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intended to provide important 
breeding, nesting and resting 
habitat for waterfowl.

Planned work under the co-
operative agreement signed by 
Frank last week includes filling 
in agricultural ditches, removing 
drainage features, removing sed-
iment and building low berms 
and water control structures to 
create and regulate water levels 
and is done in cooperation with 
willing landowners.

“Putting Waterfowl Stamp 
funds ‘right back into the 
ground’, is a perfect application 
of the sporting publics’ dollars”, 
said Don Kirby, WWA’s Execu-
tive Director. “It’s partnerships 
like this one that provide critical 
assistance and support to efforts 
to restore and enhance wetland 
environments, on both public 
and private lands, throughout 
our great state.”

All projects are scheduled for 
completion in 2010. Counties 
where projects are located in-
clude Marquette, Dodge, Jef-
ferson, Manitowoc, Rock, Co-
lumbia, Oneida, Waushara, Wal-
worth, Green Lake, Washington 
and Fond du Lac.

The waterfowl stamp fund 
provides approximately $570,000 
annually. One-third of the rev-
enue is shared with Canadian 
conservation organizations for 
habitat work there since many 
migrating waterfowl that ap-
pear in Wisconsin are hatched 
in Canada.

For more information about the 
Wisconsin Waterfowl Association, 
and the wetland restoration work 
they do in the state of Wisconsin, 
see their website at: [www.wis-
ducks.org] (exit DNR).

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CONTACT: Ricky Lien (920) 892-
8756 ext 3045 or Michelle Kille 
(608) 266-7408

Annual survey indicates 
slight drop in Ruffed 
Grouse population

Three out of four regions show 
decrease

 Wisconsin’s ruffed grouse pop-
ulation appears to have deviated 
from its four-year rise, according 
to data that state wildlife man-
agers collected during the 2010 
spring drumming counts.

“Statewide, the ruffed grouse 
population decreased about 
5 percent between 2009 and 
2010,” said Sharon Fandel, Act-
ing Upland Wildlife Ecologist 
with the Department of Natural 
Resources.

“The southwest showed the 
greatest decrease in drumming 
activity over the last year with 
a 21 percent decrease,” Fandel 
said. “The central and north-
ern regions showed a slight 
decrease of 4 percent and 6 per-
cent, respectively, whereas the 
southeast region experienced 
a large increase of 60 percent 
more drums than in 2009. The 
southeast region contains the 
least amount of grouse cover in 
the state and minor increases in 
grouse drumming numbers can 
have a large influence on the 
drumming index.”

For reasons not well under-
stood, grouse populations cycle 
up and down over an 8- to 10-
year period. The previous high 
was in 1999, and it would appear 
that Wisconsin has reached the 
peak of the current grouse cycle. 

Biologists note that while the 5 
percent statewide decrease from 
last year ’s drumming survey 
results supports the idea that the 
ruffed grouse population may be 
on the downswing, the change is 
not statistically significant and 
may be due to random chance or 
smaller samples sizes represent-
ing a given area.

Ruffed grouse are one of Wis-
consin’s most popular upland 
game birds. Their characteristic 
“drumming” noise is readily 
recognized and is produced by 
males during the spring breed-
ing season. The male grouse will 
stand on drumming logs and 
rapidly beat their wings with 
the intention of attracting female 
grouse.

Ruffed grouse drumming sur-
veys are divided into four regions 
around the state. Each spring 
since 1964, wildlife biologists, 
wardens, foresters, members of 
the Ruffed Grouse Society, and 
other volunteers have driven 
survey routes, stopping to lis-
ten at predetermined locations 
for the unmistakable sound of 
drumming ruffed grouse. These 
drumming counts and observa-
tional data on breeding success 
are used to estimate grouse 
population changes.

“Ruffed grouse drumming 
surveys are helpful in tracking 
statewide population changes 
over the long term,” says Krista 
McGinley, Assistant Upland 
Wildlife Ecologist. “However, 
they are not good predictors 
of local harvest or hunting op-
portunities. The most successful 
hunters are usually those who 
spend the most time in the field 
and cover the most ground.”


