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Sickness

Dog Sicknesses Symptoms 
& Diagnosis

By Gerald Njuguna

The downside of dog  
ownership is that com 
munication can some-

times be a guessing game.This 
is particularly true when your 
dog is not feeling well.Some-
times your dog may just be 
“off”  not as energetic or acting 
odd.This may be nothing but 
it could be a sign of a serious 
health issue. Educating yourself 
in the signs that indicate all is 
not right with your dog can 
mean the difference between 
life and death.

Bloat
If your dog’s belly starts to 

swell for no apparent reason, this 
could be an indication that she is 
suffering from Bloat  a condition 
in which the abdomen fills with 
gas to the point that it will become 
tight enough to play like a drum.
This is a very serious condition 
as it can decrease her circulation 
and must be treated by a vet im-
mediately.

Fainting
Often related to heart dis-

ease, fainting can occur when 
your dog gets excited and 
his heart has failed to pump 

enough blood to his brain.
Fainting can also be caused by 
low glucose levels in the blood 
which is often a result of strenu-
ous exercise.Either way, if your 
dog faints, take him to the vet 
ASAP.

Falling
When a dog falls over for 

no apparent reason, it can be 
an indication that she has an 
inner ear infection. This is very 
treatable and can be cured with 
a trip to the vet and a course of 
antibiotics.

Heat Stroke
One of the most common 

summer ailments dog suffer 
from is heat stroke.This can 
come on very rapidly even if 
your dog has not been outside 
in the heat for a prolonged pe-
riod of time.If your dog shows 
any of the following signs, 
move him to a shady spot and 
pour cool water all over his 
body and then take him to the 
vet immediately:

* Heavy panting
* Glazed eyes
* Rapid pulse
* Bright red gums

* Unsteadiness
* Vomiting

Shock
A dog can suffer from four 

different types of shock: hypo-
volemic, cardiac, neurogenic or 
septic.All four exhibit similar 
symptoms including:

* Pale mucous membranes 
(inside of the mouth, gums, eyes, 
etc.)

* Weakness
* Rapid pulse
* Tangible loss of heat to 

the extremities, particularly the 
ears.

The most common type of 
shock is hypovolemic, occurring 
when there is not enough blood 
circulating throughout the body.
The cause can include internal or 
external bleeding or poor circula-
tion. Cardiac shock occurs when 
the heart cannot pump blood 
fast enough.Neurogenic shock, 
although rare, can occur when 
the dog suffers a massive brain or 
spinal cord injury. Septic shock 
occurs when an infection has 
reached the blood stream.

If your dog exhibits any of 
these symptoms or experiences 
any type of injury that can cause 
shock, take him to the vet im-
mediately.

About the Author: Gerald 
Njuguna runs a site dedicated 
to dog lovers. The site features 
information on selected breeds, 
basic care, training, shopping 
supplies, gifts, and news re-
lated to dogs. Also get to submit 
your dog photo for rating. Visit 
http://www.dogperfection.com 
today.
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American Veterinary 
Medical Association

At some point in their  
lives, many pets expe 
rience discomfort 

caused by external parasites such 
as fleas, ticks, or mites on their 
skin or in their ears. These para-
sites can be extremely irritating 
to pets and can cause serious skin 
problems or even carry disease. 
Although this brochure provides 
basic information about the most 
common external parasites, your 
veterinarian is your best source 
of advice regarding your pet’s 
needs. Modern medicines make 
treatment, control, and prevention 
of many external parasites much 
easier than in the past.

Advice on the safe use of flea 
and tick products in pets

Flea basics
Fleas thrive when the weather 

is warm and humid. Depending on 
your climate, fleas may be a seasonal 
or yearround problem. Your pet can 
pick up fleas wherever an infestation 
exists, often in areas frequented by 
other cats and dogs. Adult fleas are 
dark brown, no bigger than a sesame 
seed, and able to move rapidly over 
your pet’s skin.

Once the flea becomes an adult, 
it spends virtually all of its time on 
your pet. Female fleas begin laying 
eggs within 24 hours of selecting 
your pet as a host, producing up 
to 50 eggs each day. These eggs 
fall from your pet onto the floor or 
furniture, including your pet’s bed, 
or onto any other indoor or outdoor 
area where your pet happens to go. 

Tiny, worm-like larvae hatch from 
the eggs and burrow into carpets, 
under furniture, or into soil before 
spinning a cocoon. The cocooned 
flea pupae can lie dormant (inactive) 
for weeks before emerging as adults 
that are ready to infest (or reinfest) 
your pet. The result is a flea life 
cycle of anywhere from 12 days to 
6 months, depending on environ-
mental factors such as temperature 
and humidity.

Diagnosis, risks and 
consequences

You may not know that your 
pet has fleas until their number 
increases to the point that your pet 
is obviously uncomfortable. Signs 
of flea problems range from mild 
redness to severe scratching that 
can lead to open sores and skin 
infections (“hot spots”). One of 
the first things you may notice on 
a pet with fleas is “flea dirt”—the 
black flea droppings left on your 
pet’s coat. You may not actually 
see the fleas themselves, but they 
can still be on your pet and in the 
environment.

Fleas bite animals and suck 
their blood; young or small pets 
with heavy flea infestations may 
become anemic. Some pets can 
develop an allergy to flea saliva 
that may result in more severe ir-
ritation and scratching; these pets 
can become severely itchy from 
just one or two flea bites. Also, pets 
can become infected with certain 
types of tapeworms if they ingest 
fleas carrying tapeworm eggs (a 

pet using its teeth to scratch the 
flea bites often eats the fleas). In 
areas with moderate to severe 
flea infestations, people may also 
be bitten by fleas. While fleas are 
capable of transmitting several 
infectious diseases to pets and 
people, this is rare.

Treatment and control
Your veterinarian will recom-

mend an appropriate flea control 
plan for your pet based on your 
needs, your pets needs and the 
severity of the flea infestation.

Pets at risk for fleas should 
be treated during the flea season 
with an appropriate preventive. 
Your veterinarian can recommend 
a product most suitable for your 
pet.

Because much of the flea’s life 
cycle is spent off of your pet, treat-
ing only your pet will not eliminate 
the problem. If you kill the adult 
fleas and do not kill the eggs, larvae 
and pupae, your pet will become 
reinfested when these fleas become 
adults and the cycle will start all 
over again. Therefore, in addition 
to treating your pet, reduce the 
flea population in your house by 
thoroughly cleaning your pet’s 
sleeping quarters and vacuuming 
floors and furniture that your pet 
comes in contact with frequently. 
Careful and regular vacuuming/
cleaning of the pet’s living area 
helps to remove and kill flea eggs, 
larvae, and pupae.

You may be advised to treat 
your house with insecticides to 
kill the fleas; consult with your 
veterinarian about products safe 
for use around pets and children. 
Flea larvae are more resistant than 
adult fleas to insecticides. With 
moderate and severe flea infesta-
tions, you may also be advised to 
treat 

External parasites
Revised December 2009
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Sickness

Dog Sicknesses Symptoms 
& Diagnosis

By Gerald Njuguna

The downside of dog  
ownership is that com 
munication can some-

times be a guessing game.This 
is particularly true when your 
dog is not feeling well.Some-
times your dog may just be 
“off”  not as energetic or acting 
odd.This may be nothing but 
it could be a sign of a serious 
health issue. Educating yourself 
in the signs that indicate all is 
not right with your dog can 
mean the difference between 
life and death.

Bloat
If your dog’s belly starts to 

swell for no apparent reason, 
this could be an indication that 
she is suffering from Bloat  a 
condition in which the abdo-
men fills with gas to the point 
that it will become tight enough 
to play like a drum.This is a 
very serious condition as it can 
decrease her circulation and 
must be treated by a vet im-
mediately.

Fainting
Often related to heart dis-

ease, fainting can occur when 
your dog gets excited and 

his heart has failed to pump 
enough blood to his brain.
Fainting can also be caused by 
low glucose levels in the blood 
which is often a result of strenu-
ous exercise.Either way, if your 
dog faints, take him to the vet 
ASAP.

Falling
When a dog falls over for 

no apparent reason, it can be 
an indication that she has an 
inner ear infection. This is very 
treatable and can be cured with 
a trip to the vet and a course of 
antibiotics.

Heat Stroke
One of the most common 

summer ailments dog suffer 
from is heat stroke.This can 
come on very rapidly even if 
your dog has not been outside 
in the heat for a prolonged pe-
riod of time.If your dog shows 
any of the following signs, 
move him to a shady spot and 
pour cool water all over his 
body and then take him to the 
vet immediately:

* Heavy panting
* Glazed eyes

* Rapid pulse
* Bright red gums
* Unsteadiness
* Vomiting

Shock
A dog can suffer from four 

different types of shock: hypo-
volemic, cardiac, neurogenic or 
septic.All four exhibit similar 
symptoms including:

* Pale mucous membranes 
(inside of the mouth, gums, eyes, 
etc.)

* Weakness
* Rapid pulse
* Tangible loss of heat to the 

extremities, particularly the ears.
The most common type of 

shock is hypovolemic, occurring 
when there is not enough blood 
circulating throughout the body.
The cause can include internal or 
external bleeding or poor circula-
tion. Cardiac shock occurs when 
the heart cannot pump blood 
fast enough.Neurogenic shock, 
although rare, can occur when the 
dog suffers a massive brain or spi-
nal cord injury. Septic shock occurs 
when an infection has reached the 
blood stream.

If your dog exhibits any of 
these symptoms or experiences 
any type of injury that can cause 
shock, take him to the vet imme-
diately.

About the Author: Gerald 
Njuguna runs a site dedicated to 
dog lovers. The site features infor-
mation on selected breeds, basic 
care, training, shopping supplies, 
gifts, and news related to dogs. 
Also get to submit your dog photo 
for rating. Visit http://www.dog-
perfection.com today.
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American Veterinary 
Medical Association

At some point in their  
lives, many pets expe 
rience discomfort 

caused by external parasites such 
as fleas, ticks, or mites on their 
skin or in their ears. These para-
sites can be extremely irritating 
to pets and can cause serious skin 
problems or even carry disease. 
Although this brochure provides 
basic information about the most 
common external parasites, your 
veterinarian is your best source 
of advice regarding your pet’s 
needs. Modern medicines make 
treatment, control, and prevention 
of many external parasites much 
easier than in the past.

Advice on the safe use of flea 
and tick products in pets

Flea basics
Fleas thrive when the weather 

is warm and humid. Depending 
on your climate, fleas may be a 
seasonal or yearround problem. 
Your pet can pick up fleas wher-
ever an infestation exists, often in 
areas frequented by other cats and 
dogs. Adult fleas are dark brown, 
no bigger than a sesame seed, and 
able to move rapidly over your 
pet’s skin.

Once the flea becomes an 
adult, it spends virtually all of 
its time on your pet. Female fleas 
begin laying eggs within 24 hours 
of selecting your pet as a host, 
producing up to 50 eggs each 
day. These eggs fall from your 
pet onto the floor or furniture, 

including your pet’s bed, or onto 
any other indoor or outdoor area 
where your pet happens to go. 
Tiny, worm-like larvae hatch from 
the eggs and burrow into carpets, 
under furniture, or into soil before 
spinning a cocoon. The cocooned 
flea pupae can lie dormant (inac-
tive) for weeks before emerging as 
adults that are ready to infest (or 
reinfest) your pet. The result is a 
flea life cycle of anywhere from 
12 days to 6 months, depending 
on environmental factors such as 
temperature and humidity.

Diagnosis, risks and 
consequences

You may not know that your pet 
has fleas until their number increases 
to the point that your pet is obvi-
ously uncomfortable. Signs of flea 
problems range from mild redness 
to severe scratching that can lead to 
open sores and skin infections (“hot 
spots”). One of the first things you 
may notice on a pet with fleas is 
“flea dirt”—the black flea droppings 
left on your pet’s coat. You may not 
actually see the fleas themselves, but 
they can still be on your pet and in 
the environment.

Fleas bite animals and suck their 
blood; young or small pets with 
heavy flea infestations may become 
anemic. Some pets can develop 
an allergy to flea saliva that may 
result in more severe irritation and 
scratching; these pets can become 
severely itchy from just one or two 
flea bites. Also, pets can become 
infected with certain types of tape-

worms if they ingest fleas carrying 
tapeworm eggs (a pet using its teeth 
to scratch the flea bites often eats 
the fleas). In areas with moderate 
to severe flea infestations, people 
may also be bitten by fleas. While 
fleas are capable of transmitting 
several infectious diseases to pets 
and people, this is rare.

Treatment and control
Your veterinarian will recom-

mend an appropriate flea control 
plan for your pet based on your 
needs, your pets needs and the 
severity of the flea infestation.

Pets at risk for fleas should be 
treated during the flea season with 
an appropriate preventive. Your vet-
erinarian can recommend a product 
most suitable for your pet.

Because much of the flea’s life 
cycle is spent off of your pet, treat-
ing only your pet will not eliminate 
the problem. If you kill the adult 
fleas and do not kill the eggs, larvae 
and pupae, your pet will become 
reinfested when these fleas become 
adults and the cycle will start all 
over again. Therefore, in addition 
to treating your pet, reduce the 
flea population in your house by 
thoroughly cleaning your pet’s 
sleeping quarters and vacuuming 
floors and furniture that your pet 
comes in contact with frequently. 
Careful and regular vacuuming/
cleaning of the pet’s living area 
helps to remove and kill flea eggs, 
larvae, and pupae.

You may be advised to treat 
your house with insecticides to 
kill the fleas; consult with your 
veterinarian about products safe 
for use around pets and children. 
Flea larvae are more resistant than 
adult fleas to insecticides. With 
moderate and severe flea infesta-
tions, you may also be advised to 
treat 

External parasites
Revised December 2009
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History

Come Meet All 167  
A K C  B r e e d s  a t  
www.meetthebreeds.

com
From George Washington’s 

Foxhounds to Thomas Jeffer-
son’s Briards, purebred pups 
are as all-American as apple 
pie. To celebrate the Fourth of 
July and the New York City re-
turn of Meet the Breeds™ – the 
world’s largest gathering of dogs 
and cats – the American Kennel 
Club® (AKC®) celebrates the 
dogs owned by our founding 
fathers.

Meet the Breeds™ -- hosted 
by the AKC and Cat Fanciers’ 
Association® (CFA) and spon-
sored by Pet Partners, Inc. will 
get under way this October 
16th and 17th at the Jacob Javits 
Center.

Founding Fathers Famous 
Canine Companions

George Washington was not 
only the father of our nation, 
but the father of the American 
Foxhound. In 1770 Washington 
imported a number of hounds 
from England and in 1785, he 
received a number of French 
Foxhounds from the Marquis 
de Lafayette. These hounds, 
carefully bred and maintained 
by Washington, are the founders 
of today’s American Foxhound. 
More than 30 hounds were listed 

in Washington’s journals includ-
ing “Drunkard,” “Tipler” and 
“Tipsy.”

John Adams and wife Abigail 
also used their sense of humor 
in the naming of one of their 
dogs, who they called “Satan.” 
While “Satan” more than likely 
had a lot of unfocused energy, 
“Juno” (their other dog) cap-
tured the heart of Abigail. In 
one letter to her granddaughter 
Abigail wrote of “Juno,” “as if 
you love me proverbially, you 
must love my dog.” However, no 
such writing exists for the aptly 
named “Satan.” No records exist 
identifying either dog’s breed, 
so it is likely they were mixed 
breeds. Today, both could have 
participated in the AKC Canine 
Partners program. Perhaps “Sa-
tan” could have turned into an 
angel if his energy were redi-
rected into one of the companion 
events such as AKC Rally®, Obe-
dience or Agility open to AKC 
Canine Partners enrollees.

Benjamin Franklin’s son’s 
Newfoundland dog made quite 
an impression on one friend who 
wrote Franklin saying, “noth-
ing shall tempt me to forget 
your Newfoundland dog.” This 
was during his time in Paris 
as America’s first ambassador 
there. Thomas Jefferson, another 

founding father, would later re-
place Franklin.

Thomas Jefferson became 
interested in Briards while serv-
ing as minister to France. He 
returned to the United States 
with a pregnant female named 
“Buzzy” who whelped two pups 
while crossing the Atlantic, thus 
starting his breeding program. 
Lafayette also sent Jefferson 
two Briards to help protect his 
sheep. If alive today, Jefferson 
would have most likely been a 
proponent of AKC Companion 
Animal Recovery, (AKC CAR) a 
not-for-profit 24/7 pet recovery 
service, for having come out 
publicly for the enactment of 
a law “requiring every dog to 
wear a collar.” Additionally, Jef-
ferson improved the quality of 
the Briard, and often left pairs 
with other landowners, includ-
ing James Madison who housed 
two dogs briefly on his Mont-
pelier estate in Virginia before 
sending them to a friend who 
lived in Washington, D.C.

While it appears none of the 
founding fathers owned cats 
other great leaders throughout 
American history did welcome 
furry felines into their homes, 
among them Abraham Lincoln 
and the first White House cat, 
“Tabby,” Theodore Roosevelt’s 
cats “Tom Quartz” and “Slip-
pers” and John F. Kennedy’s 
daughter’s cat “Tom Kitten.”

Learn more about all 167 
AKC-recognized dog breeds and 
41 CFA recognized cat breeds at 
www.meetthebreeds.com and at 
Meet the Breeds™ this October 
16 & 17 at the Jacob Javits Center 
in New York City.

Dogs of Our Founding Fathers 
This Independence Day
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News From The AKC

AKC CAR Pledges 25 
Universal Microchip 

Scanners to Shelters In 
Support of GA House 

Bill 1106
AKC Companion Animal Re-

covery (AKC CAR), the nation’s 
largest and only non-profit pet 
recovery service, recently pledged 
25 Proscan 700 universal micro-
chip scanners to Georgia shelters 
in support of Georgia House Bill 
1106.

HB 1106, sponsored by Geor-
gia State Representative Gene 
Maddox and Georgia State Sena-
tor Greg Goggans requires shel-
ters statewide to scan pets for 
microchips twice, first as part of 
the initial intake procedure at the 
shelter and then again just prior to 
euthanasia to make sure the micro-
chip was not missed the first time 
around. The law will take effect on 
July 1, 2010.

Before passage, supporters 
worried that the potential costs 
to state shelters would doom the 
legislation. AKC CAR stepped up 
to the plate and pledged to do-
nate up to 25 universal scanners 
to shelters if the bill passed, thus 
negating any financial impact on 
the shelters. The pledged scanners 
read all microchip types sold in the 
United States, increasing the odds 
that a pet will be reunited with its 
owner if it is turned into a shel-
ter. HomeAgain and Bayer also 
pledged 20 each. This donation 
ensures that shelters will have the 
resources needed to ensure that 
thousands of pets each year will 
have one more chance at life.

“We’re pleased to have played 
a significant role in the passage of 
this bill since we strive to recover 
as many missing pets as possible,” 
said Tom Sharp, CEO of AKC 
Companion Animal Recovery. 
“The requirement set out by the 
new law to scan an animal twice 
is truly a life-saving measure and 
will have a large impact on animal 
control in the state of Georgia. 
With this donation, no shelter will 
face negative financial impact from 
the legislation if they do not own a 
universal microchip scanner.”

Lost pets with microchips are 
up to 20 times more likely to return 
home. Microchips about the size 
of a grain of rice are implanted 
between the shoulder blades of 
companion animals as identifica-
tion. Most shelters scan pets for 
microchips as part of their intake 
process and owners are reunited 
with their pet if the number that 
appears on the scanner is enrolled 
in a pet recovery database like 
AKC Companion Animal Recov-
ery. AKC CAR has reunited more 
than 360,000 lost pets since its 
inception in 1995.

For more about microchipping 
your pet or requesting a universal 
scanner donation from AKC Com-
panion Animal Recovery, visit 
www.akccar.org. 

AKC Calls on All 
Dog Organizations to 
Spread Responsible 

Dog Ownership 
Message This 

September
- Annual AKC Responsible 

Dog Ownership Days Comprised 
of Hundreds of Events -

Each year, the American Ken-
nel Club® calls on its nearly 5,000 
affiliated dog clubs and all other 
pet-related organizations from 
around the country to participate 
in AKC Responsible Dog Owner-
ship Days. The nationwide initia-
tive educates the public about the 
importance of being a responsible 
dog owner and celebrates the deep 
bond between humans and their 
canine companions.

“Nearly 600 clubs and other 
organizations held AKC Respon-
sible Dog Ownership Days events 
in their towns and cities in 2009,” 
said AKC spokesperson Lisa Pe-
terson. “We hope the number of 
RDO Days keeps increasing so that 
we can continue to reach larger 
audiences with our responsible 
dog ownership message.”

Events can be held anytime 
during the month of September. 
Sign up at www.akc.org/rdod 
and create an “Event Account” by 
August 1, 2010. The first 500 orga-
nizations who confirm the details 
of their event will receive a com-
plimentary resource-filled packet 
including posters, brochures, 
stickers and many more materials 
to assist them in putting together 
an entertaining and informative 
event. All events will be listed on 
the AKC web site, searchable by 
state, beginning July 1.
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“AKC RDO Days events have 
been getting larger and more cre-
ative each year, with clubs hosting 
AKC Meet the Breeds®, demos 
of all kinds of canine sports, mi-
crochipping and more,” added 
Peterson. “We encourage all dog 
clubs and organizations to host 
an event – you’ll become an active 
part of your community, raise your 
organization’s profile among local 
leaders and legislators and just 
plain have fun!”

Once again, Invisible Fence® 
Brand is a proud nationwide 
sponsor of AKC RDO Days and 
will support community events, 
including AKC’s flagship event 
in Raleigh, North Carolina on 
September 25th, where AKC’s Op-
erations Center is located. Events 
across the country will feature ac-
tivities such as AKC Canine Good 
Citizen® testing, Obedience/
Agility/Rally demonstrations, 
microchip ID clinics, breeder refer-
ral and rescue information, raffles, 
games and many more entertain-
ing and educational experiences. 
ADT Security Services will also 
provide Pet Fire Safety Window 
Clings promoting pet fire safety 
at the flagship event and local 
events.

To learn more about AKC Re-
sponsible Dog Ownership Days, 
sign up to hold an event or view 
photos and information about pre-
vious events, please visit http://
www.akc.org/clubs/rdod/. 

Weimaraner, Stoli, 
Leaves Paw Prints in 
AKC History Books 
as First AKC Grand 

Champion
The American Kennel Club’s 

first-ever Grand Champion title 
earner – a 4-year-old Weimaraner 

named GCH Monterra’s Best Bet, 
MH, affectionately known as “Sto-
li” bred and owned by Elizabeth 
Krupinski and co-owned by Timo-
thy Bintner of Elizabeth, Colorado 
and handled by Tad Walden, com-
pleted the title requirements to 
earn the newest AKC title at the 
Coronado Kennel Club all-breed 
dog show on May 18, 2010.

Stoli completed his title with 
25 Grand Championship points, 
including five majors, which he 
won at six consecutive shows held 
in Albuquerque, N.M. on May 14-
18, 2010. He won a Best of Breed 
and also a Best of Opposite Sex at 
two specialties held on May 14 by 
the Weimaraner Club of Albuquer-
que. On May 15-16 Stoli won Best 

in Stansell, AKC Vice President 
of Event Operations. “Congratu-
lations to Stoli and his breeder, 
owners and handler who are very 
deserving of this honor.”

Proving he can excel in both 
AKC Conformation and AKC Per-
formance events, Stoli, a multiple 
Best in Specialty Show and Best in 
Show winner became the first and 
only Best in Show winning Wei-
maraner to earn the AKC Master 
Hunter title in March 2009.

Stoli’s co-owner and handler 
recently suffered a great loss when 
his breeder and owner Elizabeth 
Krupinski succumbed to a battle 
with leukemia just two short 

of Breed at the Rio Grande Kennel 
Club dog shows. Finally, on May 
17-18, Stoli won Best of Breed at 
the Coronado Kennel Club dog 
shows.

“We are excited to see such an 
exceptional dog complete the AKC 
Grand Championship title. This 
title was created to give breeders 
and owners a way to showcase 
their AKC champions and that’s 
just what we’re seeing,” said Rob-

Photos courtesy of Tad Walden.

months ago. Walden described 
her as, “an avid AKC supporter 
and quality person.” Krupinski’s 
obituary cited breeding Stoli as 
one of her greatest accomplish-
ments in her life.

“To see Liz’s dream of a ver-
satile Weim that loved to show, 
loved to hunt and was the ulti-
mate best friend become the first 
Grand Champion is truly special,” 
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said Tim Bintner, Stoli’s co-owner 
and husband to the late Elizabeth 
Krupinski. “The breed was her 
passion and I only wish that she 
could have been here to share it 
with us, although in Stoli, I know 
her hard work and dedication will 
live on.”

This new title is available to 
AKC Champions of Record, creat-
ing the opportunity for Champion 
dog owners to return to the show 
ring with their dogs and further 
showcase the quality of their 
breeding stock. Competition for 
this new title began at AKC all-
breed, group and specialty shows 
on May 12, 2010, concurrent with 
the implementation of the 2010-
2011 AKC Point Schedule.

Stoli, like all dogs who com-
plete their Grand Champion title 
will receive an invitation to the 
AKC/Eukanuba National Cham-
pionship.

For more information about 
the AKC Grand Champion title 
visit AKC Rules Applying to Dog 
Shows and to submit questions 
and comments about the new AKC 
Grand Champion title contact: 
eventplans@akc.org.

American Kennel Club 
Announces New Grand 

Champion Title
-- AKC® Champions Can 

Compete for Grand Champion 
Title at AKC Conformation 
Events --

The American Kennel 
Club® is pleased to announce 
that it will begin offering the 
Grand Champion title at AKC 
Conformation events. This new 
title will be available to AKC 
Champions of Record, giving 
the opportunity for Champion 
dog owners to return to the 

show ring with their dogs and 
further showcase the quality 
of their breeding stock. Com-
petition for this new title will 
begin at AKC all-breed, group 
and specialty shows on May 
12, 2010, concurrent with the 
implementation of the 2010-
2011 AKC Point Schedule.

“AKC Conformation is 
meant to be an evaluation and 
showcase for breeding stock. 
Many Champions are retired 
after earning their titles and 
this creates a dilemma for 
breeders. We are excited to offer 
the Grand Champion title as a 
way to encourage these qual-
ity dogs to return to the ring,” 
said Robin Stansell, AKC Vice 
President of Event Operations. 
“AKC Companion and Perfor-
mance events offer multiple 
titles to celebrate achievement 
in competition at various levels 
in the sport. It is only natural to 
offer a Grand Champion title 
to Conformation exhibitors so 
that they too can compete and 
excel with their dogs at a whole 
new level.”

Competition for this new 
title will be judged during the 
Best of Breed/Variety competi-
tion at all-breed, group and spe-
cialty shows. All Champions 
of Record entered in the Best 
of Breed/Variety competition 
will be eligible to compete for 
Grand Championship points. 
There is no additional entry fee. 
Grand Championship points 
are awarded, at the judge’s dis-
cretion, to the following place-
ments: Best of Breed/Variety, 
Best of Opposite Sex, Select Dog 
and Select Bitch. Select Dog 

and Select Bitch are Champions 
that were recognized as the top 
quality of their sex after BOB 
and BOS have been awarded.

Grand Championship 
points are calculated using the 
same AKC Point Schedule as is 
used for Championship points. 
(Dogs entered in non-regular 
classes are not counted in the 
computation of Champion-
ship or Grand Championship 
points.) Champions of Record 
including champions that are 
non-regular class winners (i.e. 
Veterans Class Winners) or 
dogs that have been “moved 
up” to Best of Breed competi-
tion for the show are the only 
dogs eligible for Grand Cham-
pionship points. Although Win-
ners Dog or Winners Bitch can 
win Best of Breed or Best of Op-
posite Sex, in no case will they 
be eligible for Grand Champion 
competition.

Grand Championship 
points may be awarded to eli-
gible dogs as follows:

    * Best of Breed – All dogs 
of both sexes in the breed or 
variety exhibited in the regular 
classes and Best of Breed com-
petition will be counted

    * Best of Opposite Sex to 
Best of Breed – All dogs of the 
same sex in the breed or variety 
exhibited in the regular classes 
and Best of Breed competition 
will be counted

    * Select Dog or Select 
Bitch 
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– The total number of dogs 
of the same sex in the breed/
variety defeated in the regular 
classes and BOB competition 
will be counted. (i.e. 2 dogs less 
than the total number of the 
same sex)

Completion of the title re-
quires all of the following:

    * Twenty five Grand 
Championship points

    * Three “majors” (three or 
more points earned at a single 
show) won under three differ-
ent judges

    * At least one or more of 
these points won under a fourth 
judge

    * Must have defeated at 
least one other AKC Champion 
of Record at three shows

Starting in 2010, dogs who 
earn their Grand Champion 
title will receive an invitation to 
the AKC/Eukanuba National 
Championship.

For more information about 
the AKC Grand Champion 
title please see the AKC Rules 
Applying to Dog Shows and 
to submit questions and com-
ments about the new AKC 
Grand Champion title contact: 
eventplans@akc.org

AKC Adds 
New Titles in 

Conformation, 
Companion and 

Performance Events
Since the start of the year, each 

event type – conformation, com-
panion and performance – now 
offers its exhibitors a brand new 
AKC title. The conformation and 
performance titles will appeal to 
the long-time exhibitor while the 
companion title will help bring 
along the novice handler or inex-
perienced dog.

Last month, Conformation 
added the Grand Champion title. 
Judges now have the opportunity 
of awarding Grand Championship 
points to their Best of Breed and 
Best of Opposite winners as well 
as to additional AKC Champions 
with the Select Dog and Select 
Bitch award. We believe this title 
gives breeders and owners a new 
way to showcase the quality of 
their breeding stock to judges 
and other breeders and exhibi-
tors alike.  We encourage you to 
take advantage of the enhanced 
conformation title.

We are proud to announce that 
we already have the first AKC 

Grand Champion in history – a 
4-year old Weimaraner named 
GCH Monterra’s Best Bet, MH 
– who finished his title in six 
consecutive shows. As an addi-
tional recognition for dogs that 
complete their Grand Champion 
title, they will also receive an in-
vitation to the AKC / Eukanuba 
National Championship. 

Starting this summer, Com-
panion events will offer a new 
Beginner Novice obedience title. 
This title is an excellent com-

petitive event for both the novice 
handler and dog. Most exercises, a 
blend from Rally and Companion 
Dog, are completed on-leash.

In the Performance area, Earth-
dog competitors now have the 
opportunity to earn a new title 
– the Endurance Earthdog – the 
first addition since the program’s 
inception in 1993. This EE title 
provides a new challenge for dogs 
that have earned their Master 
Earthdog title by requiring them 
to earn five double qualifications 
in master and senior. A Border Ter-
rier named “Rosemary” recently 
earned the first ever EE title.

As you know, Parent Clubs 
also have a variety of breed spe-
cific sports and events. The Board 
recently approved a program to 
allow the recording of parent club 
performance event titles if AKC 
does not provide a test for these 
breed-specific skills. The Blood-
hound Club of America is the first 
to apply for acknowledgment of 
its titles with their “man-trailing 
event”. If your parent club would 
like to participate in this new pro-
gram please contact Performance 
Events AVP Doug Ljungren at 
DVL@akc.org.

As you can see, it’s an exciting 
time for AKC exhibitors. Whether 
you want to compete further, add 
more titles or participate in parent 
club events, we hope these new 
AKC titles will inspire you to reach 
higher goals, remain longer on 
the competitive trail, and provide 
you with more ways to bond with 
your dog.     

Sincerely,
Ron Menaker
Chairman
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News From the Enemy Camp 
and the Good Guys

Firearms Industry 
Hails Passage of Excise 

Tax Improvement 
Legislation in U.S. 

House
The National Shooting Sports 

Foundation (NSSF) -- the trade 
association for the firearms, am-
munition, hunting and shooting 
sports industry -- hailed today’s 
passage of the Firearms Excise 
Tax Improvement Act of 2010 
(H.R. 5552).

The bi-partisan legislation, 
sponsored by Rep. Ron Kind (D-
WI) had 54 original co-sponsors 
and sailed through the House by 
a vote of 412-6. This legislation 
corrects a longstanding inequity 
in the Internal Revenue Code by 
permitting firearm and ammu-
nition manufacturers to pay the 
federal excise tax payment on a 
quarterly basis, like other indus-
tries that support conservation 
through a federal excise tax. Cur-
rently, manufacturers pay this tax 
on a bi-weekly schedule, forcing 
many manufacturers to borrow 
money to ensure on-time pay-
ment. Industry members spend 
thousands of man-hours admin-
istering the necessary paperwork 
to successfully complete the bi-
weekly tax payments -- monies 
that are due to the federal govern-
ment long before manufacturers 
are paid by their customers.

HR 5552 revised an earlier 
bill (HR 510) to ensure that the 
legislation would not add to the 
budget deficit. The change to a 
provision of the tax code will not 
affect conservation funding and 

the legislation does not lower the 
amount of conservation dollars 
collected by the tax.

“This bill will strengthen wild-
life conservation funding in Amer-
ica by helping manufacturers to 
grow their businesses,” said NSSF 
Senior Vice President and General 
Counsel Lawrence G. Keane. “We 
are thankful for the tremendous 
support and leadership of Repre-
sentatives Ron Kind, sponsor of 
this bill, and Paul Ryan (R-WI), 
co-chairman of the Congressional 
Sportsmen’s Caucus, for champi-
oning this commonsense legisla-
tion.”

The firearm and ammunition 
excise tax is the major revenue 
source for funding the Wild-
life Restoration Trust Fund (also 
known as the Pittman Robertson 
Trust Fund). Last year, firearm 
and ammunition manufactur-
ers contributed approximately 
$450 million dollars to wildlife 
conservation through excise tax 
payments.

Passage of HR 5552 would not 
have been possible without the 
hard work of many organizations 
including a broad coalition of 
more than 35 conservation groups 
who are members of the American 
Wildlife Conservation Partners 
(AWCP). This coalition includes 
the National Rifle Association 
(NRA), Ducks Unlimited, Safari 
Club International (SCI) and the 
Congressional Sportsmen’s Foun-
dation (CSF), which made passage 
of this bill a priority.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service and the Association of Fish 
and Wildlife Agencies (AFWA) 
also support this legislation. In 
addition, the Internal Revenue 

Service -- Tax and Trade Bureau 
(TTB) that collects the excise tax 
supports the legislation as it would 
reduce its work load thereby sav-
ing taxpayers money. In fact, there 
is no organized opposition to this 
pro-conservation, pro-growth, bi-
partisan legislation.

“With passage of excise tax 
improvement in the House, it is 
our hope that the Senate, behind 
the strong leadership of Majority 
Leader Harry Reid (D-NV) and 
Senators Max Baucus (D-MT) and 
Mike Crapo (R-ID), co-chairman 
of the Congressional Sportsmen’s 
Caucus, will act fast to bring com-
panion legislation up for a vote,” 
continued Keane.

NSSF is encouraging all sports-
men, hunters and gun-owners to 
contact their senators and urge 
them to support excise tax im-
provement legislation in the Sen-
ate (S. 632). 

Firearms Industry 
Hails Victory in 
Supreme Court 

Second Amendment 
Case

 The National Shooting 
Sports Foundation (NSSF) - the 
trade association for the fire-
arms industry - hailed today’s 
United States Supreme Court 
5-4 decision written by Justice 
Alito that ruled the individual 
right to keep and bear arms pro-
tected by the Second Amend-
ment of the U.S. Constitution 
applies to the states and local 
government.

“Today’s ruling is a victory 
for freedom and liberty,” said 
NSSF 


