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D.T. Systems - Tips For Crate 
Training Your Dog

By Ethan Pippitt of Willow Creek Kennels 

Crate Training

D.T. Pro Staff dog  
trainer Ethan Pip 
pitt of Willow Creek 

Kennels in Little Falls, Minne-
sota uses a variety of techniques 
in training hunting dogs.  He 
has found the vibration feature 
of the D.T. Systems H2O 1820 
Collar to be a very effective 
tool when crate training 
your dog.

Dog owners often see 
crate training as something 
that is unnecessary, too dif-
ficult or time consuming to 
try, or even unnatural for 
the dog.  When you look 
at the origin of dogs, and 
strive to use more natural 
training techniques, we 
can see these are simply 
common misconceptions 
about crate training.

Looking at the origin 
of dogs, we find that they 
are the domesticated form 
of the gray wolf. Over a time 
period of approximately 15,000 
years dogs were domesticated 
and developed into hundreds 

of breeds designed for many 
specific tasks. Taking into con-
sideration that domestic dogs 
were originally derived from 
wolves we can assume that 
some wolf habits will come 
naturally to the domesticated 
dogs of today.

Naturally wolves are den 

animals and like enclosed safe 
environments. Our dog’s ken-
nel is their den and should be 
a safe place that is their own 
within our house. Providing 

this for our dog, starting at a 
young age, is not only good for 
us but also our dog. Having a 
crate or “den” for your dog will 
give him a safe place of his own 
as well as give you the ability to 
know where he is and what he 
is doing to prevent unwanted 
accidents, especially with pup-
pies.  With a little history behind 
why crate training is natural for 
a dog we can look at the proper 
way to crate train. 

First, you need to start your 
dog in a crate that is the right 
size. Your crate should give 
the dog enough room to stand 
up, turn around, and lay down 
without hitting their head on 
the top.  However, the crate 
should not provide enough 
room to allow the dog to sleep 
on one side and defecate on the 
other. Dogs are clean animals 
and do not want to “go” where 

they lie. The correct size 
of crate allows you to 
prevent unwanted crate 
accidents.

Once you have the 
right size crate, it is impor-
tant to keep it close to an 
outside door so that your 
dog has a quick route out-
side.  Consistency is key; 
outside is the first place 
the dog should go when 
leaving the crate. You 
will be able to increase 
the time your dog stays in 
the crate gradually until 
your dog is able to hold its 

bladder at least eight hours or 
an average night’s sleep. Also, 
making outside the first stop 
will condition your dog to this 
process, which leads right into 


