sufficient to fill the skies with 
waterfowl today, tomorrow and 
forever.

DU Sits Down With Secre-
tary of Interior Salazar in South 
Dakota

Ducks Unlimited says Sec-
retary of the Interior Ken Sala-
zar ’s visit to South Dakota 
this week brings new light to 
America’s disappearing native 
prairie. Salazar met with DU 
and other conservation partners 
today to talk about the Dakota 
Grassland Conservation Area 
that would bring more dollars 
to retaining grassland through 
conservation easements on pri-
vate land. 

“This project will conserve 
our vanishing prairie for wild-
life, ranchers and the general 
public,” said Jim Ringelman, 
DU director of conservation 

programs for North and South 
Dakota. “It keeps the land 
in private ownership, using 
voluntary easements while 
maintaining farmland used for 
grazing and haying.“

Ringelman says, with a 
waiting list of more than 600 
willing landowners in the Da-
kotas, there is no shortage of 
interest in ranchers wanting to 
sell conservation easements. 
“The real limiting factor is the 
funding,” he said. “The Dakota 
Grassland Conservation Area 
designation would bring us 
closer to enrolling all of those 
who have applied.”

Salazar says the Dakota 
Grassland Conservation Area 
would build a new national 
model for the protection of 
working agricultural land-
scapes while benefiting wild-
life. He applauded DU’s com-
mitment to invest $50 million 
over ten years for easements 
under the Dakota Grassland 
initiative. “If there are any ex-
amples of commitment to the 
Dakota grasslands, it is the fact 
that Ducks Unlimited would 
put $50 million on the table for 
that.

Ringelman says native prai-
rie and wetlands help South 
Dakota’s economy with beef 
production and tourism depen-
dent on these two resources. 
“Cattle producers are critical 
to protecting the prairie land-
scape,” he said. “Cows need 
the same thing waterfowl do 
– grass and water. “

Salazar spent the afternoon 
at Jim Faltstich’s ranch near 


