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hardwoods were similar to last 
year’s counts.

Minnesota frequently is the na-
tion’s top ruffed grouse produc-
er. On average, 115,000 hunters 
harvest 545,000 ruffed grouse in 
Minnesota each year, also mak-
ing it the state’s most popular 
game bird. During the peak years 
of 1971 and 1989, hunters har-
vested more than 1 million ruffed 
grouse. Michigan and Wisconsin, 
which frequently field more 
hunters than Minnesota, round 
out the top three states in ruffed 
grouse harvest.

One reason for the Minnesota’s 
status as a top grouse producer is 
an abundance of aspen and other 
ruffed grouse habitat, much of 
it located on county, state and 
national forests, where public 
hunting is allowed. An estimated 
11.5 million of the state’s 16.3 
million acres of forest are grouse 
habitat.

For the past 60 years, DNR bi-
ologists have monitored ruffed 
grouse populations. This year,

DNR staff and cooperators 
from 15 organizations surveyed 
125 routes across the state.

Sharp-tailed counts 
DOWN slightly

Sharp-tailed grouse counts in 
the northwest survey region de-
creased approximately 5 percent 
between 2009 and 2010, Larson 
said. Counts in the east-central 
region declined approximately 1 
percent. Observers look for male 
sharptails displaying on tradi-
tional mating areas, called leks 
or dancing grounds. This year’s 
statewide average of 10.7 grouse 
counted per dancing ground was 
similar to counts during 2003 to 
2007 and the long-term average 

since 1980. Last year’s average 
of 13.6 was as high as during 
any year since 1980. During the 
past 25 years, the sharp-tailed 
grouse index has been as low as 
seven birds counted per dancing 
ground.

Overall, sharptail populations 
appear to have declined over the 
long term as a result of habitat 
deterioration. In recent years, the 
DNR has increased prescribed 
burning and shearing that keep 
trees from overtaking the open 
brush lands that sharp-tailed 
grouse need to thrive.

The DNR’s 2010 grouse survey 
report, which contains informa-
tion on ruffed grouse and sharp-
tailed grouse, will be available 
soon online at www.mndnr.gov/
hunting/grouse.

State’s breeding duck, 
goose numbers unchanged 

from last year
Minnesota’ s 2010 breeding 

duck and goose populations are 
similar to last year, according to 
the results of the Minnesota De-
partment of Natural Resources’ 
(DNR) spring waterfowl sur-
vey.

The state’s estimated breeding 
duck population was 531,000 
compared with last year’s es-
timate of 541,000. This year’s 
estimate is 15 percent less than 
the long-term average of 624,000 
breeding ducks. The Canada 
goose population was estimated 
at 311,000, similar to last year’s 
estimate of 285,000. The number 
of breeding Canada geese has 
been relatively stable the past 
10 years.

Minnesota’s spring breed-
ing population of waterfowl 
is influenced each year by the 
quantity and quality of the state’s 
wetlands as well as habitat con-
ditions in states and provinces 
to the north and west. Data on 
breeding duck numbers across 
other regions of North America is 
not yet available, but preliminary 
reports suggest good to excel-
lent wetland habitat conditions 
in the Dakotas and portions of 
southern Canada.

Although breeding duck num-
bers were similar to last year, 
the goal in the DNR’s statewide 
Duck Recovery Plan is to attract 
and hold a breeding population 
of 1 million ducks. “This will 
require that the DNR and all of 
our conservation partners stay 
focused on the long-term effort 
to restore the additional habitat 
that is needed to accomplish this 
goal,” said Dennis Simon, DNR 
wildlife section chief.

Steve Cordts, DNR waterfowl 
specialist, said this year’s survey 
results showed no significant 
changes from last year. The main 
indices of breeding duck abun-
dance - mallard, blue-winged 
teal, and total ducks - were sta-
tistically the same. The index of 
wetland habitat abundance was 
very similar to last year.

This year’s mallard breeding 
population was estimated at 
242,000, which was unchanged 
from last year ’s estimate of 
236,000 breeding mallards, 15 
percent below the recent 10-year 
average and 8 percent above the 
long-term average.

The blue-winged teal popula-
tion was 132,000 this year com-
pared with 135,000 in 2009.


