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Microchipping 

 June’s National 
Microchipping Month

June is National Micro 
chipping Month and  
animal advocacy groups 

are using the occasion to raise 
awareness for the benefits of 
microchippingdogs, cats and 
other companion animals to 
protect their safety and bring 
peace of mind to their owners.

“Keeping beloved pets safe 
is a top priority for pet own-
ers, and microchipping offers 
a quick, safe and relatively 
painless solution to help protect 
animals from harm,” said Jean-
Miguel Robadey, global direc-
tor for HID Global’s Animal 
ID business. HID Global has 
been providing RFID solutions 
to safeguard pets for more than 
two decades, partnering with 
animal tagging systems inte-
grators around the world.

Microchipping involves in-
serting a small radio frequency 
identification (RFID) transpon-
der encased in a tiny BIO glass 
tag beneath the animal’s skin. 
The microchip is programmed 
following ISO standards (ISO 
11784-11785) with a unique pet 
identification number. Vets and 
public authorities can read the 
glass tag with any scanner, and 
follow the link of the animal ID 

number to online pet databases 
to trace a lost or stolen animal 
and return it to its rightful 
owner. Official organizations 
can also use RFID in conjunc-
tion with the animal’s registra-
tion files, and add information 
to the database such as medical 
history, vaccination schedules, 
updated owner addresses and 
more.

spent more than $47.7 billion on 
their pets in 20102, evidence of 
the lengths to which people will 
go to provide for their animal’s 
well being.

Microchipping brings pet 
owners added convenience 
and reassurance. While still 
largely voluntary in the U.S., 
microchipping regulation is in-
creasing around the world and 
governments as well as animal 
associations highly recommend 
use of this identification method 
to ensure full protection of ani-
mals. In fact, Switzerland now 
requires it for all dogs as well 
as horses. The pet databases 
needed to support these efforts 
help national and local govern-
ments monitor pet populations, 
and hold all the necessary infor-

mation 
for au-
thorities 
to easily 
contact 
the pet 
o w n e r 
if neces-
sary.

A s 
demand 
g ro w s , 
H I D 
G l o b a l 
will con-

tinue to work in close contact 
with its partners to develop 
cost-effective microchipping 
solutions. In the U.S., where 
only 10% of pets are currently 
identified with an RFID tran-
sponder, it has become more 
affordable than ever. A nation-
wide pet database does not yet 
exist in the U.S., but individual 

Growing pet populations 
spur need for improved 

pet identification
Expanding pet populations 

are increasing the prevalence of 
pet microchipping, according to 
Robadey. There are an estimated 
164 million pets in the U.S., 150 
million in Europe and 150 mil-
lion more in Asia.1  Americans 


