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News From The Enemy Camp And Good Guys

NSSF Launches New 
Membership Campaign

NEWTOWN, Conn. -- With 
a record high of more than 6,500 
members, the National Shoot-
ing Sports Foundation, trade 
association for the firearms, am-
munition, hunting and shooting 
sports industry, isn’t taking suc-
cess for granted. It’s launching 
a new membership campaign to 
build its ranks further and give 
industry an even stronger voice 
on issues vital to its future.

With a headline of “Togeth-
er, Our Voice Is Strong,” NSSF’s 
new membership multi-channel 
campaign ad hopes to attract 
manufacturers, wholesalers, 
retailers, shooting range op-
erators, media representatives 
and non-profit organizations 
to join and enjoy the benefits 
of membership. “Whether it 
is in the field, on the range, in 
Washington, D.C., or 50 state 
capitals, we stand proudly as 
your voice,” reads the ad.

“It’s important for NSSF to 
have the largest, most diverse 
membership possible so that 
our industry has the most 
influence possible,” said Bet-
tyjane Swann, NSSF’s director 
of membership services. “For 
over fifty years, NSSF has been 
and still is a respected organi-
zation because its membership 
includes all segments of the 
firearms industry.”

Ranging from its Shooting, 

Hunting and Outdoor Trade 
(SHOT) Show to Congres-
sional Fly-In and Shooting 
Sports Summit, NSSF provides 
industry leadership and cre-
ates opportunity for member 
companies. Celebrating its 50th 
anniversary this year, NSSF 
continues to fulfill its mission 
“to promote, protect and pre-
serve hunting and the shoot-
ing sports” through programs 
such as First Shots and Pull 
The Trigger and its support for 
programs such as the Collegiate 
Shooting Sports Initiative and 
Project ChildSafe.

Membership campaign ads 
will run in print and electronic 
media in firearms industry 
trade publications beginning 
in May. More information can 
be found at www.nssfmember-
ship.com or contact Bettyjane 
Swann at bswann@nssf.org.

SPORTSMEN WIN 
MAJOR COURTROOM 

BATTLE OVER 
HUNTING ON PUBLIC 

LANDS
 The lengthy battle over 

hunting access on dozens of 
units of the 100 million-acre 
National Wildlife Refuge sys-
tem has ended—and hunters 
can declare VICTORY! In April 
2011, federal Judge James S. 
Gwin ruled for sportsmen 
across America by granting 
summary judgment in favor 

of the U.S. Sportsmen’s Alli-
ance Foundation, the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service, and other 
defendants while denying a 
lawsuit aimed at closing hunt-
ing on National Wildlife Ref-
uge System parcels. After this 
ruling, an appeal process was 
opened, and the appeal clock 
began ticking. On Monday, that 
appeal period came to an end 
with the Humane Society of the 
United States (HSUS) failing 
to file any appeal. “This long 
sought win is a great victory 
for hunters everywhere, and 
reinforces the process of keep-
ing national wildlife refuges 
open for hunting, by hunters,” 
said Bill Horn, the US Sports-
men’s Alliance director of fed-
eral affairs. This long-running 
case began in 2003, when the 
Fund for Animals, which later 
merged with the HSUS, filed a 
lawsuit to stop hunting on 39 
refuges. The U.S. Sportsmen’s 
Alliance Foundation (USSAF), 
along with other organizations, 
intervened on behalf of sports-
men. Anti-hunting groups later 
expanded the lawsuit to nearly 
60 refuges. USSAF defended 
this case for eight years, through 
many rounds of hard-fought 
and costly briefing, providing 
stability in the defense as the 
U.S. attorneys assigned to the 
case changed frequently over 
that time. Judge Gwin’s April 
2011 ruling stopped HSUS’ 
attempt at using the National 
Environmental Policy Act to 
close hunting on these refuges. 
In making the decision, the 
judge noted that “Plaintiffs, 
however, are not entitled to an 
inviolate sanctuary for their 


