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News From The AKC

Governor Perry Signs TX 
HB 1451 Into Law

Texas Governor Rick Perry 
has signed House Bill 1451 into 
law. AKC opposed this legisla-
tion as it will negatively impact 
responsible owners and breed-
ers and will not improve animal 
welfare in Texas.

The Texas Department of 
Licensing and Regulation is 
ordered to promulgate regula-
tions by March 31, 2012. Those 
meeting the thresholds set 
forth in HB 1451 will have until 
September 1, 2012 to come into 
compliance with the provisions 
of this bill and the subsequent 
regulations and to obtain the 
license. The American Kennel 
Club and our local clubs will 
work within the upcoming 
regulatory process to protect 
responsible owners and breed-
ers as much as possible. We 
will update our website and 
Texas constituents as this issue 
progresses.

The AKC thanks all the 
clubs and individuals who 
worked to oppose this legisla-
tion and took the time contact 
their elected officials.

MA Committee to 
Consider Numerous Dog 

Bills on May 11
The Massachusetts Joint 

Committee on Municipalities 
and Regional Government 
will consider a series of dog 

bills at its hearing on May 11, 
2011. Responsible dog owners 
in Massachusetts are encour-
aged to attend the hearing or 
contact the committee with 
comments on any of the bills 
on the agenda.

If you are interested in at-
tending the hearing on May 
11, contact the Massachusetts 
Federation of Dog Clubs and 
Responsible Dog Owners 
(MassFed) at info@massfed-
dogs.org.

Summary:

Over 10 bills are scheduled 
to be considered by the joint 
committee, including:

House Bill 562 – The AKC 
and MassFed both support 
this bill, which strengthens the 
Commonwealth’s dangerous 
dog laws by creating a number 
of provisions, including:

· Allowing dogs declared 
“at risk” to have the designa-
tion removed if the dog does 
not exhibit the behavior again 
within two years.

· Preventing municipalities 
from establishing breed-specific 
at-risk or dangerous dog poli-
cies

House Bill 1455 – The AKC 
and MassFed both oppose this 
bill, which makes numerous 
changes to the animal control 
laws, including:

· Requiring an intact animal 
permit for all owners of intact 
dogs (current law already re-
quires a special license for 
unspayed females). The AKC 
opposes all differential licens-
ing for owners of intact dogs.

· Allowing municipalities to 
ban or regulate specific breeds. 
Once approved, the local gov-
ernment must develop a 3-per-
son board “to identify and 
determine the breed of dogs”. 
This board would include two 
members of the public (one 
who must be an “expert in the 
field of animals”) and the local 
animal control officer.

· Providing a list of recom-
mended penalties for nuisance 
violations, including steriliza-
tion or euthanasia

Other bills to be considered 
by the committee include:

Senate Bill 1033 – This bill 
makes numerous changes to 
the animal control and licensing 
laws, including differentiating 
between commercial breeder 
kennels, personal kennels and 
commercial boarding/training 
kennels.

House Bill 1437 – This leg-
islation mandates the steriliza-
tion of all cats, unless the owner 
possesses an intact animal 
permit. As currently written, 
cats would be the only animals 
subject to this license.

House Bill 2326 –Among 
other provisions, this bill ex-
pands the crime of animal cru-
elty to include “knowingly and 
unjustifiably” failing to provide 
veterinary care “that results in 


