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AKC Offers Tips on 
Cleaning Your Dog’s Ears

Checking your dog’s ears is 
very important. It is a task that 
will help keep his ears clean, 
dry, and free of infections or 
mites. American Kennel Club® 
(AKC) Canine Good Citizen® 
Director and Certified Ap-
plied Animal Behaviorist, Mary 
Burch, Ph.D., offers the follow-
ing tips how to effectively clean 
your dog’s ears.

 * Hold the ear in your hand. 
Look at it and feel the outside 
of it to check for any scratches, 
bumps, or other problems.

 * Next, check the inside of 
the ear. If his ears look dirty, 
use a clean cloth, cotton ball, 
or cotton swab to clean them. 
Moisten the swab or cloth with 
ear wash or a little water to 
remove the dirt or wax. If you 
decide to use a cotton swab, 
be extremely careful to not 
put the swab into your dog’s 
ear canal.

 * If you notice a foul odor 
coming from your dog’s ears 
or you notice him shaking his 
head, it could be the sign of 
mites or an infection. Have 
your veterinarian check his 
ears as soon as possible.

 * Dogs with heavier coats 
might have hair growing in-
side their ears, blocking the 
opening to the ear canal. In 
this case, some of the hair 

might need to be trimmed. Be 
very careful when doing this. 
The best trick is to hold the 
hair between your thumb and 
index finger and trim the hair 
that protrudes from the tops of 
your fingers.

 Additional tips on groom-
ing can be found in “Citizen 
Canine,” the official new book 
of the AKC Canine Good Citi-
zen® Program.

caninegoodcitizen.word-
press.com.
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Maintenance Is Your Dog a Social 
Butterfly?

Proper socialization is the key 
to owning a well-adjusted pup who 
enjoys meeting new people.  Well-
socialized dogs are happy and easy 
to control.  They give a good impres-
sion to others and make the people 
they meet feel that they are safe.

Here are tips on how to 
properly socialize your 

dog.
Start from the very beginning.  

Whether you have a puppy or 
an older dog, you should begin 
socializing him as soon as you 
get him.  Make sure to have daily 
playtime together in order to build 
a bond with your new canine 
companion.  Examples of play you 
can try are sitting on the floor and 
cuddling with or hugging your 
dog, playing with your dog with 
his favorite toys, or throwing a 
toy and encouraging your pup to 
retrieve it.

See new people, places, and 
things.  Try taking your dog on a 
walk to a local park, pet-supply 
store, or other places where you 
will encounter new people and 
new environments.  When you’re 
out on walks, give your dog a 
chance to walk on different sur-
faces as well so he gets used to 
new things.

Socialization never ends.  So-
cializing your dog is not some-
thing you do for a brief period of 
time and then end it.  It is some-
thing that is ongoing and should 
become a natural part of everyday 
life with your dog.

Does your dog have a lot of 
friends?  What do you do to social-
ize him?  


