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Since you can’t tell a book from its cover we offer you seven pages from 
this book to decide if you want to do buy the book!

Summer

Gardening, backyard barbecues, mountain 
side hikes, and days at the beach all mean  
lots of fun, but unfortunately spring also 

means lots of pests such as fleas, ticks, and mosquitoes. 
These unwanted visitors may seem like mere nuisances, 
but they can cause serious, even fatal, diseases in your 
pets if not dealt with properly.

Wildlife such as coyotes, foxes, bobcats, skunks, rac-
coons, opossums, and several rodent species, as well as 
other cats and dogs, can bring fleas and ticks into your 
yard. Pets and people can bring fleas into your home.

Interestingly, the Hartz Mountain Corporation pub-
lished a study in  2002 of which major U.S. cities had 
the highest projected incidence of fleas, ticks, and Lyme 
disease. See wwwhartz.com for a complete list.

Be aware that many of the flea, tick, and mosquito 
products sold at grocery and discount stores do not work 
and can even be harmful your pet. Most products that 
are strong enough to be effective yet safe are sold only 
through licensed veterinarians and exterminators, who 
are properly trained in their use, and are regulated by 
the state and Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). 
The EPA, not the Food and Drug Administration (FDA), 
oversees insecticides in general.

The best and most cost-effective way to deal with 
these seasonal unwanted guests is to protect your pet with 
year-round prevention at the very least, start prevention 
in the spring before your pet becomes infested.

Fleas
Disease‑carrying fleas have menaced pets and people 

for centuries. As carriers of plague and disease, fleas have 
killed more people than all wars combined. Fortunately, 
common household fleas are easily controlled with pre-

ventative measures, and today there are great products 
out there to help prevent, kill, and control fleas.

Because the length and severity of flea‑and‑tick 
season varies across the country and changes from 
year to year depending on the temperature fluctua-
tions and humidity, I recommend some form of flea 
control all year long. At the very least, you should start 
flea prevention in spring to head off an infestation.

Learning more about fleas and their life cycle will 
help you und why they become so prolific in such 
a short period of time and avoid an infestation. Al-
though fleas thrive at 65 to 80 degrees F with humid-
ity levels at approximately eighty percent, they have 
been known to survive indoors during the winter, 
even in cold climates. Fleas also travel-as much as 
1 mile in an hour. They will hop inside through an 

Thanks to Harper Collins we offer you an excerpt from 
What Every Pet Owner Should Know by Dr Karen Halligan 
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