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of a new law that took effect 
Jan. 1, 2010, and was modified 
during this year ’s legislative 
session. The nonresident ATV 
State Trail Pass does not need to 
be displayed on the machine but 
must be available for inspection 
when requested by an officer.The 
pass is not required if:

    * The machine is registered 
in Minnesota.

    * The vehicle is operated on 
a portion of an ATV trail that is 
owned by the driver or the driv-
er’s spouse, child, or parent.

ATV operators can purchase 
one-year nonresident ATV trail 
passes ($21) any of four ways:

    * Online at www.mndnr.gov 
and click on “buy a license.”

    * By phone (credit card only) 
by calling 888-665-4236, 24 hours 
a day, seven days a week; there 
is a $3.50 convenience fee per 
transaction.

    * In person by visiting any 
one of more than 1,500 DNR 
Electronic License System (ELS) 
locations throughout Minnesota 
(the same vendors who sell hunt-
ing and fishing licenses). Loca-
tions are listed online.

    * DNR License Center, 500 
Lafayette Road, St. Paul.

OHV trail maps, ELS vendor lo-
cations, and other informational 
items are available online or by 
calling the DNR Information 
Center at 651-296-6157 or toll-
free 888-646-6367 between 8 a.m. 
and 4:30 p.m. Monday through 
Friday.

Montana
Duck numbers looking 

Good for fall
With the duck factories of 

North America still producing 
healthy populations of water-
fowl, hunters have something to 
look forward to this fall.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice recently released its report 
on breeding ducks and wet-
land conditions from the annual 
spring survey.   This year, the 
population of 10 primary spe-
cies of ducks on the traditional 
survey areas was 40.9 million, 
similar to the total in 2009.   The 
good news is that this number 
remains 21 percent above the 
long-term average that stretches 
back more than 50 years.

“The fact that the high duck 
numbers have been maintained 
for yet another year is good 
news,” said Jim Hansen, the 
Central Flyway coordinator for 
Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks 
in Billings.   “Parts of Montana 
were quite dry early, but recent 
rains have helped in some ar-
eas, and there should be good 
numbers of ducks coming out 
of Canada.”

Among the ducks important 
to Montana,   mallards, the most 
sought-after species in the state, 
were at 8.4 million, similar to 
last year and 12 percent above 
the long-term average.   Gadwall 
numbers were also similar to 
last year and 67 percent above 
the long-term average, while 
wigeon numbers were similar to 
2009 and the long-term average.   
Numbers of pintails and scaup 
were steady but remained below 
the long-term average.   Canada 
goose numbers for Montana 

hunters are likely to be similar 
to last year.  

Overall pond numbers for Prai-
rie Canada and the north-central 
U.S. were similar to last year and 
34 percent above the long-term 
average.   Some of the wettest 
areas were the eastern Dakotas.   
Parts of Alberta and Saskatch-
ewan, significant contributors 
of ducks to Montana, were dry 
when the early migrants arrived 
in April, but southern Saskatch-
ewan pond numbers were still 21 
percent above average.

“One highlight that will help 
this year’s production, and is 
sure to affect next year’s duck 
production, is that much of 
Saskatchewan had tremendous 
rains in May and June, with some 
areas getting over 12 inches.”

Hansen cautioned that the 
loss of wetlands, and the loss of 
nesting cover from Conservation 
Reserve Program land coming 
out of the program, will con-
tinue to affect duck populations 
over the next few years. The fall 
flight of ducks overall will likely 
be similar to last year, but hunt-
ing success will be influenced, 
as always, by weather and local 
habitat conditions.

The framework for federal 
waterfowl regulations are es-
tablished in August. Montana’s 
proposed waterfowl regulations 
will be presented to the FWP 
Commission on Aug. 5, with 
final regulations adopted via an 
Aug. 31 conference call.   


