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Seizure/Impoundment 
Bill Defeated

Colorado Senate Bill 11-
009, which made significant 
changes to the impoundment 
laws and the ability of own-
ers to get their animals back if 
they are seized during a cruelty 
investigation, was postponed 
indefinitely in the House Ag-
riculture, Livestock & Natural 
Resources Committee and will 
not advance this year.

The AKC strongly supports 
the humane treatment of dogs 
and believes that no dog should 
be kept in circumstances where 
its needs cannot be adequately 
fulfilled. Senate Bill 11-009, 
however, severely restricted 
the rights of animal owners 
charged with cruelty, even if the 
charges are later dismissed.

Current law already re-
quires that a bond be posted 
to cover the costs of caring for 
seized animals during a cruelty 
trial. Among other provisions, 
SB 11-009 changed this and re-
quired the person charged with 
cruelty pay the boarding costs 
of the seized animals during 
a hearing – regardless of the 
length of the trial. There were 
no provisions for low-income 
individuals who may not be 
able to pay both legal fees and 
these extensive costs, nor was 
there any reimbursement if the 
charges were later dismissed.

If the owner proved unable 
to pay at any point, they would 
forfeit their ownership rights, 
as well as the right to challenge 
the costs. Read the AKC’s letter 
to the committee, which further 

outlined our concerns.

The AKC thanks the Colo-
rado Federation of Dog Clubs 
and the numerous AKC clubs 
and breeders who contacted 
their legislators on this bill. We 
congratulate them on this im-
portant victory that preserves 
the rights of responsible Colo-
rado dog owners.

Illinois Committee to 
Consider Removal of 
BSL Ban on Tuesday 

(2/22)
The Illinois House Agricul-

ture & Conservation Committee 
is scheduled to consider a bill 
on Tuesday, February 22, that 
would remove the state ban on 
breed-specific legislation. All 
responsible dog owners are 
strongly encouraged to contact 
the committee and ask them to 
oppose House Bill 1080.

Summary:

Illinois is currently one of 11 
states that specifically prohibit 
breed-specific laws. Under cur-
rent law, vicious dogs “shall not 
be classified in a manner that is 
specific as to breed”, and mu-
nicipalities may not pass any 
breed-specific regulations or 
ordinances.

House Bill 1080 strikes these 
provisions from current law, 
thereby allowing the state to 
declare specific breeds as “vi-
cious” and allowing munici-
palities to enact breed-specific 
laws.

The AKC strongly opposes 
all breed-specific legislation 

and recognizes that danger-
ous dogs should be defined by 
their deeds, not their breeds. 
Read AKC’s position statement 
on “Dangerous Dog” Control 
Legislation.

How You Can Help:

 * Attend the committee 
meeting on Tuesday, February 
22, and politely express your 
opposition to House Bill 1080. 
The meeting information is as 
follows:
 House Agriculture & Conser-
vation Committee
 Date: Tuesday, February 22, 
2011
 Time: 2:00 p.m.
 Location: Illinois State Capitol 
Building
 Room 122B
 Springfield, Illinois

 * Contact the members of 
the committee and ask them to 
oppose House Bill 1080.
 Representative Lisa Dugan 
(Chairperson)
 Representative Patrick Ver-
schoore (Vice-Chairperson)
 Representative Jim Sacia (Re-
publican Spokesperson)
 Representative Jason Barick-
man
 Representative Kelly Burke
 Representative John Caval-
etto
 Representative Mary Flowers
 Representative Norine Ham-
mond
 Representative Chad Hays
 Representative Frank Mau-
tino
 Representative Jack McGuire
 Representative Donald Mof-
fitt
 Representative Brandon 


