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President Stephen L. Sanetti. 
“All law-abiding Americans, no 
matter whether they live in a 
big city like Chicago or in rural 
Wyoming, have the same Second 
Amendment right to keep and 
bear arms. Constitutional rights 
don’t stop at state or city borders. 
Cities like Chicago and New York 
and states like California must 
now respect the Second Amend-
ment.”

The case before the Court, 
McDonald v. City of Chicago, was 
filed in 2008 a day after the Su-
preme Court’s landmark decision 
in District of Columbia v. Heller 
-- in which the high court reaf-
firmed that the Second Amend-
ment protects an “individual” 
right to keep and bear arms. The 
Heller decision, however, did not 
reach the question of whether the 
Second Amendment also applied 
to the states.

Immediately after Heller, sev-
eral Chicago residents including 
retired maintenance worker Otis 
McDonald filed a federal lawsuit 
challenging the city’s long-stand-
ing gun ban. The Chicago-based 
federal courts ruled that the Sec-
ond Amendment did not apply to 
the states and local governments, 
setting the stage for the Supreme 
Court to decide the question it 
left unanswered in its Heller de-
cision.

“Today’s decision marks the 
beginning of a new era of civil 
rights litigation as laws and regu-
lations that infringe upon and 
violate the individual right of law-
abiding Americans to keep and 
bear arms, protected by the Second 
Amendment, are challenged,” 
said NSSF Senior Vice President 
and General Counsel Lawrence G. 
Keane. “As the trade association 
for America’s firearms industry, 
our members make the prod-
ucts through which our Second 

Amendment rights are realized. 
Just as the First Amendment pro-
tects and shields newspapers and 
media, the Second Amendment 
secures constitutional protections 
for our industry.”

NSSF filed an amicus curiae 
brief on behalf of McDonald.

For more information and 
commentary on today’s ruling, 
please visit: WWW.NSSF.ORG

Firearms Industry 
Responds to Mexican 

President’s Calls for the 
U.S. to Reinstitute its Ban 
on Modern Sporting Rifles 

 Following calls by Mexican 
President Felipe Calderon that 
the United States re-institute a 
ban on modern sporting rifles, or 
so-called “assault weapons,” the 
National Shooting Sports Foun-
dation (NSSF) -- the trade as-
sociation for America’s firearms 
industry -- issued the following 
statement:

“While we respect the work 
of President Calderon to willing-
ly take on his country’s powerful 
drug cartels, we are disappointed 
that he, in the name of security, 
would urge our Congress to re-
institute a failed ban on so-called 
‘assault weapons.’

“Let’s be clear, semi-automat-
ic rifles, demonized as so-called 
‘assault weapons,’ are not ma-
chine guns but modern sporting 
rifles that are used every day by 
law-abiding Americans for the 
shooting sports, hunting and 
home protection. Since 2004, 
when the Clinton/Gore ‘assault 
weapons’ ban expired, modern 
sporting rifles have fast become 
one of the most popular types of 
firearms for law-abiding Ameri-
cans to purchase.

“Firearms that Congress 
would label “assault weapons’ 
are functionally no different than 
any other semi-automatic civil-
ian sporting firearm. They shoot 
only one shot per trigger pull, 
no spray firing as some allege, 
and use the same ammunition 
as other guns of the same cali-
ber. What differentiates modern 
sporting rifles from other guns is 
cosmetic; for example, the type of 
stock on the firearm.

“According to the Depart-
ment of Justice, so-called “as-
sault weapons” are rarely used 
in crimes (less than 2 percent). 
Furthermore, the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
has established that banning 
firearms and ammunition have 
no effect on crime levels.

“Some 29,000 firearms were 
recovered in Mexico in 2008, 
of which approximately 5,000 
were traced to U.S. sources. That 
means more than 80 percent of 
the firearms recovered in Mexico 
were not traced to the United 
States. Furthermore, according 
to the ATF, those firearms traced 
were originally sold at retail 
not recently, but on average 14 
years earlier. This is completely 
inconsistent with any notion that 
a flood of newly purchased fire-
arms are being illegally smuggled 
over the border into Mexico. And 
let’s not forget, no retail firearms 
sale can be made in the U.S. un-
til after a criminal background 
check on the purchaser has been 
completed.

“In recent years as many 
as 150,000 Mexican soldiers, 
17,000 last year alone, defected 
to go work for the drug cartels 
- bringing their American-made 
service-issued firearms with 
them. It has also been well docu-
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mented that the drug cartels are 
illegally smuggling fully auto-
matic firearms, grenades and 
other weapons into Mexico from 
South and Central America. Such 
items are not being purchased 
at retail firearms stores in the 
United States.

“Even more, investigations 
and regulatory compliance in-
spections by the Bureau of Al-
cohol, Tobacco, Firearms and 
Explosives (ATF) into firearms 
trafficking along the Southwest 
border have confirmed that fire-
arms retailers are law-abiding 
businessmen and women who 
are playing a key role in detect-
ing and deterring illegal pur-
chases of firearms. As part of a 
Project Gun Runner Impact Team 
firearms trafficking operation, 
more than 1100 firearms retailers 
were inspected by ATF. Of these 
inspections only one retailer li-
cense was revoked. One.

“Members of the firearms 
industry take seriously the crimi-
nal acquisition and misuse of 
their products. This is why our 
industry supports the South-
west Border Violence Reduction 
Act of 2009, sponsored by Sen. 
Bingaman (D-NM) and Rep. 
Ciro Rodriguez (D-TX), and will 
continue to work cooperatively 
with law enforcement. For nearly 
a decade our industry has part-
nered with the ATF in a national 
campaign called Don’t Lie for the 
Other Guy that makes the public 
aware that it is a serious crime 
to illegally straw purchase a 
firearm. The program also helps 
ATF to educate firearms retailers 
to be better able to detect and 
prevent illegal straw purchases. 
It is our hope that Don’t Lie will 
once again receive grant funding 
from the Department of Justice – 

a move that would allow NSSF 
and ATF to further expand this 
worthwhile program. For the last 
year, Don’t Lie has been financed 
entirely by members of the fire-
arms industry.

“Again, we applaud Presi-
dent Calderon for taking steps 
to stop the cartels when past 
Mexican administrations paid 
only lip service and allowed 
rampant corruption to fester. 
Still, it is wrong for anyone to 
blame the Second Amendment 
and America’s firearms industry 
for the problems Mexico is cur-
rently facing.

“Sacrificing the constitutional 
rights of law-abiding Americans 
will not make Mexico safer – 
especially when the sacrifice 
is rooted in unfounded allega-
tions and hyperbole. President 
Calderon would be doing both 
his country and ours a favor if 
instead of pushing for already 
failed crime-control measures, 
he used his time in the United 
States to call for proven methods 
to combat criminal acts, such as 
putting more cops on the street 
and more prosecutors in the 
court rooms.”.

What is a “straw 
purchase?”

A straw purchase is when 
a buyer uses an intermediary 
(the “straw man”) to purchase 
a firearm(s) from a licensed 
firearms dealer. The purpose 
is to hide the true identity of 
the actual purchaser of the 
firearm(s). Straw purchases are 
a felony violation of the Gun 
Control Act of 1968 for both the 
straw purchaser (who can be 

charged with lying on Federal 
Form 4473) and the actual pos-
sessor. Frequently, the actual 
purchaser is a prohibited per-
son under federal law.

If a straw purchase 
has occurred, does that 

indicate illegality on 
the part of the dealer?

No. While firearms deal-
ers are trained by ATF to de-
tect suspicious behavior that 
may indicate a possible straw 
purchase, it is often difficult 
for the dealer to know if the 
person standing before him at 
the retail counter is a legitimate 
purchaser or acting as a straw 
purchaser (willing to lie on the 
Form 4473 in order to obtain 
the firearm). It is possible for 
a straw purchaser to lie on the 
Form 4473, pass the mandatory 
background NICS check and 
obtain the firearm without any 
knowledge or complicity on 
the part of the licensed dealer. 
While the purchase may have 
been a criminal act, it does not 
mean the sale by the dealer was 
also illegal or that the dealer is 
corrupt.

Complicating matters, it is 
perfectly legal for one person to 
purchase a firearm as a gift for 
another person. For example, a 
grandfather for his grandson or 
a husband for his wife.
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State News

ARIzoNA
Shooting range program 

aims to meet growing 
demand

Public shooting ranges provide 
safe shooting environment, posi-
tive impact on local economies, 
and major funding source for 
wildlife conservation

The demand for public shoot-
ing ranges in Arizona continues 
to increase at a pace to match 
recreational shooting demand 
and gun ownership, based on 
a March poll and recent report 
issued by the National Shooting 
Sports Foundation (NSSF).

The report identifies that in 
2009, Arizona businesses related 
to the firearms and ammunition 
industry provided 5,234 jobs, 
up 25 percent from 2008; paid 
$51 million in state taxes, up 221 
percent; and contributed more 
than $738 million into the state’s 
economy, up 59 percent.

A March 2010 NSSF/Harris 
poll further supports the need for 
shooting ranges, identifying that 
2.5 million more Americans na-
tionally are target shooting now 
than were six months earlier. 
Additionally, 43 percent polled 
(representing nearly 98 million 
people) had some interest in try-
ing shooting sports or hunting.

“When the firearm industry 
and firearm ownership grows, 
so does the demand for a place to 
shoot, and that’s where we come 
in,” said Jay Cook, shooting 
ranges branch chief of the Arizo-

na Game and Fish Department. 
“Our shooting range program is 
committed to assuring that the 
public has a safe, controlled, and 
convenient place to shoot their 
firearms.”

Public shooting ranges provide 
more than a safe place to shoot; 
many of them are destinations 
and economic contributors to 
local communities.

“Recreational shooting has a 
positive impact on local com-
munities in our state. In addition 
to buying firearms and ammuni-
tion, shooters spend their hard-
earned dollars at local businesses 
buying gas, food, refreshments, 
shooting supplies, lodging, din-
ing and much more,” added 
Cook. “Recreational shooting is 
good for business in Arizona.”

California
DFG Completes 2010 
Waterfowl Breeding 
Population Survey  

The Department of Fish and 
Game (DFG) has completed its 
2010 waterfowl breeding popula-
tion  survey. The resulting data 
show that the overall number 
of breeding ducks has increased 
since last  year, with the number 
of mallards - the most abundant 
duck breeding in the state - in-
creasing 22  percent from last 
year.  “Abundant late spring 
precipitation this year resulted 
in improved habitat conditions 
in many areas,”  said DFG’s 
Waterfowl Program biologist 
Shaun Oldenburger. “We ex-

pect average-to-good waterfowl  
production in many parts of the 
state, which will likely translate 
into improved early season hunt-
ing.”  The total number of ducks 
(all species combined) increased 
from 510,800 last year to 541,300 
this  year. This estimate is 9 per-
cent below the long-term aver-
age. The breeding population of 
mallards  increased from 302,000 
in 2009 to 367,900 this year. Mal-
lard numbers are close to their 
long-term  average.  DFG biolo-
gists and pilots have conducted 
this annual survey using fixed-
wing aircraft since 1955. The  
California Waterfowl Associa-
tion assists DFG by surveying a 
sample of transects by helicopter. 
The  survey covers the majority 
of the suitable waterfowl nesting 
habitat in the state, including 
wetland and  agricultural habi-
tats in northeastern California, 
Central Valley, Suisun Marsh and 
Napa-Sonoma  Marshes.  The 
majority of California’s winter-
ing duck population originates 
from breeding areas surveyed 
by  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
(USFWS) in Alaska and Canada, 
but these results will not be avail-
able  until July. DFG survey infor-
mation, along with similar data 
from other Pacific Flyway states, 
is used by  the USFWS and the 
Flyway Council in setting regu-
lation frameworks for the Pacific 
Flyway, including  California.  
The federal regulation frame-
works specify the outside dates, 
maximum season lengths and 
maximum  bag limits. Once DFG 
receives the USFWS estimates 
and the frameworks for water-
fowl hunting  regulations, DFG 
will make a recommendation to 
the Fish and Game Commission 
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regarding this  year’s waterfowl 
hunting regulations.  

ColoRADo
Waterfowl, Habitat 

Partnership Program and 
DAU Management on Tap 
for Wildlife Commission 

Workshop
Waterfowl, the Habitat Partner-

ship Program and elk and deer 
Data Analysis Unit management 
plans headline the agenda for the 
Colorado Wildlife Commission’s 
June 10 workshop in Durango.  

The workshop will be held 
from 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the 
Doubletree Hotel, 501 Camino 
Del Rio.

Division staff will update 
the Commission on the Mount 
Blanca and Montelores Habitat 
Partnership Program manage-
ment plans.   Authorized by the 
Colorado Wildlife Commission 
and Colorado State Legislature, 
the Habitat Partnership Program 
is designed to reduce wildlife-ag-
ricultural conflicts and to assist 
the Colorado Division of Wildlife 
in meeting game management 
objectives on both public and 
private lands.  The program also 
works to develop better part-
nerships between landowners, 
sportsmen and the DOW.

The meeting also features a pre-
sentation on Colorado waterfowl 
hunting.  Staff will provide an 
overview of hunting regulations, 
migratory flyways, season dates, 
bag and possession limits, popu-
lation monitoring programs and 
habitat and harvest surveys. 

In addition, DOW staff will 
update the Commission on the 
Hermosa, Trinchera, Upper Rio 
Grande and Sand Dunes deer 

and elk management plans.  The 
presentation will focus on deer 
Data Analysis Units D-52 (Game 
Management Units 74 and 741), 
D-31 (Game Management Unit 
83), D-36 (Game Management 
Units 76, 79 and 791) and D-37 
(Game Management Unit 82).   
Elk Data Analysis Units include 
E-30 (Game Management Units 
74 and 741), E-11 (Game Manage-
ment Unit 82) and E-34 (Game 
Management Units 76 and 79).  
DOW staff will discuss herd 
health, population objectives, 
habitat and other related issues.

Those who cannot attend the 
meeting can listen to the pro-
ceedings through a live audio 
link on the DOW’s website. The 
DOW provides live audio of all 
its Commission meetings and 
workshops to keep citizens better 
informed about the development 
of regulations by the Commis-
sion and how they and Division 
staff are resolving issues facing 
Colorado’s wildlife. Constituents 
may access the live audio feed by 
clicking on the “listen to audio” 
link on the “Wildlife Commis-
sion” webpage during the meet-
ing. Broadcasts are only available 
during the meeting.

To view the entire agenda for 
the June Commission workshop, 
please visit: http://wildlife.state.
co.us/WildlifeCommission/.

The Colorado Wildlife Com-
mission is an 11-member board 
appointed by the governor. The 
Commission sets DOW regula-
tions and policies for hunting, 
fishing, watchable wildlife, land 
purchases and property regula-
tions.

FloRIDA
Dove Club permits go on 

sale July 1
Six special-opportunity dove 

fields will be open to the public 
this season through the Florida 
Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission’s special-opportu-
nity Dove Club Program.

Beginning at 10 a.m. (EDT) 
July 1, sportsmen can apply for 
Dove Club permits online at 
www.fl.wildlifelicense.com or by 
submitting a completed Special-
Opportunity Dove Club Permit 
Worksheet to any county tax 
collector’s office or authorized 
license agent.  There is no cost to 
apply.  Worksheets are available 
at MyFWC.com/Hunting under 
“Limited Entry Hunts.”

Dove Club permits will be is-
sued by random drawing from 
applications submitted by 11:59 
p.m. (EDT) July 19.

The permit allows one adult 
and one youth (under age 16) to 
participate in all scheduled hunts 
(up to eight days) for a desig-
nated dove field.  These Saturday 
half-day hunts cost $150 and 
enable both the permit holder 
and youth to each take a daily 
bag limit of birds. Successful 
applicants must purchase their 
permits by Aug. 9. Any permits 
left unsold after the deadline 
will be available for purchase 
on a first-come, first-served basis 
beginning at 10 a.m. (EDT) Aug. 
12.  The deadline to purchase 
leftover Dove Club permits is 
Aug. 23.
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The six special-opportunity 
dove fields are:

    * Allapattah Flats WMA in 
Martin County,

    * Caravelle Ranch (Putnam 
County),

    * Combs Farm Public Small-
game Hunting Area (PSGHA) 
(Baker County),

    * Hilochee WMA (Lake 
County),

    * North Newberry PSGHA 
(Alachua County) and

    * Frog Pond (Miami-Dade 
County). 

Dove hunting opportunities 
are in high demand, and these 
special hunts provide the perfect 
social setting for friends and fam-
ily to hunt together.  And hunters 
who purchase these season-long 
permits save more than half the 
cost of buying individual daily 
dove permits for the season.

Daily dove permits cost $35 and 
enable one adult and one youth 
(under age 16) to hunt together 
on one half-day hunt but allow 
only one bag limit of birds be-
tween the two hunters.  Applica-
tions for daily dove permits will 
be accepted Aug. 24 - Sept. 7.

For more information on these 
great public land dove hunting 
opportunities, click on MyFWC.
com/Dove.

IoWA
Rule Allowing Pheasant 
Stocking Begins July 1

A new rule will begin on July 1, 
allowing individuals to release 
pen reared Chinese ring-necked 
pheasants on their own land 
from hatcheries approved by 
the Iowa Department of Natural 
Resources. The law does not al-

low for the release of pen reared 
pheasants on land not owned or 
rented by the person releasing 
the birds.

The law was approved by the 
Iowa Legislature during the 2010 
session in response to record low 
pheasant numbers.

“Research shows that pen 
raised birds have a history of 
poor survival so it is important 
to put these birds where there 
is good habitat available to give 
them a chance,” said Dale Gar-
ner, chief of the DNR’s Wildlife 
Bureau. “The state released birds 
years ago into vacant habitat 
and although our numbers are 
low now, we still have wild 
birds in all 99 counties and they 
will repopulate if there is good 
weather and good habitat. Un-
fortunately, right now, we don’t 
have either.”

Garner said there are a few 
things to keep in mind when 
looking for birds to stock. First, 
only get birds that are healthy 
from an approved hatchery. 
“We want to make sure that the 
birds being stocked are free from 
disease and we don’t want birds 
with poor genetics to breed with 
wild birds,” Garner said.

Approved hatcheries in Iowa 
are Hoovers Hatchery, Inc., 
in Rudd, Murray McMurray 
Hatchery, Inc., in Webster City, 
and Malloy Gamebirds, in State 
Center.

“Putting good quality habitat 
on the ground will do more 
down the road for the future of 
pheasant hunting. We have been 
losing habitat at an alarming 
rate which has concentrated the 
pheasants in marginal areas like 
ditches and near streams, which 

are prone to spring flooding 
right during the nesting season. 
If people really want pheasants, 
putting more land in high qual-
ity CRP would be a good place 
to start,” Garner said.

2010 High School 
State Trap Shoot 
Championships

It’s the state championships. 
You step up to the line, take a 
deep breath and concentrate. It’s 
good advice as you cradle the 
ball for that last second foul shot 
in basketball... or position your 
shotgun during the final round 
shootoff on the trap shooting 
range.

More than 500 Iowa high 
schoolers took their best shots 
this month at the 2010 state high 
school trapshooting champion-
ships, near Cedar Falls. “In the 
last three years, we’ve been 
growing about 100 competitors a 
year,” notes Ben Berka, shooting 
sports coordinator with the De-
partment of Natural Resources. 
“We see a ‘cluster’ effect. One 
school starts; then another wants 
it.”

The stae finals are the culmina-
tion of a two-month competitive 
program, which saw 130 differ-
ent matches across Iowa. Each 
fielded from 20 to 250 young 
shooters. Results are displayed 
online, so every shooter knows 
who to beat, when he-or she-
gets to state. This year, more 
than 70 girls toed the 16 and 
19 yard shooting lines at state. 
They joined about 465 boys at 
the nearly mile-long trap range, 
north of Cedar Falls.
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New Hampton won the team 
title, in a shootoff over Ma-
quoketa, after each team finished 
with 472 broken clays, out of 500 
thrown. Osage was third (458), 
with Nashua (454), Northwood 
Kensett (453) and Mason City 
Red (449) breaking into the top 
six, among the 92 competing 
teams. Some schools sent more 
than one five-member team to 
the meet.

In the individual boys competi-
tion, Cody Mercer (Charles City) 
took the shootoff over Samuel 
Beaver (St. Ansgar), after each 
had knocked down 99 of 100 in 
the four regular rounds. Right 
behind them were Nick Arthur 
(Lynnville-Sully), Bryce Haines 
(Iowa City West), Robbie Mar-
zoff (New Hampton) and Jaycob 
Clark (Maquoketa). Each broke 
98 clays, with a shootoff settling 
the final order.

Girls compete with the guys 
in the team competition, but are 
recognized separately in the indi-
vidual honors. Calleen Anderson 
(Ogden) broke 88 clays, to edge 
Kayci Klobassa (Osage) for top 
honors. Following them were 
Jade Johnson (Mason City), KJ 
King (Waterloo West), Ruth Kiela 
(Nashua-Plainfield) and Megan 
Meissen (New Hampton), whose 
83s had to be sorted out through 
a shootoff as well.

The day prior to the High 
School Championships, high 
schoolers and middle school 
shooters competed in the Scho-
lastic Clay Target Program meet. 
That, along with the high school 
meet results and the season-long 
league finishes produces the 
Iowa Team Cup winner; won 
for the second year in a row by 
Maquoketa High School.

Most schools in the competi-
tion offer the trap shooting op-
portunities as a club or school 
activity. Also available in Iowa 
are sporting clays, skeet and 
archery. “It teaches shooting in 
a safe manner. Boys and girls 
compete equally,” notes Berka. 
“Coaches and school officials 
tell us it catches a lot of kids who 
maybe aren’t participating in 
other activities.”

And in an increasingly urban 
society, the shooting sports offer 
a venue to the outdoors. “Coach-
es are familiar with safe shooting. 
Many are hunters,” says Berka. 
“It offers avenues to hunting 
and conservation to any one who 
wants to pursue them.”

More information on the shoot-
ing sports, including shotgun 
coaching certification for adults 
is available at www.iowadnr.
gov/law/shootingsports/.

KANSAS
Early teal seasons to allow 
16- and nine-day seasons; 

additional deer and elk 
regulations approved

At a June 24 meeting in Heri-
ngton, the Kansas Wildlife and 
Parks Commission approved 
recommendations dealing with 
early teal seasons, public land 
use, elk permits, and special deer 
seasons, as well as the nonresi-
dent deer application period.

The early teal season will be 
16 days in the Low Plains Zone 
and nine days in the High Plains 
Zone, one day longer than pre-
vious years in the High Plains 
Zone. For the Low Plains Zones 
(that part of Kansas east of Hwy 
283), the season will run Sept. 11-
26. For the High Plains Zone (that 

part of Kansas west of Hwy 283), 
the season will run Sept. 18-26. 
The daily bag limit for teal is four 
and the possession limit is eight. 
Shooting hours are one-half hour 
before sunrise to sunset.

In other action, the commission 
approved a $125 Hunt-Own-
Land Either-Sex Elk permit; ap-
proved a list of rules applicable 
to specific public lands; set an 
April 30, 2011, application dead-
line for 2011 nonresident limited-
quota antlered deer permits; and 
set 2010 deer season dates for 
Fort Riley. Fort Riley 2010 deer 
seasons are as follow:

    * firearm — Nov. 26-28, Dec. 
18-22, and Dec. 26-29;

    * youth/disabled — Oct. 
8-11; and

    * archery — Sept. 1-Dec. 31.
An amendment to the Fort 

Riley seasons was approved to 
include Jan. 8-9, 2011, as dates 
when “individuals who pos-
sess the required authorization 
issued by Fort Riley” may hunt 
antlered deer. This amendment 
is designed to include returning 
soldiers who may not have had 
the opportunity to hunt antlered 
deer during the open season.

The commission also set dates 
for the special extended firearm 
antlerless-only season in units 7, 
8, and 15 at Jan. 10-16, 2011.

In other action, the commission 
approved an amendment that 
set the deadline for purchase of 
spring turkey/second turkey 
game tag combination permits. 
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The spring turkey combination 
package must be purchased be-
fore April 1, 2011.

NRCS ANNoUNCES 
lESSER PRAIRIE 

CHICKEN INITIATIVE
Lesser Chicken
Applications accepted through 

June 25
SALINA--Eric B. Banks, state 

conservationist for the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) in Kansas, announced 
that applications for participa-
tion in a national lesser prairie 
chicken habitat improvement ini-
tiative will be accepted through 
June 25, 2010. This initiative will 
also promote the overall health 
of grazing lands and the long-
term sustainability of Kansas 
ranching operations. Kansas has 
received a $750,000 allocation for 
this initiative.

“Our intent,” said Banks, “is 
to target technical and financial 
assistance on expired CRP fields 
that are to be maintained in per-
manent cover and use them for 
grazing.”

In addition, financial assistance 
would be offered to establish and 
maintain permanent vegetation 
enhancing lesser prairie chicken 
habitat on cropland and grazing 
lands in 34 targeted counties: 
Barber, Clark, Comanche, Ed-
wards, Ellis, Finney, Ford, Gove, 
Grant, Gray, Greeley, Hamilton, 
Haskell, Hodgeman, Kearny, 
Kiowa, Lane, Logan, Meade, Mor-
ton, Ness, Pawnee, Rush, Pratt, 
Scott, Seward, Sherman, Stafford, 
Stanton, Stevens, Thomas, Trego, 
Wallace, and Wichita.

“Many of the expired CRP acres 
are large fields feasible to graze, 
but they lack fencing, water de-
velopment, and grazing plans,” 
said Banks.

Through this initiative, land-
owners would be provided 
the opportunity to retain the 
cover established through the 
Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP), and NRCS would assist 
them transitioning this cover to 
managed grazing lands. Finan-
cial assistance for conservation 
practices, such as fencing, water 
development and others would 
be available to aid in develop-
ing and enhancing the existing 
cover.

“This initiative is also avail-
able to help address the unique 
circumstances and concerns of 
socially disadvantaged, lim-
ited resource, and beginning 
farmers and ranchers who are 
interested in improving lesser 
prairie chicken habitat on their 
land,” said Banks. “In Kansas, 
socially disadvantaged, limited 
resource, and beginning farm-
ers and ranchers will receive a 
higher payment rate for conser-
vation practices related to this 
initiative.”

In addition to Kansas, four 
other states, Colorado, New 
Mexico, Oklahoma, and Texas, 
have significant expiring CRP 
acreage and have counties with 
populations of lesser prairie 
chickens. These states are also 
taking part in this initiative.

For more information go to the 
Kansas NRCS web page at www.
ks.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/
lepc or contact your local NRCS 
field office. NRCS is an equal 
opportunity provider and em-
ployer.

MINNESoTA
Ruffed grouse counts down 

after 2009 peak
 Minnesota’s ruffed grouse 

spring drumming counts were 
significantly lower than last year 
across most of their range, ac-
cording to a report released by 
the Minnesota Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR).

“It looks like 2009 was prob-
ably the peak in the 10-year 
population cycle,” said Mike 
Larson, DNR research scientist 
and grouse biologist. “Drum-
ming counts this spring, how-
ever, were still closer to those at 
the high rather than low end of 
the cycle.”

Ruffed grouse populations, 
which tend to rise and fall on a 
10-year cycle, are surveyed by 
counting the number of male 
ruffed grouse heard drumming 
on established routes through-
out the state’s forested regions. 
This year observers recorded 1.5 
drums per stop statewide. Last 
year’s average was 2.0 drums per 
stop. Counts vary from about 0.8 
drums per stop during years of 
low grouse abundance to about 
1.9 during years of high abun-
dance.

Drumming counts decreased 
31 percent compared to those 
during 2009 in the northeast 
survey region, the core and bulk 
of grouse range in Minnesota, 
to 1.6 drums per stop. Grouse 
counts decreased 29 percent in 
the southeast region, from 0.5 
to 0.3 drums per stop, but the 
difference was not statistically 
significant. Counts of 1.8 drums 
per stop in the northwest and 
1.0 drums per stop in the central 
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hardwoods were similar to last 
year’s counts.

Minnesota frequently is the na-
tion’s top ruffed grouse produc-
er. On average, 115,000 hunters 
harvest 545,000 ruffed grouse in 
Minnesota each year, also mak-
ing it the state’s most popular 
game bird. During the peak years 
of 1971 and 1989, hunters har-
vested more than 1 million ruffed 
grouse. Michigan and Wisconsin, 
which frequently field more 
hunters than Minnesota, round 
out the top three states in ruffed 
grouse harvest.

One reason for the Minnesota’s 
status as a top grouse producer is 
an abundance of aspen and other 
ruffed grouse habitat, much of 
it located on county, state and 
national forests, where public 
hunting is allowed. An estimated 
11.5 million of the state’s 16.3 
million acres of forest are grouse 
habitat.

For the past 60 years, DNR bi-
ologists have monitored ruffed 
grouse populations. This year,

DNR staff and cooperators 
from 15 organizations surveyed 
125 routes across the state.

Sharp-tailed counts 
DoWN slightly

Sharp-tailed grouse counts in 
the northwest survey region de-
creased approximately 5 percent 
between 2009 and 2010, Larson 
said. Counts in the east-central 
region declined approximately 1 
percent. Observers look for male 
sharptails displaying on tradi-
tional mating areas, called leks 
or dancing grounds. This year’s 
statewide average of 10.7 grouse 
counted per dancing ground was 
similar to counts during 2003 to 
2007 and the long-term average 

since 1980. Last year’s average 
of 13.6 was as high as during 
any year since 1980. During the 
past 25 years, the sharp-tailed 
grouse index has been as low as 
seven birds counted per dancing 
ground.

Overall, sharptail populations 
appear to have declined over the 
long term as a result of habitat 
deterioration. In recent years, the 
DNR has increased prescribed 
burning and shearing that keep 
trees from overtaking the open 
brush lands that sharp-tailed 
grouse need to thrive.

The DNR’s 2010 grouse survey 
report, which contains informa-
tion on ruffed grouse and sharp-
tailed grouse, will be available 
soon online at www.mndnr.gov/
hunting/grouse.

State’s breeding duck, 
goose numbers unchanged 

from last year
Minnesota’ s 2010 breeding 

duck and goose populations are 
similar to last year, according to 
the results of the Minnesota De-
partment of Natural Resources’ 
(DNR) spring waterfowl sur-
vey.

The state’s estimated breeding 
duck population was 531,000 
compared with last year’s es-
timate of 541,000. This year’s 
estimate is 15 percent less than 
the long-term average of 624,000 
breeding ducks. The Canada 
goose population was estimated 
at 311,000, similar to last year’s 
estimate of 285,000. The number 
of breeding Canada geese has 
been relatively stable the past 
10 years.

Minnesota’s spring breed-
ing population of waterfowl 
is influenced each year by the 
quantity and quality of the state’s 
wetlands as well as habitat con-
ditions in states and provinces 
to the north and west. Data on 
breeding duck numbers across 
other regions of North America is 
not yet available, but preliminary 
reports suggest good to excel-
lent wetland habitat conditions 
in the Dakotas and portions of 
southern Canada.

Although breeding duck num-
bers were similar to last year, 
the goal in the DNR’s statewide 
Duck Recovery Plan is to attract 
and hold a breeding population 
of 1 million ducks. “This will 
require that the DNR and all of 
our conservation partners stay 
focused on the long-term effort 
to restore the additional habitat 
that is needed to accomplish this 
goal,” said Dennis Simon, DNR 
wildlife section chief.

Steve Cordts, DNR waterfowl 
specialist, said this year’s survey 
results showed no significant 
changes from last year. The main 
indices of breeding duck abun-
dance - mallard, blue-winged 
teal, and total ducks - were sta-
tistically the same. The index of 
wetland habitat abundance was 
very similar to last year.

This year’s mallard breeding 
population was estimated at 
242,000, which was unchanged 
from last year ’s estimate of 
236,000 breeding mallards, 15 
percent below the recent 10-year 
average and 8 percent above the 
long-term average.

The blue-winged teal popula-
tion was 132,000 this year com-
pared with 135,000 in 2009.
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Blue-winged teal numbers 
remained 36 percent below the 
recent 10-year average and 40 
percent below the long-term 
average.

“Blue-winged teal numbers 
have been below average for the 
past six years in Minnesota,” 
Cordts said. “Continental teal 
populations are doing very well, 
so it may relate to conditions 
specific to Minnesota.”

Breeding blue-wings tend to re-
spond favorably to areas with an 
abundance of very shallow, sea-
sonally flooded wetlands. “We 
don’t have sufficient amounts 
of this type of wetland habitat 
remaining in the prairie regions 
of Minnesota,” Cordts said.

The combined populations of 
other ducks, such as wood ducks, 
ring-necked ducks, gadwalls, 
northern shovelers, canvasbacks 
and redheads, was 157,000, 
which is 12 percent below the 
long-term average.

The estimated number of wet-
lands (Types II-V) was 270,000, 
down 15 percent from last year 
but near the long-term average 
of 250,000.

“Wetland habitat conditions 
were actually somewhat dry at 
the beginning of the survey in 
early May, but improved with 
rain events beginning in mid-
May,” Cordts said. “While this 
is usually favorable for sum-
mer brood-rearing conditions, 
the drier conditions in April 
likely did not attract additional 
breeding ducks to settle in Min-
nesota.”

The same waterfowl survey has 
been conducted each May since 
1968 to provide an annual index 

of breeding duck abundance. 
The survey is funded by hunt-
ing license dollars. The survey 
covers about 40 percent of the 
state that includes much of the 
best remaining duck breeding 
habitat in Minnesota. A DNR 
waterfowl biologist and pilot 
count all waterfowl and wet-
lands along established survey 
routes by flying low-level aerial 
surveys from a fixed-wing plane. 
The survey is timed to begin in 
early May to coincide with peak 
nesting activity of mallards. The 
U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
provides ground crews that also 
count waterfowl along some of 
the same survey routes. This data 
is used to correct for birds not 
seen by the aerial crew. 

Canada Geese
Since 2001, the DNR has con-

ducted a helicopter survey of 
nesting Canada geese in April. 
The survey, which includes most 
of the state except for the Twin 
Cities metropolitan area, counts 
Canada geese on randomly se-
lected plots located in prairie, 
transition and forested areas.

“The number of breeding Can-
ada geese has been relatively 
stable statewide for the past 
10 years,” said DNR biologist 
Dave Rave. “Because of the early 
spring this year and very favor-
able nesting conditions, goose 
production should be excellent. 
Most managers have been re-
porting good numbers of goose 
broods so far this summer, which 
should provide plenty of hunting 
opportunity this fall.”  

The waterfowl report can be 
viewed online at www.mndnr.
gov/hunting/waterfowl.

DNR will announce this fall’s 
waterfowl hunting regulations 
in early August.

Apply now for prairie 
chicken hunts

Hunters who wish to apply 
for one of 186 permits for the 
2010 Minnesota prairie chicken 
season must do so by Friday, 
July 30, according to the Min-
nesota Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR). Applications 
are available wherever hunting 
and fishing licenses are sold.

Application materials and maps 
of permit areas for both hunts are 
available on the DNR website at 
www.mndnr.gov.hunting/. Win-
ners will be notified by mail by 
mid-September.

Application must be made at 
any DNR license agent, by phone 
or online. Online and phone op-
tions offer 24-hour-a-day service 
at www.mndnr.gov/buyalicense 
or 888-665-4236.

The five-day prairie chicken 
season, which will begin on Sat-
urday, Oct. 23, is open to Minne-
sota residents only. Hunters will 
be charged a $4 application fee 
and may apply individually or in 
groups up to four. Prairie chicken 
licenses cost $20. The hunt con-
cludes Wednesday, Oct. 27.

New law requires 
nonresidents to purchase 

ATV trail passes
All-terrain vehicle (ATV) op-

erators who are not Minnesota 
residents must possess a trail 
pass when riding on state or 
grant-in-aid trails, as the result 
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of a new law that took effect 
Jan. 1, 2010, and was modified 
during this year ’s legislative 
session. The nonresident ATV 
State Trail Pass does not need to 
be displayed on the machine but 
must be available for inspection 
when requested by an officer.The 
pass is not required if:

    * The machine is registered 
in Minnesota.

    * The vehicle is operated on 
a portion of an ATV trail that is 
owned by the driver or the driv-
er’s spouse, child, or parent.

ATV operators can purchase 
one-year nonresident ATV trail 
passes ($21) any of four ways:

    * Online at www.mndnr.gov 
and click on “buy a license.”

    * By phone (credit card only) 
by calling 888-665-4236, 24 hours 
a day, seven days a week; there 
is a $3.50 convenience fee per 
transaction.

    * In person by visiting any 
one of more than 1,500 DNR 
Electronic License System (ELS) 
locations throughout Minnesota 
(the same vendors who sell hunt-
ing and fishing licenses). Loca-
tions are listed online.

    * DNR License Center, 500 
Lafayette Road, St. Paul.

OHV trail maps, ELS vendor lo-
cations, and other informational 
items are available online or by 
calling the DNR Information 
Center at 651-296-6157 or toll-
free 888-646-6367 between 8 a.m. 
and 4:30 p.m. Monday through 
Friday.

MoNTANA
Duck Numbers looking 

Good for fall
With the duck factories of 

North America still producing 
healthy populations of water-
fowl, hunters have something to 
look forward to this fall.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice recently released its report 
on breeding ducks and wet-
land conditions from the annual 
spring survey.   This year, the 
population of 10 primary spe-
cies of ducks on the traditional 
survey areas was 40.9 million, 
similar to the total in 2009.   The 
good news is that this number 
remains 21 percent above the 
long-term average that stretches 
back more than 50 years.

“The fact that the high duck 
numbers have been maintained 
for yet another year is good 
news,” said Jim Hansen, the 
Central Flyway coordinator for 
Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks 
in Billings.   “Parts of Montana 
were quite dry early, but recent 
rains have helped in some ar-
eas, and there should be good 
numbers of ducks coming out 
of Canada.”

Among the ducks important 
to Montana,   mallards, the most 
sought-after species in the state, 
were at 8.4 million, similar to 
last year and 12 percent above 
the long-term average.   Gadwall 
numbers were also similar to 
last year and 67 percent above 
the long-term average, while 
wigeon numbers were similar to 
2009 and the long-term average.   
Numbers of pintails and scaup 
were steady but remained below 
the long-term average.   Canada 
goose numbers for Montana 

hunters are likely to be similar 
to last year.  

Overall pond numbers for Prai-
rie Canada and the north-central 
U.S. were similar to last year and 
34 percent above the long-term 
average.   Some of the wettest 
areas were the eastern Dakotas.   
Parts of Alberta and Saskatch-
ewan, significant contributors 
of ducks to Montana, were dry 
when the early migrants arrived 
in April, but southern Saskatch-
ewan pond numbers were still 21 
percent above average.

“One highlight that will help 
this year’s production, and is 
sure to affect next year’s duck 
production, is that much of 
Saskatchewan had tremendous 
rains in May and June, with some 
areas getting over 12 inches.”

Hansen cautioned that the 
loss of wetlands, and the loss of 
nesting cover from Conservation 
Reserve Program land coming 
out of the program, will con-
tinue to affect duck populations 
over the next few years. The fall 
flight of ducks overall will likely 
be similar to last year, but hunt-
ing success will be influenced, 
as always, by weather and local 
habitat conditions.

The framework for federal 
waterfowl regulations are es-
tablished in August. Montana’s 
proposed waterfowl regulations 
will be presented to the FWP 
Commission on Aug. 5, with 
final regulations adopted via an 
Aug. 31 conference call.   


