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For online information on the 
federal duck and wetland report, 
visit flyways.us.

North Dakota
Small Game Upland 

Species
Hungarian Partridge, Mourn-

ing Dove, Pinnated Grouse 
(Prairie Chicken), Ring-Necked 
Pheasant, Ruffed Grouse, San-
dhill Crane, Sharp-Tailed Grouse, 
Snipe, Woodcock, Tree Squirrel, 
Wild Turkey

2010 Season Opening Dates: 
    * Early Canada Goose: August 

15 - September 15 - Also requires 
a  federal migratory bird hunt-
ing (duck) stamp for those older 
than age 16.  Although Canada 
geese are not upland game they 
are included here because early 
Canada goose season regulations 
are contained in the small game 
hunting regulations.

    * Mourning Dove: September 
1 - October 30 - (tentative).

    * Sharptail, Hun, Ruffed 
Grouse & Squirrel: September 11 
- January 2, 2011 - (tentative).

    * Sandhill Crane: Special per-
mit required - See ** below.

          o Unit 1: September 18 - 
November 14 - (tentative).

          o Unit 2: September 18 - 
October 24 - (tentative).

    * Youth Pheasant Season: Oc-
tober 2 and 3 - (tentative).

    * Pheasant: October 9 - Janu-
ary 2, 2011 - (tentative).

SoUth Dakota
GFP Using Different tools 
to help Control resident 

Canada Geese   
It wasn’t so long ago that Cana-

da geese in South Dakota were an 
uncommon – if not rare – sight. 
That is no longer the case.   With 
the influx of water in eastern 
South Dakota, combined with in-
creasingly effective agricultural 
practices and goose restoration 
efforts, Canada geese have made 
a remarkable comeback in the 
state. In fact, the impact on crops 
from a large number of geese in 
some places is problem.   “There 
are many areas in eastern South 
Dakota where farmers are deal-
ing with crop losses due to resi-
dent Canada geese,” said South 
Dakota Game Fish and Parks 
Wildlife Damage Program Ad-
ministrator Keith Fisk.  “We are 
using several methods to allevi-
ate crop depredation concerns, 
and we’re trying to reduce the 
resident Canada goose popula-
tion to Fisk said GFP can use a 
Special Canada Goose Permit 
from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service to ease crop losses.  That 
nest work has been completed 
on 937 nests over 49 locations in 
eastern South Dakota, he said.   
However, Fisk said goose dep-
redation will still be a problem 
because of favorable nesting 
conditions this year. GFP is pre-
paring for a challenging goose 
depredation season in the eastern 
part of the state, he added.   “We 
use several different methods to 
mitigate depredation problems,” 
he said. “The nest work our field 
staff completed is just a small 
part of our overall management 
plan. GFP has had a long work-
ing relationship with producers 

to assist them with limiting crop 
depredation.”   GFP has hired 15 
interns and seasonal employees 
and two more permanent em-
ployees to help wildlife damage 
specialists with goose depreda-
tion in eastern South Dakota. 
They will use electric fencing, 
hazing techniques, food plot 
contracts and vegetation barri-
ers – such as buffer strips – to 
help stop or lessen depredation.   
“The Department will also use 
many shoreline areas on Game 
Production Areas and Waterfowl 
Production Areas for loafing and 
feeding, as well as supplemental 
feeding of shelled corn in those 
areas, to attract resident geese 
to public lands and away from 
private lands,” Fisk said.   Hunt-
ers also can play a key role in 
controlling the goose population 
by taking advantage of early 
goose seasons, he said.   The 
GFP Commission recently ap-
proved an August Management 
Take Canada Goose Season, from 
Aug. 14-29. The special season 
allows hunters daily limits of 
eight Canada geese. GFP officials 
hope the August season, com-
bined with a potential increased 
limit of eight geese daily for the 
early September season and a 
potential limit increase in the 
regular goose season, will cut 
the resident goose population to 
a more manageable level. 

Sage Grouse and Youth 
Waterfowl hunting 
Seasons Finalized  

Fall turkey hunters in South 
Dakota will not only have more 
tags available for the upcom-
ing season, they will have more 
places to hunt as well.   The South 
Dakota Game, Fish and Parks 


