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preferred uses – Congress has 
determined that, to the extent 
possible, hunters, fishers, ob-
servers, photographers, and ed-
ucators must share the refuge.” 
The 1997 Refuge Improvement 
Act, championed by the USSA, 
made hunting, fishing and oth-
er wildlife oriented activities 
priority uses on refuge units. 
The Act also mandated hunting 
and fishing activities be “facili-
tated”. Now, 14 years after pas-
sage of the Act, Judge Gwin’s 
ruling firmly rejects Plaintiffs’ 
attempt to “end run” the Act. 
“The majority of national wild-
life refuges were created to be 
open to hunting, and now hunt-
ers everywhere can continue to 
legally pursue their interests on 
these great public lands,” said 
Walter “Bud” Pidgeon, USSA 
president and CEO. “With the 
end of this prolonged battle, 
this solidly reaffirms that hunt-
ing is a priority use of refuge 
land wherever and whenever 
compatible with wildlife man-
agement.” The U.S. Sportsmen’s 
Legal Defense Fund (SLDF), the 
legal arm of the U.S. Sports-
men’s Alliance Foundation, has 
worked since the beginning of 
this case to defend the rights of 
hunters and has collaborated 
with other groups including 
Safari Club International (SCI). 
Together, the SLDF and SCI are 
co-counsels and also represent 
Ducks Unlimited, the National 
Rifle Association, Izaak Wal-
ton League, Delta Waterfowl 
Foundation, and California 
Waterfowl Association. Na-
tional Wildlife Refuges provide 
vast opportunities for hunters 

seeking waterfowl, big game, 
furbearers, and much more. 
Refuge hunting provides count-
less hours of public recreation 
while also helping maintaining 
optimal wildlife populations. 
The National Wildlife Refuge 
System Administration Act of 
1966 empowered the Fish and 
Wildlife Service to open refuges 
to hunting when compatible 
with the purposes for which 
the refuges were established. 
Today, hunters can continue to 
enjoy these benefits thanks to 
this important win.

SHOT Show to Stay 
at Las Vegas Sands 

Through 2014
 The National Shooting Sports 

Foundation, owners of the Shoot-
ing, Hunting and Outdoor Trade 
(SHOT) Show®, and Reed Exhi-
bitions, producers of the SHOT 
Show, have reached an agreement 
with Las Vegas Sands Corp. to 
present the SHOT Show at the 
Sands Expo and Convention Cen-
ter through 2014.

“SHOT Show attendees have 
made it clear to us that Las Vegas is 
their city of choice, and this agree-
ment allows the National Shooting 
Sports Foundation to meet their 
expectations and to continue our 
great relationship with the city 
and the Las Vegas Sands Corp.,” 
said Steve Sanetti, president and 
CEO of NSSF, trade association for 
the firearms, ammunition, hunt-
ing and shooting sports industry. 
“The Sands has responded to our 
requests for improvements to the 
venue that have been very favor-
ably commented upon by exhibi-
tors and attendees alike, and this 
was a key factor in our decision.”

The SHOT Show is one of 

the largest trade shows in North 
America, featuring 1,600 exhibi-
tors covering 660,000 net square 
feet of product-display space. 
Exhibitors, buyers and media from 
more than 100 countries attend 
the show.

Reed Exhibitions has pro-
duced the SHOT Show for NSSF 
since 1979 and is the most prolific 
partner of the Sands Expo and 
Convention Center.

“We are pleased to continue 
our successful relationship with 
the Las Vegas Sands Corp. The 
SHOT Show venue renewal is a 
measure of our confidence in their 
ability to continue enhancing the 
customer experience,” said Chet 
Burchett, president, Reed Exhibi-
tions Americas.

SHOT Show is the largest 
event the Sands Expo has hosted, 
with the 2011 show attracting 
more than 57,000 industry profes-
sionals, including more than 2,000 
members of the media.

“Our renewed agreement with 
the NSSF and Reed Exhibitions 
is a testament to the success that 
we’ve all enjoyed while working 
together. We’re excited about the 
opportunity to continue the re-
lationship,” said Michael Leven, 
president and chief operating of-
ficer of Las Vegas Sands Corp.

NSSF Voting Member 
Scholarship Program

Seeks Applicants
Employees of companies that 

support the National Shooting 
Sports Foundation at the highest 
level can apply for education aid 
through the NSSF Voting Member 
Scholarship Program.

NSSF is accepting applications 


