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be good overall. Precipitation 
and wetland habitats in North 
and South Dakota prairies for 
2010 were good to very good for 
most areas. Minnesota had dry 
conditions and below average 
wetland numbers similar to Wis-
consin. Breeding duck numbers 
for Minnesota are expected to 
be similar to last year and below 
average. In North and South 
Dakota breeding duck numbers 
and production should be aver-
age to good.

Despite better than normal win-
ter precipitation in Wisconsin, 
spring came early and was dry 
in many areas. At the time of the 
Wisconsin waterfowl survey, late 
April to early May, the state was 
very dry, particularly in northern 
Wisconsin where severe drought 
conditions exist and many lakes 
are at all time low water lev-
els. The long term drought in 
northern Wisconsin will require 
significant periods of above aver-
age precipitation to restore more 
normal water levels.

Across the state, spring 2010 
was drier than 2009 and drier 
than our long term average. Wet-
land numbers were 59 percent 
and 47 percent below the long 
term average in our two north-
ern survey regions. In the two 
southern survey regions wetland 
numbers were 37 percent and 
26 percent below the long term 
average.

“Following the survey in late 
May and early June we have 
had good rain and wetland con-
ditions improved across most 
of the state, particularly in the 
south,” says VanHorn. “Ducks 
that nested should have fair to 
good brood habitat in which 

to raise their young. However, 
it looks like some ducks went 
looking out of state for water, 
particularly blue-winged teal.”

The four most abundant ducks 
in Wisconsin’s fall hunting har-
vest are mallards, wood ducks, 
green-winged teal and blue-
winged teal. Van Horn notes that 
many of the ducks harvested in 
Wisconsin come from birds that 
breed in Wisconsin, in contrast 
to other states in the flyway that 
rely more heavily on birds raised 
in the prairies or boreal forests of 
Canada.

“These are population esti-
mates – not exact counts – so 
changes of near 20 percent up or 
down in the estimates each year 
may not reflect any real change 
in the actual population,” Van 
Horn said.

The 2010 total mallard popu-
lation estimate of 198, 242 is 
essentially unchanged from the 
200,497 estimate in 2009 and 
remains about 9 percent above 
the long-term average (37 year 
average). Mallards contribute to 
nearly 40 percent of the overall 
state duck harvest in Wisconsin. 
Overall the breeding population 
of mallards in Wisconsin appears 
to range between 200,000-250,000 
in recent years depending on 
annual wetland conditions. For 
2010 we should expect average 
production and fall mallard 
numbers.

The second most abundant 
duck in the fall harvest is the 
wood duck. In 2010, the popu-
lation estimate for wood ducks 
is 106,785 which is statistically 
similar to the 2009 estimate of 
113, 523. Because the Wiscon-
sin wood duck population has 

increased significantly from the 
early years of the survey the 2010 
population estimate remains 41 
percent higher than the long term 
average.

The 2010 blue-winged teal 
breeding population estimate of 
50,188 is a significant decrease 
from the 2009 estimate of 112,792 
and is well below the long term 
average. While conditions sug-
gest that a decline in the number 
of blue-winged teal breeding in 
Wisconsin for 2010 is real, biolo-
gists believe that the early spring 
reduced the ability of observers 
to see teal and exaggerated this 
low population estimate.

The decrease in the Wiscon-
sin estimate of breeding blue-
winged teal is in contrast to the 
previous 6 years when Wisconsin 
breeding population estimates 
were above 100,000. It is also in 
contrast to the continental blue-
winged teal population which 
has been near historic high popu-
lations at over 6 million breeding 
blue-winged teal from 2007-09. 
Blue-winged teal are known to 
move around the continent in 
order to find the best water for 
breeding and a dry Wisconsin in 
the spring of 2010 offered poor 
habitat. Biologists also continue 
to be concerned over the lack of 
secure grassland nesting cover 
important to this duck species, 
particularly in light 


