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There are two ruffed grouse 
management zones (pdf) in the 
state. The hunting dates for Zone 
A are Sept. 18, 2010 through Jan. 
31, 2011. The dates for Zone B 
are Oct. 16, 2010 through Dec. 8, 
2010. Daily bag limits are 5 birds 
per day in Zone A and 2 birds per 
day in Zone B. Possession limits 
are twice the daily bag limit. 
Additional information can be 
found on the ruffed grouse page 
of the DNR website.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, 
CONTACT: Krista McGinley, As-
sistant Upland Wildlife Ecologist 
(608) 264-8963 or Sharon Fandel, 
Acting Upland Wildlife Ecologist 
(608) 261-8458

Public asked to report 
game bird brood 

observations
Outdoor enthusiasts and hunt-

ers can help the state monitor the 
brood production of a variety of 
game birds including pheasant, 
ruffed grouse, turkey, quail, gray 
partridge, prairie chicken and 
sharptailed grouse by reporting 
sightings to the state Department 
of Natural Resources.

State wildlife officials say brood 
sightings are an important mea-
sure of the reproductive suc-
cess.

“People often see game birds 
and their broods while they are 
out enjoying Wisconsin’s sum-
mertime,” said Brian Dhuey 
a DNR research scientist who 
monitors wildlife abundance and 
distribution across Wisconsin. 
“The public can help us monitor 
the reproductive success of these 
birds by reporting sightings on 
the Game Bird Brood Observa-

tion survey page of the DNR 
website.”

People interested in participat-
ing in this survey can find survey 
instructions and record their 
sightings online on the Game 
Bird Brood Observation survey. 
The survey period begins June 
13 and runs through August 21 
2010.

DNR is interested in the type 
of bird seen, the county it was 
seen in, the number of hens and 
chicks seen, and the activity 
people were engaged in and for 
how long when the observations 
were made. People can record 
observations at the end of every 
day, or for times when they do 
not have access to the Internet 
and would like to keep track of 
your observations, a tally sheet 
(pdf) has been provided to help 
record sightings.

Each summer, wildlife person-
nel around the state are asked 
to fill out ten-week brood obser-
vation reports. These 10-week 
brood surveys have been ongo-
ing for some species for more 
than 30 years. Ruffed grouse, 
gray partridge, and pheasant 
10-week brood surveys have 
been collected since 1970. Wild 
turkey was added to the 10-week 
brood survey in 1987. Prior to 
1970 department personnel did 
game bird brood observations 
for ruffed grouse and pheasants. 
Information gathered on game 
bird brood production is used by 
DNR for monitoring population 
indices, making fall hunting fore-
casts, and monitoring regional 
trends.

Questions about the Game Bird 
Brood Observation survey, ac-
cessing the tally sheet, reporting 
your observation, or the results 
of the survey, can be referred to 
Brian Dhuey at (608) 221-6342.

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CONTACT: Brian Dhuey (608) 
221-6342


