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Meet The Breeder

When I look to do an  
a r t i c l e  o n  a 
b r e e d e r  i f  

I find out they are the only 
breeder with a certain hunt-
ing title on a dog, they have 
my attention. Well that 
is the situation with 
Rosemary Sexton of Re-
alta Irish Water Spaniel 
Kennels of Zimmer-
man, MN. 

As kennels go Rose-
mary has a small one 
with but three dogs. 
Two of three are show 
Champions and run in 
the field. She has had 
six litters over the past 
fourteen years, so she 
will never be called a 
puppy mill. But Rose-
mary has done a tre-
mendous amount with 
the dogs she has.

I met Rosemary a 
few weeks ago when 
I went out to a Lake 
Country Retriever Hunt 
test to snap some pic-
tures. I try to visit Ju-
nior, Senior and Master 
Hunter fields, to meet 
a variety of people and 
understand the tests better. 
When I pulled into the Master 
Hunter field I noticed Rosemary 
exercising her Irish Water Span-

iel Nova. I had to look a second 
time. What was an Irish doing 
with the elite group of mostly 
Labs running Master Hunter? 
Rosemary’s Irish had a Senior 
Hunter title on her Irish and 

was running Master Hunter. In 
fact she attempted and passed 
one leg of the Master Hunter.

To give you a clue on what 
it takes to pass Master Hunter, 

we are talking about a test that 
can take two days to run. In-
cludes such things as honoring, 
diversions, triple marks, both 
upland and water work, eight 
separate bird retrieves. It’s not 
something you are gonna take 
a dog from a backyard and 
pass, these dogs are the top of 
the line. And Rosemary Sexton 
put the only Master Hunter on 
a female Irish Water Spaniel in 
the breed and a leg on a second 
dog. There only two male IWS 
Master Hunters, in the U.S.

I got talking 
with Rosemary at 
the test and next 
thing I knew I was 
at her home talking 
about her kennel 
and the breed.

Rosemary has 
had Irish Water 
Spaniels  for  14 
years. She has had 
ten litters in that 
time generating 10 
show champions. 
She not only run 
field events she also 
runs her dogs in the 
show ring. Rose-
mary does not hunt 
so her mentor for 
field work is Rick 
Stawski of Fine 
Line Retrievers. 

I need to com-
mend Rosemary 
for doing the field 
work. Most breed-
ers who do not hunt 
would ignore the 
hunting titles, not 
Rosemary. She’s in 

there with the best of them train-
ing her Irish’s in all aspects the 
breed was designed for. 

The Irish Water Spaniel is an in-

Queen Of The Irish
By Dennis Guldan
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teresting breed. It is one of 
the oldest of all retriever 
breeds. It was developed 
in the 1840s fifty years 
before the Labs hit the 
retriever scene. It has 
been known to be a jovial 
breed that does not take 
anything too serious. And 
to place Master Hunter 
titles on such a breed is a 
major feat.

Rosemary force fetch-
es all her dogs. Her pro 
does the collar training. 
She trains between two 

and four nights a week, every week that weather allows and she is not 
at events. Last year she ran in six field events. Add to this her show and 
obedience work she does on all her dogs, she’s a busy and dedicated 
dog owner.

And it is not only in the field that Rosemary is known. She has also 
won winners dog and winners bitch at the national specialty. And her 
pups are known to be versatile too. One of her pups needs one more pass 
to get a very rare VCD4 title. The Versatile Champion Dog level four is a 
title available to all dog breeds. Includes testing of agility, obedience and 
tracking. Only a handful of all dogs registered with the AKC have every 
achieved the title.

So without question, Rosemary has proven if worked on, the Irish Wa-
ter Spaniel can compete and be competitive in all levels of dog events.

I asked Rosemary to tell us a little bit about the Irish Water Spaniel. 
Rosemary agrees the Irish is a playful breed that sometimes has problems 
taking too much pressure in training situations. Some of the dogs can be 
soft. The Irish can be known as a single person or family dog. Her dogs 
sometimes don’t want to go for a walk with Rosemary’s kids, if Rosemary 
is in the house. Though they make great family dogs, they do not make 
great kennel dogs. Rosemary prefers to sell her pups to experienced dog 
people, who understand you must be firm and consistent in dog train-
ing.

As far as the curly hair, Rosemary clips her dogs about four times a 
year and the field coat stays in good shape. They also need a combing 
about once a week to keep a nice coat. Irish Water Spaniels are not small 
dogs, expect them to be about 21-24 inches tall and weigh about 45 to 
65 pounds. 

Rosemary keeps a list of people interested in puppies and breeds 
when the list gets to the right size. This fall she plans on having a litter. 
Pups will go for $1000 each. A great looking rare breed dog that can 
pass a Master hunt tests are rare. And litters like this don’t come by 
very often. 

Get a hold of Rosemary if you are interested her number is 763-
389-9111 she’s good people. And has an incredible house that looks like 
something out of Lord Of the Rings or Hansel & Gretel.

Dennis Guldan hails from New Brighton, MN
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Quail Management

The Quail Hunter’s Guide 
to Nontoxic Shot 

By Bill Hanus
 In the beginning...

When nontoxic shot  
became the law of  
the land a decade 

ago, a whole new learning curve 
was created for waterfowl hunt-
ers. Now, with more and more 
public and private upland hunt-
ing land coming under nontoxic 
shot requirements - not to men-
tion our own personal eviron-
mental concerns - we all need 
to get ahead of the curve on our 
nontoxic shot options. 

 First came steel, 
then steel-like shot

 Steel and tungsten shot pellets 
are both light in weight and much 
harder than lead. That means they 
have less range and deliver less 
energy to the target. Winchester 
published a flyer some years ago 
urging hunters to perfect their duck 
calling techniques because steel 
shot was not effective at ranges 
over 35 yards. Since steel shot is 
not a reliable killer at the longer 
distances at which ducks and 
geese are customarily taken, those 
hunters really need all the help 
they can get - and as sales of new 
3 1/2-inch 12-gauge and 10-gauge 
shotguns can attest - they are get-
ting it. These newer and heavier 
guns increase the hull capacity for 
steel and steel-like pellets and are 
built to handle the heavier recoil 

it takes to push magnum loads at 
higher velocities. 

 Don’t let ads showing holes in 
a sheet metal target mislead you. 
This is the very reason many duck 
and goose hunters put up their 
guns when there were no alterna-
tives to steel shot. Steel doesn’t 
transfer its energy well to game. 
It tends to go through the bird, 
leaving a wound like an ice pick. 
Most real sportsmen would rather 
put up their guns than have to 
wound four or five birds in order 
to harvest one.

 What you should be looking 
for is flattened shot, not holes in 
a steel plate. That’s evidence of 
energy being transferred TO the 
target, not THROUGH it. Lead-
like malleability is the virture 
you seek. Hardness is a negative. 
Steel is 10 times harder than lead; 
and tungsten/iron is 25 times 
harder than lead (even harder 
than the steel in your shotgun 
barrel). And because wads must 
be much huskier to protect barrel 
walls from scoring by steel and/
or tungsten/iron pellets, there’s 
less room for shot in the hull. In 
a 3-inch 12-gauge magnum shell, 
lead shot has 45 percent more shot 
than tungsten/iron and 30 percent 
more than steel. Reduced payload 
is only one of several shortcom-
ings. 

 When the 
irresistible force 

meets the immovable 
object

 Sooner or later, depend-
ing on shooting volume, steel 
shot is going to pean out (as in 
ball pean hammer) and force 
the hardened or stailess steel 
choke tubes into the threads of 
the milder steel barrel. The rule 
of thumb being that when the 
choke tube begins to stick in the 
barrel when you remove it, it’s 
time to throw it away! And, of 
course, steel-like shot is death 
to older, thin-walled, tightly-
choked shotguns.

 Even in guns made for steel 
shot use, it is a wise man who 
uses a choke tube lubricant to 
help protect against seizure. 
Colonial Arms Choke Tube 
Lube (which contains fine parti-
cles of metal, graphite and other 
additives known to enhance 
anti-sieze performance) sells for 
about $6 at your dealer, and it 
may buy you some time. 

 Extended tubes, which 
move the choke constriction 
outside the barrel proper, are 
the only way to avoid the in-
evitable. 

 Enter...the lead-
like nontoxic shot 

substitutes
 IMPACT - Tungsten Ma-

trix is a nontoxic pellet that 
performs like lead - and some 
say - even better than lead. It is 
a polymer/tungsten mixture 
that actually “flexes” as it goes 
through the choke area, so you can 
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Browning Citori 16 Gauge 
Closeout

This is probably the last and final run of these great 
small frame guns. I have these models and barrel 
lengths in stock: 

Lightning, 26 and 28”.................................. $1,695
White Lightning, 26” ..................................... 1,795
Model 525 Field, 26 and 28”......................... 1,795
Model 525 Sporting Clays, 28, 30 and 32” ... 2,495
Lightning Grade IV, 26 and 28” .................... 2,595
Lightning Grade VII Grey, 28” only............... 3,795
Lightning Grade VII Blue, 26 and 28” ........... 3,795

Add $50 for shipping to your FFL holder.

Price includes a bottle of Clenzoil, plus a pair of Briley-made 
Skeet choke tubes with all field guns. We offer leather- 
covered pads ($300) to your LOP requirements and custom 
stock-bending ($300) for right- and left-handed shooters.

We also sell Merkel and Fabarm Shotguns

Bill Hanus Birdguns, LLC 541/265-7433
P.O. Box 533 Fax for dealer FFL’s: 541/265-7400
Newport, OR 97365 www.billhanusbirdguns.com

use any choke in any modern shotgun, just as you 
would with lead. The pellets deform when they hit 
tissue. The pellet manufacturing process not only 
ensures pellets of equal size and weight, but also en-
sures uniform weight distribution throughout each 
pellet. The result is that it is usual to get 90 percent 
of the pellets in a 30-inch circle at 40 yards. “Un-
surpassed resilience and malleability” are claimed 
by the manufacturer, Kent Cartridge Company. In 
addition to their waterfowl line, Kent’s IMPACT 
Pheasant/Game loads will be of special interest to 
upland hunters going into a nontoxic ammunition 
environment. Kent has a surprisingly large offering 
of 16 gauge loads, as well as 12s and 20s. Visit their 
web page at www.kentgamebore.com for additional 
information. IMPACT Tungsten Matrix is sold by 
mail-order specialty houses. 

 BISMUTH - Given the limitations of steel-like 
shot, upland bird hunters and especially those ad-
dicted to smaller gauges welcomed Bismuth Car-
tridge Company’s NO-TOX ammunition, which 
gives lead-like shot performance that: 1) exceeds 
steel shot performance; 2) can be used with any 
chokes in any modern shotgun; and 3) is available 
in all gauges including 28 and .410. Like lead shot, 
bismuth puts more pellets and transfers more energy 
to the target than steel shot. And Bismuth’s NO-TOX 
ECO AMMO combines the environmental virtures of 
lacquered paper hulls, fiber wads and a brass-plated 
steel head with a soft, lead-like payload that delivers 
more energy to the target at longer ranges. Bismuth 
NO-TOX is offered in more than 50 loads. It is the 
closest you can get to lead-like performance. Scope 
out their web page at www.bismuth-notox.com, then 
see your dealer. 

 It’s good to see responsible manufacturers rein-
troducing cardboard hulls and f iber  wads 
to their sporting shell lines. 
It makes you feel like 

you’re not 
alone in your 

concern for the environ-
ment when your’re out there picking 

up spent hulls - your own and those left by 
others.

 Heck, it’s good exercise and good stewardship 
to boot. 

Bill Hanus hails from Newport, OR
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Breed Profile

The Clumber Spaniel
By Dennis Guldan

If you are at a spaniel field 
trial or hunt test you probably 
have one of three breeds of dogs 
an English Springer Spaniel, 
and English Cocker Spaniel or 
and American Water Spaniel. 
There are a handful of other 
spaniel breeds but that is the 
mainstay of the participants at 
these events. Not to say I have 
not seen wins by Boykins or 
Welsh Springer Spaniels in the 

Master field but they are much 
rarer. 

When I was sent the picture 
of two Clumber Spaniels with 
pheasants from Richard Kulas 
of Stockon, NJ I knew it be-
longed on the cover of Bird Dog 
& Retriever News… so it is. 

The Clumber Spaniel, even 
though it won Westminister a 
few years ago is one of a group 
of forgotten Spaniels along with 
the Field Spaniel and the Sus-
sex Spaniel. Not being seen 

at field trials or hunt tests and 
having many field titles will do 
that to a breed, yet they are still 
fine dogs.

The Clumber came from 
a common spaniel ancestor a 
thousand years ago. From that 
one type of dog many breeds of 
dogs have descended. 

Queen Victoria wrote in her 
diary, on October 16, 1840, the 
following: Walked out directly 
after breakfast before Albert 
went to shoot. He had his 7 fine 
Clumber Spaniels with us and 
we went into the Slopes, with 
such a funny old Gamekeeper, 
Walters, in order that I should 
see how the dogs found out 
their game. They are such dear, 
nice dogs. 

 In the late 1800s as the 
breeds were being established 



June/July 2010                                    We average over a million hits a month on the net.                                         www.Bdarn.com

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, 563 17th Ave NW, New Brighton, MN 55112 612-868-9169 Cell
Ads starting from $120/Yr

15

the Clumber was one of the 
first. They were first shown at 
in Britain in 1859. As field trials 
became popular at the turn of 
the century the Clumber Span-
iel was the choice of royalty and 
the dog to beat.

The breed was recognized 
by the AKC the American Ken-
nel Club in 1878 based on Dr. 
Nicolas Rowes stud book. The 
first AKC registered Clumber 
was Bustler. In 

 The Clumber is the largest 
of the Spaniel Breeds, though 
not as tall as the Irish Water 
Spaniel. The breed is known 
for working a field slow and 
methodically, not a technique 
that is known to win titles at 
trials, so it never became a field 
or hunting specialty. Though it 
can most definitely get the job 
done.

The breed standard calls 
for a dog 18 to 20 inches at the 
withers, females 17 to19 inches. 
Dogs should be 70 to 85 lbs and 
females 55 to 70 lbs. 

If you are looking for an 
unusual spaniel and you don’t 
hunt as fast as you once did a 
Clumber Spaniel would be a 
great breed to look into. For 
more information visit the Na-
tional club website at: www.
clumbers.org
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Dog Commands
Sit: First command typically teached. De-

mand that your dog sit when you give them 
a treat. Many pointing breeds do not teach 
this command.

Stay: Second command taught. Use it to 
make your pup stay in place before you give 
them the treat.

Down : The third command taught, use 
the treat to bring their head and body to the 
ground.

Come:After you have Sit, Stay and Down  
done next call your pup and call “Come” 

 
Heel: After you have the above commands 

done you can teach Heel. Walk by next to the 
leg and sit when stop.

In: Used to get your dog In to your vehicle 
or their kennel. Some also use the Kennel 
command.

Hup: Stay where you are. This is a  bit 
more complicated and envolves a leash and 
hands on.

Out: Used to get a dog to search Out fur-
ther than what they are.

Stand: Not taught often for field dogs, very 
common with show dogs. It is very useful 
when your dog is at the vet.

Dead Bird: Used when you know there is 
a dead bird in the area to get a dog to search 
the area.
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Something Different

Can Pets Predict The  
 
Future? Animal ESP  

 
Still Uncertain

Can pets foretell the fu-
ture?

The question has been asked 
for decades: Do animals have 
ESP?

It’s hard to answer because 
it’s never been proven in hu-
mans that such a thing as ESP 
(extra sensory perception) ex-
ists, says Dr. Bonnie Beaver, an 
expert in animal behavior at the 
College of Veterinary Medicine 
& Biomedical Sciences at Texas 
A&M University .

It’s been suspected ESP 
exists in humans, but not un-
equivocally proven. The same 
could be said for the animal 
world, Beaver says. Some peo-
ple suspect animals have ESP, 
but there’s no concrete evidence 
to say it’s so.

“A lot of the unusual phe-
nomena that deals with animal 
ESP can be explained as some-
thing else,” Beaver says.

“Humans and animals may 
or not may have ESP, but the 
scientific proof is still not there 
yet.”

Take earthquakes. Many 
animals can sense an earth-

quake before the first windows 
in a building start shaking. 
“But what they are feeling are 
actually pre-tremors and the 
ground moving – they can 
detect it before we can because 
they feel it,” Beaver says.

“In places where tremors 
don’t occur often, it’s been 
noted that animals don’t seem 
to sense what is coming.”

Likewise, many animals 
– especially horses and cattle 
– can sense a thunderstorm 
before it occurs. That’s true, 
Beaver says, but it doesn’t have 
anything to do with ESP.

“Animals get skittish be-
fore a storm because they can 
feel the barometric pressure 
changing, or they can smell the 
ozone, or even hear the distant 
thunder,” she explains. “They 
are reacting to something that 
affects them physically.”

When it comes to helping 
people, Beaver says, some pets 
are genuinely gifted. Dogs and 

cats have been known to alert 
some people when a seizure is 
about to begin.

“It’s common for animals 
to sense a seizure in their own-
ers, and some dogs can even be 
trained to warn a person of an 
impending seizure,” she says.

“Dogs are very aware of 
what is normal and not nor-
mal behavior in their owners. 
They can sense the muscles 
tightening up and the oncom-
ing of spasms and other things 
that might signal the onset of a 
seizure. Dogs are great about 
reading body language of their 
owners and can sense a ‘shift’ 
change in people.”

Sometimes, she says, ani-
mals can detect danger and 
they notify their owners accord-
ingly. There are hundreds of 
cases of dogs or cats awakening 
their owners to alert them of a 
house fire or gas leak.

“It’s in their animal nature 
to ‘save the pack,’ and pets 
consider their owners as part 
of their animal pack,” Beaver 
adds. “What they are doing in a 
case like a fire is showing con

Pet ESP
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cern for their own pack 
members, which happen to be 
people.”

Beaver says cats can hear 
ultra-high frequency sounds 
better than dogs or humans. 
Dogs, meanwhile, have highly 
developed noses, and can de-
tect smells humans can’t.

“You have to ask two ques-
tions about animal senses,” Bea-
ver says. “First, can the animal 
detect it? (the high-pitch sound 
or strong smell). And second, 
is it motivated to do anything 
about it? If the animal is not 
motivated, it goes on about its 
business.

“There’s a lot we don’t un-
derstand about the sensory 
capabilities of animals,” she 
continues. “But before you 
can begin to talk about ESP, 
you have to eliminate all the 

other factors, and when you 
do, you usually find the reason 
to explain an action the animal 
makes.”

Pet Talk is a service of the 
College of Veterinary Medicine 
& Biomedical Sciences at Texas 
A&M University .

Dog’s Hearing
A dog can hear sounds 250 

yards away that most people 
cannot hear beyond 25 yards. 
The human ear can detect sound 
waves vibrating at frequencies 
up to 20,000 times a second. But 
dogs can hear sound waves that 
vibrate at frequencies of more 
than 30,000 times a second.

Cats have the better sense 

of hearing, while dogs have 
the better sense of smell. A cat’s 
sense of hearing is amazing. Cats 
can hear high frequency sounds 
we cannot. The upper range of 
hearing in cats is about 60 to 65 
kiloherz, which enables them 
to hear both their kittens and 
the ultrasonic calls of rodents. 
They can also distinguish the 
tone or pitch of sounds better 
than we can. And their ability 
to locate the source of a sound 
is highly advanced. From a 
yard away, a cat can distinguish 
between sound sources only 3 
inches apart. They can also hear 
sounds at great distances, four 
or five times farther away than 
humans.
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Dog Crate Training Tips - 
Three Short Tips to Crate 
Training Your Dog Fast!

By Lionel Bradmen

Dogs are unlike humans 
they don’t like to be left alone 
and prefer to be entertained all 
the time. So it is important to 
develop a positive association 
with the crate and reinforce it 
constantly. Can a dog be taught 
to stay in a dog training

crate while you are out? 
Yes! In the wild The mother 
cleans up the pups feces until 
the youngsters are old enough 
to defecate away from the den. 
Part of their genetic make-up 
ensures that they are aware that 
the den is a place to keep clean 
as well as a place of safety and 
comfort.

Dog Crate Training Tip 
- 1

. Be patient with your dog/
pup and never use the crate as a 
place of punishment.

Ensure that your dog can 
stand with straight legs inside the 
crate, and be able to lie down in 
comfort.

The crate provides a perfect 
bed for the dog and a safe, natural 
spot to put your pet whenever nec-
essary for the dog’s safety or your 
peace of mind. Once you have 

selected the correct sized crate for 
your dog it’s time to commence 
dog crate training.

Dog Crate Training Tip 
- 2. 

Pick a crate that is easy to clean 
and can be rinsed down outside 
when need be.

Introduce your dog or pup to 
the dog crate with the minimum of 
fuss, leave him in the room where 
you have placed the crate, step 
aside and allow exploration. Take 
them outdoors after each snooze 
or meal. Do not play with him 
until he has done his business. If 
he hasn’t relieved himself in about 
10 minutes, take him back inside 
and put him in the crate. Repeat 
the routine in 10-15 minutes (ad-
just the timings for an older dog). 
Remember, no play until your pup 
does his business and give lots of 
praise when he gets it right.

Dog Crate Training Tip - 

3. 
To encourage your dog to 

explore the crate place an entic-
ing bone or novelty toy inside or 
add an item of your old clothing 
inside the crate (strenghten the 
scent by re-scenting the item 
through leaving it in your wash-
ing basket for a day).

Training


