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2 p.m. CDT on Thursday, June 
3 at Cedar Shore Resort in Oa-
coma. 

Texas
Parasite suspected in 
Minor Dove Die-offs

Avian trichomoniasis, a nat-
urally-occurring parasite, is 
the likely cause of minor dove 
die-offs observed recently from 
South Texas to the Panhandle, 
suggest Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department biologists.

“It’s a fairly common occur-
rence, but folks should be aware 
of it,” said Corey Mason, TPWD 
dove program leader.

Trichomonas gallinae is a single 
cell protozoan common in na-
ture that circulates within bird 
populations. Trichomoniasis is 
considered by many avian dis-
ease specialists to be the most im-
portant disease of doves in North 
America. Outbreaks at bird feed-
ing stations and similar locations 
reported to the National Wildlife 
Health Center have occurred 
from coast-to-coast within the 
United States.

Epizootics due to T. gallinae 
can happen year-round, but most 
outbreaks have been reported 
during late spring, summer and 
fall. Because oral lesions often af-
fect the ability of the bird to feed, 
infected birds lose weight, ap-
pear listless, and stand grouped 
together.

Avian trichomoniasis poses no 
human health risks; however, 
precautions should always be 
taken when handling sick or 
dead birds.

Mason said because this para-
site is transmitted through cross-

feeding and bill contact, impacts 
to dove populations can be mini-
mized by taking precautionary 
measures, including removal 
of dead birds and temporary 
removal of artificial water and 
feed or routine cleaning of arti-
ficial watering areas and replen-
ishing bird feeders with fresh 
feed daily. Platforms and other 
surfaces where feed may collect, 
including the area under feeders, 
should be frequently decontami-
nated with 10 percent solution of 
household bleach in water.

Wisconsin
Low spring waterfowl 
numbers in Wisconsin 

reflect drought conditions
Breeding duck numbers are 

lower than average for 2010 in 
Wisconsin due to severe drought 
conditions across northern Wis-
consin and fewer seasonal wet-
lands observed in southern Wis-
consin, according to waterfowl 
biologists.

“Year to year local and regional 
variations in wetland habitat 
and breeding ducks is part of 
the natural cycle in the world 
of wetland wildlife,” said Kent 
VanHorn, Department of Natural 
Resources migratory waterfowl 
biologist.

“There has been less seasonal 
wetland habitat available in Wis-
consin during our 2009 and 2010 
surveys, but that’s balanced by 
more wetland nationwide during 
the same period in the prairies 
of the United States. Since ducks 
are migratory birds they have 
learned to move to the water 
and adapt to annual differences 
in breeding conditions.”

indicators of breeding 
conditions

Three primary sources of in-
formation on yearly waterfowl 
breeding conditions are used 
to determine the fall season 
structure for Wisconsin. So far, 
wildlife managers only have 
data from the Wisconsin-based 
survey.

“We’ve completed the annual 
Wisconsin Breeding Waterfowl 
Survey, which is very important 
since a large proportion of the 
ducks harvested in Wisconsin are 
raised in Wisconsin,” Van Horn 
said. The survey is available on 
the waterfowl surveys page of 
the DNR website.

A cooperative survey of Cana-
da geese, the Mississippi Valley 
Population (MVP) Breeding 
Survey organized by the Ontario 
Ministry of Natural Resources, 
has been completed but results 
are not yet available.

The final piece is the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service breeding 
waterfowl survey for the north-
ern United States, Canada and 
Alaska. That information is ex-
pected in the next few weeks and 
will form the framework for the 
2010 fall hunting seasons. Only 
preliminary rainfall data is avail-
able at this time.

The full results of the 2010 
Wisconsin Waterfowl Breeding 
Population Survey will be posted 
on the Waterfowl in Wisconsin 
page of the DNR website later 
in the week.

Ducks
Waterfowl breeding areas in 

parkland and prairie Canada this 
spring had fair to very good con-
ditions with smaller areas of poor 
habitat. Breeding is expected to 


