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Blue-winged teal numbers 
remained 36 percent below the 
recent 10-year average and 40 
percent below the long-term 
average.

“Blue-winged teal numbers 
have been below average for the 
past six years in Minnesota,” 
Cordts said. “Continental teal 
populations are doing very well, 
so it may relate to conditions 
specific to Minnesota.”

Breeding blue-wings tend to re-
spond favorably to areas with an 
abundance of very shallow, sea-
sonally flooded wetlands. “We 
don’t have sufficient amounts 
of this type of wetland habitat 
remaining in the prairie regions 
of Minnesota,” Cordts said.

The combined populations of 
other ducks, such as wood ducks, 
ring-necked ducks, gadwalls, 
northern shovelers, canvasbacks 
and redheads, was 157,000, 
which is 12 percent below the 
long-term average.

The estimated number of wet-
lands (Types II-V) was 270,000, 
down 15 percent from last year 
but near the long-term average 
of 250,000.

“Wetland habitat conditions 
were actually somewhat dry at 
the beginning of the survey in 
early May, but improved with 
rain events beginning in mid-
May,” Cordts said. “While this 
is usually favorable for sum-
mer brood-rearing conditions, 
the drier conditions in April 
likely did not attract additional 
breeding ducks to settle in Min-
nesota.”

The same waterfowl survey has 
been conducted each May since 
1968 to provide an annual index 

of breeding duck abundance. 
The survey is funded by hunt-
ing license dollars. The survey 
covers about 40 percent of the 
state that includes much of the 
best remaining duck breeding 
habitat in Minnesota. A DNR 
waterfowl biologist and pilot 
count all waterfowl and wet-
lands along established survey 
routes by flying low-level aerial 
surveys from a fixed-wing plane. 
The survey is timed to begin in 
early May to coincide with peak 
nesting activity of mallards. The 
U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
provides ground crews that also 
count waterfowl along some of 
the same survey routes. This data 
is used to correct for birds not 
seen by the aerial crew. 

Canada Geese
Since 2001, the DNR has con-

ducted a helicopter survey of 
nesting Canada geese in April. 
The survey, which includes most 
of the state except for the Twin 
Cities metropolitan area, counts 
Canada geese on randomly se-
lected plots located in prairie, 
transition and forested areas.

“The number of breeding Can-
ada geese has been relatively 
stable statewide for the past 
10 years,” said DNR biologist 
Dave Rave. “Because of the early 
spring this year and very favor-
able nesting conditions, goose 
production should be excellent. 
Most managers have been re-
porting good numbers of goose 
broods so far this summer, which 
should provide plenty of hunting 
opportunity this fall.”  

The waterfowl report can be 
viewed online at www.mndnr.
gov/hunting/waterfowl.

DNR will announce this fall’s 
waterfowl hunting regulations 
in early August.

Apply now for prairie 
chicken hunts

Hunters who wish to apply 
for one of 186 permits for the 
2010 Minnesota prairie chicken 
season must do so by Friday, 
July 30, according to the Min-
nesota Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR). Applications 
are available wherever hunting 
and fishing licenses are sold.

Application materials and maps 
of permit areas for both hunts are 
available on the DNR website at 
www.mndnr.gov.hunting/. Win-
ners will be notified by mail by 
mid-September.

Application must be made at 
any DNR license agent, by phone 
or online. Online and phone op-
tions offer 24-hour-a-day service 
at www.mndnr.gov/buyalicense 
or 888-665-4236.

The five-day prairie chicken 
season, which will begin on Sat-
urday, Oct. 23, is open to Minne-
sota residents only. Hunters will 
be charged a $4 application fee 
and may apply individually or in 
groups up to four. Prairie chicken 
licenses cost $20. The hunt con-
cludes Wednesday, Oct. 27.

New law requires 
nonresidents to purchase 

ATV trail passes
All-terrain vehicle (ATV) op-

erators who are not Minnesota 
residents must possess a trail 
pass when riding on state or 
grant-in-aid trails, as the result 


