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For online information on the 
federal duck and wetland report, 
visit flyways.us.

North Dakota
Small Game Upland 

Species
Hungarian Partridge, Mourn-

ing Dove, Pinnated Grouse 
(Prairie Chicken), Ring-Necked 
Pheasant, Ruffed Grouse, San-
dhill Crane, Sharp-Tailed Grouse, 
Snipe, Woodcock, Tree Squirrel, 
Wild Turkey

2010 Season Opening Dates: 
    * Early Canada Goose: August 

15 - September 15 - Also requires 
a  federal migratory bird hunt-
ing (duck) stamp for those older 
than age 16.  Although Canada 
geese are not upland game they 
are included here because early 
Canada goose season regulations 
are contained in the small game 
hunting regulations.

    * Mourning Dove: September 
1 - October 30 - (tentative).

    * Sharptail, Hun, Ruffed 
Grouse & Squirrel: September 11 
- January 2, 2011 - (tentative).

    * Sandhill Crane: Special per-
mit required - See ** below.

          o Unit 1: September 18 - 
November 14 - (tentative).

          o Unit 2: September 18 - 
October 24 - (tentative).

    * Youth Pheasant Season: Oc-
tober 2 and 3 - (tentative).

    * Pheasant: October 9 - Janu-
ary 2, 2011 - (tentative).

SoUth Dakota
GFP Using Different tools 
to help Control resident 

Canada Geese   
It wasn’t so long ago that Cana-

da geese in South Dakota were an 
uncommon – if not rare – sight. 
That is no longer the case.   With 
the influx of water in eastern 
South Dakota, combined with in-
creasingly effective agricultural 
practices and goose restoration 
efforts, Canada geese have made 
a remarkable comeback in the 
state. In fact, the impact on crops 
from a large number of geese in 
some places is problem.   “There 
are many areas in eastern South 
Dakota where farmers are deal-
ing with crop losses due to resi-
dent Canada geese,” said South 
Dakota Game Fish and Parks 
Wildlife Damage Program Ad-
ministrator Keith Fisk.  “We are 
using several methods to allevi-
ate crop depredation concerns, 
and we’re trying to reduce the 
resident Canada goose popula-
tion to Fisk said GFP can use a 
Special Canada Goose Permit 
from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service to ease crop losses.  That 
nest work has been completed 
on 937 nests over 49 locations in 
eastern South Dakota, he said.   
However, Fisk said goose dep-
redation will still be a problem 
because of favorable nesting 
conditions this year. GFP is pre-
paring for a challenging goose 
depredation season in the eastern 
part of the state, he added.   “We 
use several different methods to 
mitigate depredation problems,” 
he said. “The nest work our field 
staff completed is just a small 
part of our overall management 
plan. GFP has had a long work-
ing relationship with producers 

to assist them with limiting crop 
depredation.”   GFP has hired 15 
interns and seasonal employees 
and two more permanent em-
ployees to help wildlife damage 
specialists with goose depreda-
tion in eastern South Dakota. 
They will use electric fencing, 
hazing techniques, food plot 
contracts and vegetation barri-
ers – such as buffer strips – to 
help stop or lessen depredation.   
“The Department will also use 
many shoreline areas on Game 
Production Areas and Waterfowl 
Production Areas for loafing and 
feeding, as well as supplemental 
feeding of shelled corn in those 
areas, to attract resident geese 
to public lands and away from 
private lands,” Fisk said.   Hunt-
ers also can play a key role in 
controlling the goose population 
by taking advantage of early 
goose seasons, he said.   The 
GFP Commission recently ap-
proved an August Management 
Take Canada Goose Season, from 
Aug. 14-29. The special season 
allows hunters daily limits of 
eight Canada geese. GFP officials 
hope the August season, com-
bined with a potential increased 
limit of eight geese daily for the 
early September season and a 
potential limit increase in the 
regular goose season, will cut 
the resident goose population to 
a more manageable level. 

Sage Grouse and Youth 
Waterfowl hunting 
Seasons Finalized  

Fall turkey hunters in South 
Dakota will not only have more 
tags available for the upcom-
ing season, they will have more 
places to hunt as well.   The South 
Dakota Game, Fish and Parks 
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Commission voted to increase 
the number of tags available for 
the East River Prairie Turkey 
Unit by 625. There will be 1,670 
one-tag and 2,230 two-tag “any 
turkey” licenses available for 
residents. In addition, Deuel and 
Moody Counties will be opened 
to hunting during the Fall Wild 
Turkey Hunting Season.   The 
West River Prairie Unit licenses 
will remain unlimited two-tag 
“any turkey” licenses to both 
residents and nonresidents, 
while the Black Hills Unit will 
have 5,000 resident and 400 non-
resident one-tag “any turkey” 
licenses. In addition, Stanley 
County was added to the West 
River Prairie Unit.

The Commission also finalized 
the 2010 Youth Waterfowl Hunt-
ing Season. The statewide season 
will run Sept. 18-19 with a daily 
and possession limit the same as 
regular duck and goose seasons.   
The Youth Waterfowl Hunting 
Season is for residents and non-
residents who have not reached 
the age of 16 by the first day of 
the hunting season. Each youth 
hunter must be accompanied by 
an adult while hunting and the 
youth hunter must be properly 
licensed to hunt waterfowl in the 
state, unless participating under 
a mentored hunt scenario.   Hunt-
ers in South Dakota will be able 
to harvest a sage grouse in 2010 
as the Commission also finalized 
the 2010 Sage Grouse Hunting 
Season.   The season will be Sept 
29-30 and will run on all public 
lands and privately leased Walk-
In Area lands in Harding County 
and west of U.S Highway 85 in 
Butte County.   The season limit 
is one sage grouse per hunter. 

Captive Quail 
requirements and Private 

Shooting Preserve Bird 
transportation rules 

Changed 
The South Dakota Game, Fish 

and Parks Commission added 
quail to the list of exempt birds 
that do not have to be marked 
when being raised in captivity.   
The exemption does not ap-
ply to hunting preserves.   The 
Commission also voted to allow 
wildlife processors to process 
game preserve harvested birds 
in a vacuum sealed package, 
with only the kill tag inside the 
package for bird identification.   
A wildlife processing facility is 
defined as any person or entity 
that has a South Dakota sales 
tax license to operate a business 
that receives, possesses, or has 
in custody any wild animal, as 
defined in SDCL 41-1-1, belong-
ing to another person for pick-
ing, skinning, cleaning, freezing, 
processing or storing.   

South Dakota Will allow 
august Canada Geese 

hunting   
 In an effort to control crop 

depredation by Canada geese, 
the South Dakota Game Fish and 
Parks Commission has decided 
to allow hunters to participate 
in an August Canada Goose Take 
Season this year.   The season 
will be held in 15 counties of 32.   
The August Canada Goose Take 
Season will be held in Brookings, 
Clark, Codington, Day, Deuel, 
Hamlin, Grant; Kingsbury, Lake, 
McCook, Marshall, Miner, Min-
nehaha, Moody and Roberts 
counties.    Hunters participating 

in the special August season will 
not need the Federal Migratory 
Bird Stamp, but all other restric-
tions are the same as those in ef-
fect for the Early Fall and Regular 
Canada Goose seasons. 

Proposed Change to 
Preserve Bird tagging 

requirements   
The South Dakota Game Fish 

and Parks Commission is pro-
posing changes to the bird tag-
ging requirements on shooting 
preserves.   The current rule 
would be amended to allow re-
moval of heads, legs and plum-
age from birds harvested on 
licensed preserves.   Because 
licensed shooting preserves are 
considered wildlife processing 
facilities, they are subject to 
record-keeping requirements 
for processing activities. The 
record-keeping should alleviate 
any concerns about identifying 
the sex of birds after processing.   
The Commission is also propos-
ing to add quail to the list of birds 
excluded from the identification-
marking requirement.   Residents 
who would like to provide writ-
ten comments on the preserve 
proposal may do so until 5 p.m. 
Wednesday, June 2. Comments 
may be mailed to Game, Fish 
and Parks Commission, 523 E. 
Capitol Ave., Pierre, SD, 57501, 
or e-mailed to wildinfo@state.
sd.us . All comments must have 
the senders’ full names and ad-
dresses in order to be included 
in the public record.   Comments 
may also be presented in person 
during the GFP Commission 
public hearing, which is sched-
uled for 
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2 p.m. CDT on Thursday, June 
3 at Cedar Shore Resort in Oa-
coma. 

texaS
Parasite Suspected in 
Minor Dove Die-offs

Avian trichomoniasis, a nat-
urally-occurring parasite, is 
the likely cause of minor dove 
die-offs observed recently from 
South Texas to the Panhandle, 
suggest Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department biologists.

“It’s a fairly common occur-
rence, but folks should be aware 
of it,” said Corey Mason, TPWD 
dove program leader.

Trichomonas gallinae is a single 
cell protozoan common in na-
ture that circulates within bird 
populations. Trichomoniasis is 
considered by many avian dis-
ease specialists to be the most im-
portant disease of doves in North 
America. Outbreaks at bird feed-
ing stations and similar locations 
reported to the National Wildlife 
Health Center have occurred 
from coast-to-coast within the 
United States.

Epizootics due to T. gallinae 
can happen year-round, but most 
outbreaks have been reported 
during late spring, summer and 
fall. Because oral lesions often af-
fect the ability of the bird to feed, 
infected birds lose weight, ap-
pear listless, and stand grouped 
together.

Avian trichomoniasis poses no 
human health risks; however, 
precautions should always be 
taken when handling sick or 
dead birds.

Mason said because this para-
site is transmitted through cross-

feeding and bill contact, impacts 
to dove populations can be mini-
mized by taking precautionary 
measures, including removal 
of dead birds and temporary 
removal of artificial water and 
feed or routine cleaning of arti-
ficial watering areas and replen-
ishing bird feeders with fresh 
feed daily. Platforms and other 
surfaces where feed may collect, 
including the area under feeders, 
should be frequently decontami-
nated with 10 percent solution of 
household bleach in water.

WiSCoNSiN
Low spring waterfowl 
numbers in Wisconsin 

reflect drought conditions
Breeding duck numbers are 

lower than average for 2010 in 
Wisconsin due to severe drought 
conditions across northern Wis-
consin and fewer seasonal wet-
lands observed in southern Wis-
consin, according to waterfowl 
biologists.

“Year to year local and regional 
variations in wetland habitat 
and breeding ducks is part of 
the natural cycle in the world 
of wetland wildlife,” said Kent 
VanHorn, Department of Natural 
Resources migratory waterfowl 
biologist.

“There has been less seasonal 
wetland habitat available in Wis-
consin during our 2009 and 2010 
surveys, but that’s balanced by 
more wetland nationwide during 
the same period in the prairies 
of the United States. Since ducks 
are migratory birds they have 
learned to move to the water 
and adapt to annual differences 
in breeding conditions.”

indicators of breeding 
conditions

Three primary sources of in-
formation on yearly waterfowl 
breeding conditions are used 
to determine the fall season 
structure for Wisconsin. So far, 
wildlife managers only have 
data from the Wisconsin-based 
survey.

“We’ve completed the annual 
Wisconsin Breeding Waterfowl 
Survey, which is very important 
since a large proportion of the 
ducks harvested in Wisconsin are 
raised in Wisconsin,” Van Horn 
said. The survey is available on 
the waterfowl surveys page of 
the DNR website.

A cooperative survey of Cana-
da geese, the Mississippi Valley 
Population (MVP) Breeding 
Survey organized by the Ontario 
Ministry of Natural Resources, 
has been completed but results 
are not yet available.

The final piece is the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service breeding 
waterfowl survey for the north-
ern United States, Canada and 
Alaska. That information is ex-
pected in the next few weeks and 
will form the framework for the 
2010 fall hunting seasons. Only 
preliminary rainfall data is avail-
able at this time.

The full results of the 2010 
Wisconsin Waterfowl Breeding 
Population Survey will be posted 
on the Waterfowl in Wisconsin 
page of the DNR website later 
in the week.

Ducks
Waterfowl breeding areas in 

parkland and prairie Canada this 
spring had fair to very good con-
ditions with smaller areas of poor 
habitat. Breeding is expected to 
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be good overall. Precipitation 
and wetland habitats in North 
and South Dakota prairies for 
2010 were good to very good for 
most areas. Minnesota had dry 
conditions and below average 
wetland numbers similar to Wis-
consin. Breeding duck numbers 
for Minnesota are expected to 
be similar to last year and below 
average. In North and South 
Dakota breeding duck numbers 
and production should be aver-
age to good.

Despite better than normal win-
ter precipitation in Wisconsin, 
spring came early and was dry 
in many areas. At the time of the 
Wisconsin waterfowl survey, late 
April to early May, the state was 
very dry, particularly in northern 
Wisconsin where severe drought 
conditions exist and many lakes 
are at all time low water lev-
els. The long term drought in 
northern Wisconsin will require 
significant periods of above aver-
age precipitation to restore more 
normal water levels.

Across the state, spring 2010 
was drier than 2009 and drier 
than our long term average. Wet-
land numbers were 59 percent 
and 47 percent below the long 
term average in our two north-
ern survey regions. In the two 
southern survey regions wetland 
numbers were 37 percent and 
26 percent below the long term 
average.

“Following the survey in late 
May and early June we have 
had good rain and wetland con-
ditions improved across most 
of the state, particularly in the 
south,” says VanHorn. “Ducks 
that nested should have fair to 
good brood habitat in which 

to raise their young. However, 
it looks like some ducks went 
looking out of state for water, 
particularly blue-winged teal.”

The four most abundant ducks 
in Wisconsin’s fall hunting har-
vest are mallards, wood ducks, 
green-winged teal and blue-
winged teal. Van Horn notes that 
many of the ducks harvested in 
Wisconsin come from birds that 
breed in Wisconsin, in contrast 
to other states in the flyway that 
rely more heavily on birds raised 
in the prairies or boreal forests of 
Canada.

“These are population esti-
mates – not exact counts – so 
changes of near 20 percent up or 
down in the estimates each year 
may not reflect any real change 
in the actual population,” Van 
Horn said.

The 2010 total mallard popu-
lation estimate of 198, 242 is 
essentially unchanged from the 
200,497 estimate in 2009 and 
remains about 9 percent above 
the long-term average (37 year 
average). Mallards contribute to 
nearly 40 percent of the overall 
state duck harvest in Wisconsin. 
Overall the breeding population 
of mallards in Wisconsin appears 
to range between 200,000-250,000 
in recent years depending on 
annual wetland conditions. For 
2010 we should expect average 
production and fall mallard 
numbers.

The second most abundant 
duck in the fall harvest is the 
wood duck. In 2010, the popu-
lation estimate for wood ducks 
is 106,785 which is statistically 
similar to the 2009 estimate of 
113, 523. Because the Wiscon-
sin wood duck population has 

increased significantly from the 
early years of the survey the 2010 
population estimate remains 41 
percent higher than the long term 
average.

The 2010 blue-winged teal 
breeding population estimate of 
50,188 is a significant decrease 
from the 2009 estimate of 112,792 
and is well below the long term 
average. While conditions sug-
gest that a decline in the number 
of blue-winged teal breeding in 
Wisconsin for 2010 is real, biolo-
gists believe that the early spring 
reduced the ability of observers 
to see teal and exaggerated this 
low population estimate.

The decrease in the Wiscon-
sin estimate of breeding blue-
winged teal is in contrast to the 
previous 6 years when Wisconsin 
breeding population estimates 
were above 100,000. It is also in 
contrast to the continental blue-
winged teal population which 
has been near historic high popu-
lations at over 6 million breeding 
blue-winged teal from 2007-09. 
Blue-winged teal are known to 
move around the continent in 
order to find the best water for 
breeding and a dry Wisconsin in 
the spring of 2010 offered poor 
habitat. Biologists also continue 
to be concerned over the lack of 
secure grassland nesting cover 
important to this duck species, 
particularly in light 
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of the loss of nearly 200,000 
acres of CRP grassland set aside 
in Wisconsin since 2007.

The 2010 total Wisconsin breed-
ing duck population estimate of 
386,501 is down 23 percent from 
2009 and is 12 percent below the 
long-term mean (37 years). With 
mallard and wood duck popula-
tion estimates similar to 2009 the 
decline in the total breeding duck 
estimate was heavily impacted 
by the decline in the blue-winged 
teal population estimate. If the 
current rainfall pattern continues 
improved wetland conditions 
should help to hold Wisconsin 
produced ducks into the fall and 
attract migrants from areas of the 
continent that experienced better 
breeding conditions.

“It is important to remember 
that wetlands are dynamic sys-
tems that experience wet and 
dry periods,” says Van Horn. 
“The dry years are important 
to the long term health of these 
habitats but can have significant 
short term impacts on wildlife 
associated with those habitats. 
As a result, wetland dependent 
wildlife such as ducks normally 
experience cycles of high and 
low populations. It is important 
to protect the wetlands and 
associated habitat during dry 
periods so that when the rains 
return so will the breeding duck 
numbers.”

Canada Geese
“There are two different popu-

lations of Canada geese that 
represent most of the geese in 
Wisconsin during the regular fall 
hunting season. The average over 
the last several years has shown 
the hunting harvest split roughly 
50:50 between these 2 popula-

tions during the regular hunting 
seasons,” Van Horn said.

One population, called resident 
giant Canada geese, nests in 
Wisconsin. The 2010 Wisconsin 
breeding Canada goose popula-
tion estimate of 165,853 is up 12 
percent from 2009 and is twice 
as high as the long-term (24-
year) mean. Factors that likely 
contributed to this increase in the 
resident Canada goose popula-
tion estimate include good pro-
duction in 2009, a low Wisconsin 
Canada goose harvest in fall 2009 
and an early spring in 2010.

“We expect an abundant Can-
ada goose population this fall, 
particularly for the Early Sep-
tember Canada goose season,” 
Van Horn said.

By federal rule, the Early Sep-
tember Canada goose season 
harvest must remain over 90 per-
cent giant Canada geese which 
nest in Wisconsin or adjacent 
states and it is scheduled early 
to target this population.

The second Canada goose pop-
ulation is the Mississippi Valley 
Population, which is made up of 
slightly smaller birds that nest 
along the coast of Hudson Bay 
in northern Ontario and migrate 
through Wisconsin and other 
Midwestern states. The breeding 
survey data are not yet available 
for this population but early in-
dications are that the breeding 
should be average to above aver-
age. This spring was one of the 
earliest years ever on the Hudson 
Bay coast and this normally has 
a positive impact on breeding ef-
fort and success for these Canada 
geese. Preliminary nest study 
data indicates that the number 
of nests observed was near aver-

age but that nest predation rates, 
primarily from gulls, were high 
this spring. The early spring may 
help to increase brood survival 
and in the end provide for aver-
age productivity for 2010.

“These preliminary numbers 
indicate a mix of conditions. We 
will not know for sure what this 
means for the waterfowl season 
structure until after the Missis-
sippi Flyway Council meeting at 
the end of July,” Van Horn said. 
“As we do each year, the public 
will have opportunities to pro-
vide input on waterfowl hunting 
season during our meetings and 
hearings. These public meetings 
are also a great opportunity to 
hear the latest on waterfowl 
management and population 
status. We’ll take the public input 
to the Natural Resources Board 
along with a season structure 
proposal for approval on August 
11th.”

The Mississippi Flyway Coun-
cil, which is made up of water-
fowl specialists from the states 
of Alabama, Arkansas, Illinois, 
Indiana, Iowa, Kentucky, Loui-
siana, Michigan, Minnesota, 
Mississippi, Missouri, Ohio, Ten-
nessee, and Wisconsin and the 
Canadian provinces of Mani-
toba, Ontario, and Saskatchewan 
within the Mississippi Waterfowl 
Flyway will meet later this sum-
mer to advise the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service (USFWS) on 
waterfowl conditions before 
the federal agency establishes a 
framework under which states 
and provinces can set waterfowl 
hunting seasons.

Following the flyway council 
meeting and after the USFWS 
sets a season framework, public 
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hearings on Wisconsin’s pro-
posed waterfowl seasons will 
be held in August. The final 
Wisconsin seasons will be set by 
the state Natural Resource Board 
at its Aug. 11th meeting.

The DNR’s proposed waterfowl 
seasons will be online at the end 
of July on the Waterfowl in Wis-
consin pages of the DNR web-
site. Comments on the proposal 
can be sent to to the Assistant 
Migratory Game Bird Ecologist 
before midnight on Thursday, 
August 5.

The following meetings on the 
status of waterfowl populations 
and possible season structures 
will be held:

2010 Pre-Flyway Meeting

    * July 12, Portage - 7 p.m., 
Comfort Suites, Wisconsin room 
N5780 Kinney Rd (Hwy 78 
South).

2010 Post-Flyway Meetings

    * July 31, Wausau - 9 a.m. 
(Conservation Congress Meet-
ing), 1 p.m. (DNR Public Meet-
ing), The Plaza Hotel & Suites, 
Three Rivers room, 201 N 17th 
Ave.

2010 Waterfowl Status Presenta-
tion/Public Hearing Locations

    * August 2, La Crosse - 7 p.m., 
State Office Bldg, rooms B-19 
and B-20, 3550 Mormon Coulee 
Road.

* August 3, Rice Lake - 7 p.m., 
WI Indianhead Technical College 
(WITC), room 243, 1900 College 
Dr.

    * August 4, Appleton - 7 p.m., 
Agricultural Services Center, 
main conference room, 3369 West 
Brewster St.

    * August 5, Pewaukee - 7 p.m., 
Comfort Suites Lake Country, 
Thunder Bay room, N14 W24121 
Tower Place.

Natural Resources Board Meet-
ing

    * August 11, Superior 8:30 
a.m. Location to be announced.

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CONTACT: Kent Van Horn - 
(608) 266-8841

Public comments can be di-
rected to the Assistant Migratory 
Game Bird Ecologist via email, 
phone, fax, or mail:

James Christopoulos
DNR Bureau of Wildlife Man-

agement
PO Box 7921, Madison, WI 

53707-7921
phone: (608) 261-6458
fax: (608) 267-7857
e-mail: james.christopoulos@

wisconsin.gov

DNr and Wisconsin 
Waterfowl association to 
restore wetland habitat

Approximately 300 acres of 
privately owned, mixed wetland 
habitat plots in 12 counties will 
be restored to create breeding 
and nesting habitat for water-
fowl and other wetland species 
under a partnership between 
the state Department of Natural 
Resources and the Wisconsin Wa-
terfowl Association (WWA).

the projects are possible 
thanks to a $60,000 grant 

from the Wisconsin 
Waterfowl Stamp fund.

“Habitat of all types is critical to 
sustaining healthy and abundant 
wildlife populations,” said DNR 
Secretary Matt Frank. “Through 
Stewardship grants and pro-
grams like the waterfowl stamp 
fund, we are able to work with 
our partners to preserve and 
protect many more acres than we 
could alone.”

Mallards, blue-winged teal, 
wood ducks, great-blue heron, 
egrets, rails, yellow legs, sand-
pipers, and other shorebirds are 
expected to utilize the habitat 
created by these projects accord-
ing to WWA project managers.

The dollars to pay for these 
projects come from the Wiscon-
sin Waterfowl Stamp Fund. In 
addition to a hunting license 
waterfowl hunters must pur-
chase two stamps, a Wisconsin 
Waterfowl Stamp for $7 and a 
federal Migratory Bird Stamp 
for $15. Money from Wisconsin 
Waterfowl stamp sales is used for 
a variety of projects like this, all 
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intended to provide important 
breeding, nesting and resting 
habitat for waterfowl.

Planned work under the co-
operative agreement signed by 
Frank last week includes filling 
in agricultural ditches, removing 
drainage features, removing sed-
iment and building low berms 
and water control structures to 
create and regulate water levels 
and is done in cooperation with 
willing landowners.

“Putting Waterfowl Stamp 
funds ‘right back into the 
ground’, is a perfect application 
of the sporting publics’ dollars”, 
said Don Kirby, WWA’s Execu-
tive Director. “It’s partnerships 
like this one that provide critical 
assistance and support to efforts 
to restore and enhance wetland 
environments, on both public 
and private lands, throughout 
our great state.”

All projects are scheduled for 
completion in 2010. Counties 
where projects are located in-
clude Marquette, Dodge, Jef-
ferson, Manitowoc, Rock, Co-
lumbia, Oneida, Waushara, Wal-
worth, Green Lake, Washington 
and Fond du Lac.

The waterfowl stamp fund 
provides approximately $570,000 
annually. One-third of the rev-
enue is shared with Canadian 
conservation organizations for 
habitat work there since many 
migrating waterfowl that ap-
pear in Wisconsin are hatched 
in Canada.

For more information about the 
Wisconsin Waterfowl Association, 
and the wetland restoration work 
they do in the state of Wisconsin, 
see their website at: [www.wis-
ducks.org] (exit DNR).

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CONTACT: Ricky Lien (920) 892-
8756 ext 3045 or Michelle Kille 
(608) 266-7408

annual survey indicates 
slight drop in ruffed 
Grouse population

Three out of four regions show 
decrease

 Wisconsin’s ruffed grouse pop-
ulation appears to have deviated 
from its four-year rise, according 
to data that state wildlife man-
agers collected during the 2010 
spring drumming counts.

“Statewide, the ruffed grouse 
population decreased about 
5 percent between 2009 and 
2010,” said Sharon Fandel, Act-
ing Upland Wildlife Ecologist 
with the Department of Natural 
Resources.

“The southwest showed the 
greatest decrease in drumming 
activity over the last year with 
a 21 percent decrease,” Fandel 
said. “The central and north-
ern regions showed a slight 
decrease of 4 percent and 6 per-
cent, respectively, whereas the 
southeast region experienced 
a large increase of 60 percent 
more drums than in 2009. The 
southeast region contains the 
least amount of grouse cover in 
the state and minor increases in 
grouse drumming numbers can 
have a large influence on the 
drumming index.”

For reasons not well under-
stood, grouse populations cycle 
up and down over an 8- to 10-
year period. The previous high 
was in 1999, and it would appear 
that Wisconsin has reached the 
peak of the current grouse cycle. 

Biologists note that while the 5 
percent statewide decrease from 
last year ’s drumming survey 
results supports the idea that the 
ruffed grouse population may be 
on the downswing, the change is 
not statistically significant and 
may be due to random chance or 
smaller samples sizes represent-
ing a given area.

Ruffed grouse are one of Wis-
consin’s most popular upland 
game birds. Their characteristic 
“drumming” noise is readily 
recognized and is produced by 
males during the spring breed-
ing season. The male grouse will 
stand on drumming logs and 
rapidly beat their wings with 
the intention of attracting female 
grouse.

Ruffed grouse drumming sur-
veys are divided into four regions 
around the state. Each spring 
since 1964, wildlife biologists, 
wardens, foresters, members of 
the Ruffed Grouse Society, and 
other volunteers have driven 
survey routes, stopping to lis-
ten at predetermined locations 
for the unmistakable sound of 
drumming ruffed grouse. These 
drumming counts and observa-
tional data on breeding success 
are used to estimate grouse 
population changes.

“Ruffed grouse drumming 
surveys are helpful in tracking 
statewide population changes 
over the long term,” says Krista 
McGinley, Assistant Upland 
Wildlife Ecologist. “However, 
they are not good predictors 
of local harvest or hunting op-
portunities. The most successful 
hunters are usually those who 
spend the most time in the field 
and cover the most ground.”
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There are two ruffed grouse 
management zones (pdf) in the 
state. The hunting dates for Zone 
A are Sept. 18, 2010 through Jan. 
31, 2011. The dates for Zone B 
are Oct. 16, 2010 through Dec. 8, 
2010. Daily bag limits are 5 birds 
per day in Zone A and 2 birds per 
day in Zone B. Possession limits 
are twice the daily bag limit. 
Additional information can be 
found on the ruffed grouse page 
of the DNR website.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, 
CONTACT: Krista McGinley, As-
sistant Upland Wildlife Ecologist 
(608) 264-8963 or Sharon Fandel, 
Acting Upland Wildlife Ecologist 
(608) 261-8458

Public asked to report 
game bird brood 

observations
Outdoor enthusiasts and hunt-

ers can help the state monitor the 
brood production of a variety of 
game birds including pheasant, 
ruffed grouse, turkey, quail, gray 
partridge, prairie chicken and 
sharptailed grouse by reporting 
sightings to the state Department 
of Natural Resources.

State wildlife officials say brood 
sightings are an important mea-
sure of the reproductive suc-
cess.

“People often see game birds 
and their broods while they are 
out enjoying Wisconsin’s sum-
mertime,” said Brian Dhuey 
a DNR research scientist who 
monitors wildlife abundance and 
distribution across Wisconsin. 
“The public can help us monitor 
the reproductive success of these 
birds by reporting sightings on 
the Game Bird Brood Observa-

tion survey page of the DNR 
website.”

People interested in participat-
ing in this survey can find survey 
instructions and record their 
sightings online on the Game 
Bird Brood Observation survey. 
The survey period begins June 
13 and runs through August 21 
2010.

DNR is interested in the type 
of bird seen, the county it was 
seen in, the number of hens and 
chicks seen, and the activity 
people were engaged in and for 
how long when the observations 
were made. People can record 
observations at the end of every 
day, or for times when they do 
not have access to the Internet 
and would like to keep track of 
your observations, a tally sheet 
(pdf) has been provided to help 
record sightings.

Each summer, wildlife person-
nel around the state are asked 
to fill out ten-week brood obser-
vation reports. These 10-week 
brood surveys have been ongo-
ing for some species for more 
than 30 years. Ruffed grouse, 
gray partridge, and pheasant 
10-week brood surveys have 
been collected since 1970. Wild 
turkey was added to the 10-week 
brood survey in 1987. Prior to 
1970 department personnel did 
game bird brood observations 
for ruffed grouse and pheasants. 
Information gathered on game 
bird brood production is used by 
DNR for monitoring population 
indices, making fall hunting fore-
casts, and monitoring regional 
trends.

Questions about the Game Bird 
Brood Observation survey, ac-
cessing the tally sheet, reporting 
your observation, or the results 
of the survey, can be referred to 
Brian Dhuey at (608) 221-6342.

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CONTACT: Brian Dhuey (608) 
221-6342
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Dog Show Calendar of events

AlAskA 
 Aug 6-8 Cook Inlet 
Kennel Club Show Fair-
grounds 2075 Glenn 
Highway Mile 40 Palm-
er BaRay Event Services 
Inc www.cookinletken-
nelclub.com 

ArkAnsAs 
 Aug 14-15 Arkansas 
Kennel Club Inc. Show 
F a i rg ro u n d s  We s t 
Roosevelt Rd. Little 
Rock Onofr io  Dog 
Shows L.L.C. www.ar-
kansaskennelclub.com 

CAliforniA 
 July 17-18 Del Monte 
Kennel Club Inc Show 
Carmel Middle School 
Carmel Valley Road 
Carmel MB-F Inc. www.
dmkc.org 

 July 31-1 Lompoc Val-
ley Kennel Club Inc 
Show Ryon Park Ocean 
Avenue & O Street Lom-
poc Jack Bradshaw Dog 
Shows 

 Aug 8 Richmond Dog 
Fanciers Club Inc. Show 
Fairgrounds 655 S 1 
Street Dixon MB-F Inc. 

 Aug 14-15 South Bay 
Kennel Club Show 
North High School 3620 
W 182nd St Torrance 
Jack Bradshaw Dog 
Shows 

 Aug 27 Simi Valley 
Kennel Club Show Earl 
Warren Showgrounds 
Las Positas Road Santa 
Barbara Jack Bradshaw 
Dog Shows 

 Aug 28-29 Mensona 
Kennel Club Inc. Show 
Sonoma County Fair-
grounds 1350 Bennett 
Valley Rd Santa Rosa 
MB-F Inc. www.sonic.
net/sthomp 

 Aug 28-29 Santa Bar-
bara Kennel Club Inc 
Show Earl  Warren 
Showgrounds Las Posi-
tas Road Santa Barbara 
Jack Bradshaw Dog 
Shows www.SBKC-
dogs.com 

 Aug 30 Conejo Ken-
nel Club Show Earl 
Warren Showgrounds 
Las Positas Road Santa 
Barbara Jack Bradshaw 
Dog Shows www.cone-
jokennelclub.com 

ColorAdo 
 July 17-18 Roaring Fork 
Kennel Club Inc Show 
Eagle River Center 794 
Fairgrounds Road Ea-
gle Onofrio Dog Shows 
L.L.C. 

 Aug 21-22 Greeley 
Kennel Club Inc. Show 
Island Grove Regional 
Park 501 N. 14th Ave 
Greeley Onofrio Dog 
Shows L.L.C. 

GeorGiA 
 Aug 27 Sawnee Moun-
tain Kennel Club of 
Georgia Show Atlanta 
Exposition Cntr South 
3850 Jonesboro Rd 
Atlanta Onofrio Dog 
Shows www.smkcga.
com 

 Aug 28 Lawrenceville 
Kennel Club Inc. Show 
Atlanta Exposition Cntr 
South 3850 Jonesboro 
Rd Atlanta Onofrio 
Dog Shows www.law-
rencevillekc.org 

 Aug 29 Conyers Kennel 
Club of Georgia Show 
Atlanta Exposition Cntr 
South 3850 Jonesboro 
Rd Atlanta Onofrio 
Dog Shows www.co-
nyerskennelclub.org/ 

HAwAii 
 Aug 21-22 West Oahu 
Kennel Club Show Bar-
bers Point Elementary 
School Ewa MB-F Inc. 

iowA 
Aug 6 Southeastern 
Iowa Kennel Club Show 
Loren Walker Arena & 
Agria Stock Arena 1500 
W Agency Rd. West Bur-
lington Onofrio Dog 
Shows L.L.C 

 Aug 7-8 Burlington 
Kennel Club Inc. Show 
Agri Sports Arena Gear 
Ave & U S 34 West Bur-
lington Onofrio Dog 
Shows L.L.C 

idAHo 
 July 17-18 Inland Em-
pire Kennel Associa-
tion Inc. Show Kootenai 
County Fairgrounds N 
4060 Government Way 
Coeur D’Alene Onof-
rio Dog Shows L.L.C. 
www.ieka.org 

illinois 
 July 17-18 Kishwaukee 
Kennel Club Inc. Show 
Fairgrounds 8791 Route 
76 Fairgrounds Rd Bel-
videre Roy Jones Dog 
Shows Inc. 

 Aug 7-8 Crab Orchard 
Kennel Club Inc. Show 
County Pavilion 1602 
Sioux Drive Marion On-
ofrio Dog Shows L.L.C. 
www.craborchardken-
nelclub.com 

 Aug 28-29 Elgin Kennel 
Club Show Fairgrounds 
1/4 Mile West of Ran-
dall Rd St Charles Roy 
Jones Dog Shows Inc. 
www.elginkennelclub.
org 

indiAnA 
 Aug 20-22 Anderson 
Kennel Club Show Fair-
grounds N Wheeling 
Ave Muncie Roy Jones 
Dog Shows www.an-
dersonkennelclub.org 

 Aug 19-21 Muncie Ken-
nel Club Inc. Show Fair-
grounds N Wheeling 
Ave Muncie Roy Jones 
Dog Shows www.mun-
ciekennelclub.org 
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kAnsAs 
 Aug 21-22 Jesse James 
Kennel Club Show Kan-
sas Expocentre One Ex-
pocentre Drive Topeka 
Onofrio Dog Shows 
L.L.C. 

 Aug 26-28 Manhattan 
Kansas Kennel Club 
Show Kansas Expo-
centre One Expocentre 
Drive Topeka Onof-
rio Dog Shows L.L.C. 
www.mkkc.org 

 Aug 27-29 Topeka Ken-
nel Club Show Kansas 
Expocentre One Expo-
centre Drive Topeka 
Onofrio Dog Shows 
L.L.C. 

kentuCky 
 July 24-25 Owensboro’s 
River City Kennel Club 
Show Hines Center One 
Wellness Drive Philpot 
Onofrio Dog Shows 
L.L.C. www.owens-
borokennelclub.org 

louisiAnA 
 Aug 5-7 Louisiana 
Kennel Club Inc. Show 
Pontchartrain Center 
4550 Williams Bou-
levard Kenner Onof-
rio Dog Shows L.L.C. 
www.louisianaken-
nelclub.org 

 Aug 6-8 Metairie Ken-
nel Club Inc. Show 
Pontchartrain Center 
4550 Williams Bou-
levard Kenner Onof-
rio Dog Shows L.L.C. 
www.metairiekc.org 

MAssACHusetts 
 Aug 7 Pioneer Valley 
Kennel Club Inc. Show 
Greenfield Communi-
ty College College Dr 
Greenfield Lori Carver 
www.pioneervalleyken-
nelclub.com 

 Aug 21-22 Wachusett 
Kennel Club Inc. Show 
Trade Center 150 Royal 
Plaza Drive Fitchburg 
MB-F Inc. www.wachu-
settkc.org 

 Aug 26 Northwestern 
Connecticut Dog Club 
Inc. Show Eastern States 
Exposit ion Grounds 
1305 Memorial Ave West 
Springfield MB-F Inc. 
www.ncdcdog.org 

 Aug 27 Elm City Kennel 
Club Show Eastern States 
Exposition Grounds 1305 
Memorial  Ave West 
Springfield MB-F Inc. 

 Aug 28 Newtown Ken-
nel Club Inc. Show East-
ern States Exposition 
Grounds 1305 Memo-
rial Ave West Springfield 
MB-F Inc. www.new-
townkennelclub.org 

 Aug 29 Great Barrington 
Kennel Club Show East-
ern States Exposition 
Grounds 1305 Memo-
rial Ave West Springfield 
MB-F Inc. www.greatbar-
ringtonkennelclub.com 

MiCHiGAn 
 July 16 Holland Michi-
gan Kennel Club Show 
Fairgrounds Marshall 
Roy Jones Dog Shows 
Inc 

 July 17-18 Battle Creek 
Kennel Club Inc. Show 
Fairgrounds Marshall 
Roy Jones Dog Shows 
Inc www.battlecreek-
kennelclub.com 

 Aug 6 Michiana Kennel 
Club Show Fairgrounds 
Marshall Roy Jones Dog 
Shows 

 Aug 7 Sturgis Kennel 
Club Calhoun County 
Fairgrounds Marshall 
Roy Jones Dog Shows 

 Aug 8 Berrien Kennel 
Club Show Fairgrounds 
Marshall Roy Jones Dog 
Shows Inc www.web-
spawner.com/users/
berrienkc 

MinnesotA 
 July 15-18 Duluth Ken-
nel Club Show Conv 
Center 350 Harbor 
Drive Duluth Onofrio 
Dog Shows 

 Aug 14-15 Kennel Club 
of Freeborn County 
Minnesota Inc. Show 
City Arena RR 1 Al-
bert Lea Onofrio Dog 
Shows 

 Aug 28-29 St. Croix 
Valley Kennel Club 
Inc. Show Fairgrounds 
12300 North 40th St. 
Lake Elmo Onofrio Dog 
Shows www.scvkc.org 

Mississippi 
 July 17-18 Greater Shel-
by Kennel Club Show 
MultiPurpose Arena 
7360 Highway 51 North 
Southaven Onofrio Dog 
Shows L.L.C. www.
greatershelbykc.org 

 Aug 21-22 Memphis 
Kennel Club Inc. Show 
MultiPurpose Arena 
7360 Highway 51 North 
Southaven Onofrio Dog 
Shows L.L.C. 

nortH CArolinA 
 Aug 18-19 Danville 
Kennel Club Inc. Show 
Coliseum Complex 
1921 W Lee St Greens-
boro MB-F Inc. 

 Aug 20 Greater Hickory 
Kennel Club Inc. Show 
Coliseum Complex 
1921 W Lee St Greens-
boro MB-F Inc. www.
GHKC.org 

 Aug 21-22 Carolina 
Kennel Club Inc. Show 
Coliseum Complex 1921 
W Lee St Greensboro 
MB-F Inc. www.caroli-
nakennelclub.com/ 

nortH dAkotA 
 Aug 5-8 Bismarck Ken-
nel Club Show Civic 
Center 315 South 5th St. 
Bismarck Onofrio Dog 
Shows L.L.C. bismarck-
kennelclub.com 

nebrAskA 
 July 17-18 Nebraska 
Kennel Club Show 
Qwest Center Omaha 
455 N 10th St. Omaha 
Onofrio Dog Shows 
L.L.C. www.nebraskak-
ennelclub.com 

new HAMpsHire 
 Aug 8 Cheshire Kennel 
Club Inc. Show Whee-
lock Park Park Avenue 
Keene MB-F Inc 


