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open door or window and are often 
small enough to come through a 
window screen. Once inside your 
home, there’s no place a flea can’t 
go. Fleas can be miserable for you 
and your pet, and not just from the 
bites. They can bring about a host of 
serious problems such as:

Severe anemia: This condition is 
most commonly seen in very young 
or small pets with high numbers of 
fleas. Every year, kittens, puppies, 
and small dogs and cats suffer sig-
nificant blood loss from fleabites 
that can actually lead to death from 
anemia. Signs include pale gums, 
weakness, and fatigue.

 Tapeworms: Cats and dogs 
develop tapeworms from ingesting 
a flea that is carrying the tapeworm 
larva. 

Flea allergy dermatitis: FAD 
is the most common allergic skin 
disease of dogs and cat s. Animals 
that have flea allergy can develop a 
severe allergic reaction to a protein 
in the saliva of certain fleas that 
is left behind from fleabites. This 
condition causes severe itching, 
rash, and more. In dogs, it leads to 
hair loss and infection, usually on 
the rear legs or at the base of the 
tail; cats get scabs around the head, 
neck, and body. Medical treatment 
is needed.

Plague: In rare cases, cats or 
dogs can get the bacteria that cause 
the plague from a rat flea or by 
ingesting a dead, infected animal. 
Symptoms include high fever, leth-
argy, and enlarged lymph nodes. 
Luckily, the disease is highly treat-
able if caught early.

It’s important to realize that 
only five percent of the total flea 
population is in the form of adult 
fleas on your pet. The other ninety 
five is in various stages: fifty percent 
eggs, thirty‑five percent larvae, and 
ten percent pupae that are not read-
ily visible to the naked eye but are 
in your carpet, furniture, bedding, 

lawn, and anywhere else your pet 
walks or lies down.

The key to controlling fleas is 
to interrupt their life cycle at im-
mature stage so they don’t develop 
into adults. All pets in the house-
hold must be treated. When using 
preventative medication al ways 
read all of the instructions prior to 
usage and never use on d1litated, 
very young, sick, or elderly animals 
without directions from you vet. 
Never use dog products on cats and 
vice versa.

Ticks
Ticks are just plain nasty! 

They’re not insects, they’re arach-
nids (like spiders), and are consid-
ered ectoparasites, which means 
they I on the outside of your pet. 
There are several hundred different 
species of ticks in the United States, 
with the problematic species vary-
ing from region to region. The most 
commonly encountered tick is the 
brown dog tick. Ticks are parasites 
and spend their entire lives looking 
for an unwilling host. Ticks don’t 
jump or fly; rather, they position 
themselves on grass, shrubbery, or 
underbrush so they can hitch a ride 
with a passing victim, and then dig 
their heads in and start sucking their 
food of choice: blood. During feed-
ing, ticks can swell up to more than 

fifty times their normal size and, like 
fleas, can cause a life‑threatening 
anemia by bleeding their hosts dry. 
They can also transmit potentially 
fatal illnesses to your pet.

Ticks are most often found in 
and around the pet’s ears, on the 
belly, or on the shoulders, but they 
can attach anywhere. A tick feeds  
by burying its head into the host’s 
skin, leaving its body exposed, As 
it feeds, its body becomes engorged 
and swollen with blood. Although 
the body is pretty disgusting; the 
real danger is the tick’s head, which 
is embedded in the skin. If you re-
move the tick improperly, you may 
end up leaving the head behind and 
putting your pet at risk for infection 
or abscess. That’s why prevention is 
always the best approach in protect-
ing your pets from ticks. Spring and 
fall are the two most active times for 
ticks.

In addition to prevention, when-
ever you take your pet on an outing 
in wooded or grassy areas, you 
need to take the time to thoroughly 
suspect it from head to tail as soon 
as possible. 
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