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Commission voted to increase 
the number of tags available for 
the East River Prairie Turkey 
Unit by 625. There will be 1,670 
one-tag and 2,230 two-tag “any 
turkey” licenses available for 
residents. In addition, Deuel and 
Moody Counties will be opened 
to hunting during the Fall Wild 
Turkey Hunting Season.   The 
West River Prairie Unit licenses 
will remain unlimited two-tag 
“any turkey” licenses to both 
residents and nonresidents, 
while the Black Hills Unit will 
have 5,000 resident and 400 non-
resident one-tag “any turkey” 
licenses. In addition, Stanley 
County was added to the West 
River Prairie Unit.

The Commission also finalized 
the 2010 Youth Waterfowl Hunt-
ing Season. The statewide season 
will run Sept. 18-19 with a daily 
and possession limit the same as 
regular duck and goose seasons.   
The Youth Waterfowl Hunting 
Season is for residents and non-
residents who have not reached 
the age of 16 by the first day of 
the hunting season. Each youth 
hunter must be accompanied by 
an adult while hunting and the 
youth hunter must be properly 
licensed to hunt waterfowl in the 
state, unless participating under 
a mentored hunt scenario.   Hunt-
ers in South Dakota will be able 
to harvest a sage grouse in 2010 
as the Commission also finalized 
the 2010 Sage Grouse Hunting 
Season.   The season will be Sept 
29-30 and will run on all public 
lands and privately leased Walk-
In Area lands in Harding County 
and west of U.S Highway 85 in 
Butte County.   The season limit 
is one sage grouse per hunter. 

Captive Quail 
Requirements and Private 

Shooting Preserve Bird 
Transportation Rules 

Changed 
The South Dakota Game, Fish 

and Parks Commission added 
quail to the list of exempt birds 
that do not have to be marked 
when being raised in captivity.   
The exemption does not ap-
ply to hunting preserves.   The 
Commission also voted to allow 
wildlife processors to process 
game preserve harvested birds 
in a vacuum sealed package, 
with only the kill tag inside the 
package for bird identification.   
A wildlife processing facility is 
defined as any person or entity 
that has a South Dakota sales 
tax license to operate a business 
that receives, possesses, or has 
in custody any wild animal, as 
defined in SDCL 41-1-1, belong-
ing to another person for pick-
ing, skinning, cleaning, freezing, 
processing or storing.   

South Dakota Will Allow 
August Canada Geese 

Hunting   
 In an effort to control crop 

depredation by Canada geese, 
the South Dakota Game Fish and 
Parks Commission has decided 
to allow hunters to participate 
in an August Canada Goose Take 
Season this year.   The season 
will be held in 15 counties of 32.   
The August Canada Goose Take 
Season will be held in Brookings, 
Clark, Codington, Day, Deuel, 
Hamlin, Grant; Kingsbury, Lake, 
McCook, Marshall, Miner, Min-
nehaha, Moody and Roberts 
counties.    Hunters participating 

in the special August season will 
not need the Federal Migratory 
Bird Stamp, but all other restric-
tions are the same as those in ef-
fect for the Early Fall and Regular 
Canada Goose seasons. 

Proposed Change to 
Preserve Bird Tagging 

Requirements   
The South Dakota Game Fish 

and Parks Commission is pro-
posing changes to the bird tag-
ging requirements on shooting 
preserves.   The current rule 
would be amended to allow re-
moval of heads, legs and plum-
age from birds harvested on 
licensed preserves.   Because 
licensed shooting preserves are 
considered wildlife processing 
facilities, they are subject to 
record-keeping requirements 
for processing activities. The 
record-keeping should alleviate 
any concerns about identifying 
the sex of birds after processing.   
The Commission is also propos-
ing to add quail to the list of birds 
excluded from the identification-
marking requirement.   Residents 
who would like to provide writ-
ten comments on the preserve 
proposal may do so until 5 p.m. 
Wednesday, June 2. Comments 
may be mailed to Game, Fish 
and Parks Commission, 523 E. 
Capitol Ave., Pierre, SD, 57501, 
or e-mailed to wildinfo@state.
sd.us . All comments must have 
the senders’ full names and ad-
dresses in order to be included 
in the public record.   Comments 
may also be presented in person 
during the GFP Commission 
public hearing, which is sched-
uled for 


