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of the loss of nearly 200,000 
acres of CRP grassland set aside 
in Wisconsin since 2007.

The 2010 total Wisconsin breed-
ing duck population estimate of 
386,501 is down 23 percent from 
2009 and is 12 percent below the 
long-term mean (37 years). With 
mallard and wood duck popula-
tion estimates similar to 2009 the 
decline in the total breeding duck 
estimate was heavily impacted 
by the decline in the blue-winged 
teal population estimate. If the 
current rainfall pattern continues 
improved wetland conditions 
should help to hold Wisconsin 
produced ducks into the fall and 
attract migrants from areas of the 
continent that experienced better 
breeding conditions.

“It is important to remember 
that wetlands are dynamic sys-
tems that experience wet and 
dry periods,” says Van Horn. 
“The dry years are important 
to the long term health of these 
habitats but can have significant 
short term impacts on wildlife 
associated with those habitats. 
As a result, wetland dependent 
wildlife such as ducks normally 
experience cycles of high and 
low populations. It is important 
to protect the wetlands and 
associated habitat during dry 
periods so that when the rains 
return so will the breeding duck 
numbers.”

Canada Geese
“There are two different popu-

lations of Canada geese that 
represent most of the geese in 
Wisconsin during the regular fall 
hunting season. The average over 
the last several years has shown 
the hunting harvest split roughly 
50:50 between these 2 popula-

tions during the regular hunting 
seasons,” Van Horn said.

One population, called resident 
giant Canada geese, nests in 
Wisconsin. The 2010 Wisconsin 
breeding Canada goose popula-
tion estimate of 165,853 is up 12 
percent from 2009 and is twice 
as high as the long-term (24-
year) mean. Factors that likely 
contributed to this increase in the 
resident Canada goose popula-
tion estimate include good pro-
duction in 2009, a low Wisconsin 
Canada goose harvest in fall 2009 
and an early spring in 2010.

“We expect an abundant Can-
ada goose population this fall, 
particularly for the Early Sep-
tember Canada goose season,” 
Van Horn said.

By federal rule, the Early Sep-
tember Canada goose season 
harvest must remain over 90 per-
cent giant Canada geese which 
nest in Wisconsin or adjacent 
states and it is scheduled early 
to target this population.

The second Canada goose pop-
ulation is the Mississippi Valley 
Population, which is made up of 
slightly smaller birds that nest 
along the coast of Hudson Bay 
in northern Ontario and migrate 
through Wisconsin and other 
Midwestern states. The breeding 
survey data are not yet available 
for this population but early in-
dications are that the breeding 
should be average to above aver-
age. This spring was one of the 
earliest years ever on the Hudson 
Bay coast and this normally has 
a positive impact on breeding ef-
fort and success for these Canada 
geese. Preliminary nest study 
data indicates that the number 
of nests observed was near aver-

age but that nest predation rates, 
primarily from gulls, were high 
this spring. The early spring may 
help to increase brood survival 
and in the end provide for aver-
age productivity for 2010.

“These preliminary numbers 
indicate a mix of conditions. We 
will not know for sure what this 
means for the waterfowl season 
structure until after the Missis-
sippi Flyway Council meeting at 
the end of July,” Van Horn said. 
“As we do each year, the public 
will have opportunities to pro-
vide input on waterfowl hunting 
season during our meetings and 
hearings. These public meetings 
are also a great opportunity to 
hear the latest on waterfowl 
management and population 
status. We’ll take the public input 
to the Natural Resources Board 
along with a season structure 
proposal for approval on August 
11th.”

The Mississippi Flyway Coun-
cil, which is made up of water-
fowl specialists from the states 
of Alabama, Arkansas, Illinois, 
Indiana, Iowa, Kentucky, Loui-
siana, Michigan, Minnesota, 
Mississippi, Missouri, Ohio, Ten-
nessee, and Wisconsin and the 
Canadian provinces of Mani-
toba, Ontario, and Saskatchewan 
within the Mississippi Waterfowl 
Flyway will meet later this sum-
mer to advise the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service (USFWS) on 
waterfowl conditions before 
the federal agency establishes a 
framework under which states 
and provinces can set waterfowl 
hunting seasons.

Following the flyway council 
meeting and after the USFWS 
sets a season framework, public 


