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Pheasants Forever Protects 
116 Acres of South Dakota 

Wetlands

Wetland easement is  
Pheasants Forev 
er ’s first in South 

Dakota. Wetland easements pro-
tect wetland areas on private 
land.

Wetland easements protect 
wetland areas on private 
land.

Pheasants Forever 
has secured a wetland 
easement for 116 acres in 
South Dakota’s Lyman 
County. The easement 
is Pheasants Forever ’s 
first in South Dakota and 
permanently protects key 
native habitat for upland 
birds and migratory wa-
terfowl.

Under the terms of 
the easement, the land-
owners, K&M Partners, 
retain ownership of the 
property and may hay 
or graze the wetlands 
basins when conditions 
allow, while Pheasants 
Forever ensures perma-
nent wildlife habitat by limiting 
future land uses. The easement 
was funded by a partial donation 
from the landowners and a $30,000 
grant from the federal North 
American Wetlands Conservation 
Act (NAWCA). The easement is 
perpetual and stays with the land 

when ownership changes.

Wetland habitats in this part of 
South Dakota provide key winter 
cover for upland birds, and when 
wet, are important for migratory 
waterfowl in the Central Flyway. 
But without permanent protection, 

these habitats are susceptible to 
destruction. “Often, during dry 
periods, wetlands in this part of 
South Dakota are destroyed and 
put into row crop production,” 
said Jim Ristau, a Pheasants For-
ever Farm Bill Wildlife Biologist 
based out of nearby Chamberlain, 

South Dakota, “Easements give 
landowners the alternative to 
maintain habitat acres in their na-
tive or restored condition, while 
allowing them to be grazed or 
hayed in a normal manner. This 
way, landowners and producers 
can benefit and wildlife doesn’t 
have to suffer.”

This wetland easement also 
highlights the value of NAWCA 
grants. Earlier this month, the 
U.S. House of Representatives Ap-
propriations Committee proposed 
spending cuts in conservation 
programs, including the loss of 
$47 million for NAWCA grants. 
“This first wetland easement in 
South Dakota boils down to a 
partnership of the landowners, 
Pheasants Forever and NAWCA 

making conservation hap-
pen,” said Ron Leathers, 
Pheasants Forever’s Director 
of Public Finance, “We’d lose 
a supporting pillar for our 
partnership without match 
funding from NAWCA.”

Although this conserva-
tion easement prohibits cer-
tain uses by the landowner, 
it does not make the land 
public. For more information 
about this project, contact Jim 
Ristau at (605) 734-5413 ext. 3 
/ jristau@pheasantsforever.
org.

About Pheasants For-
ever in South Dakota, South 
Dakota is home to 33 Pheas-
ants Forever chapters and 
more than 5,300 Pheasants 
Forever members. For more 

information on “The Habitat Or-
ganization” in South Dakota, call 
Pheasants Forever toll free at (877) 
773-2070.

Anthony Hauck (651) 209-4972 
AHauck@pheasantsforever.org

Projects


