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The six special-opportunity 
dove fields are:

    * Allapattah Flats WMA in 
Martin County,

    * Caravelle Ranch (Putnam 
County),

    * Combs Farm Public Small-
game Hunting Area (PSGHA) 
(Baker County),

    * Hilochee WMA (Lake 
County),

    * North Newberry PSGHA 
(Alachua County) and

    * Frog Pond (Miami-Dade 
County). 

Dove hunting opportunities 
are in high demand, and these 
special hunts provide the perfect 
social setting for friends and fam-
ily to hunt together.  And hunters 
who purchase these season-long 
permits save more than half the 
cost of buying individual daily 
dove permits for the season.

Daily dove permits cost $35 and 
enable one adult and one youth 
(under age 16) to hunt together 
on one half-day hunt but allow 
only one bag limit of birds be-
tween the two hunters.  Applica-
tions for daily dove permits will 
be accepted Aug. 24 - Sept. 7.

For more information on these 
great public land dove hunting 
opportunities, click on MyFWC.
com/Dove.

Iowa
Rule allowing Pheasant 
Stocking Begins July 1

A new rule will begin on July 1, 
allowing individuals to release 
pen reared Chinese ring-necked 
pheasants on their own land 
from hatcheries approved by 
the Iowa Department of Natural 
Resources. The law does not al-

low for the release of pen reared 
pheasants on land not owned or 
rented by the person releasing 
the birds.

The law was approved by the 
Iowa Legislature during the 2010 
session in response to record low 
pheasant numbers.

“Research shows that pen 
raised birds have a history of 
poor survival so it is important 
to put these birds where there 
is good habitat available to give 
them a chance,” said Dale Gar-
ner, chief of the DNR’s Wildlife 
Bureau. “The state released birds 
years ago into vacant habitat 
and although our numbers are 
low now, we still have wild 
birds in all 99 counties and they 
will repopulate if there is good 
weather and good habitat. Un-
fortunately, right now, we don’t 
have either.”

Garner said there are a few 
things to keep in mind when 
looking for birds to stock. First, 
only get birds that are healthy 
from an approved hatchery. 
“We want to make sure that the 
birds being stocked are free from 
disease and we don’t want birds 
with poor genetics to breed with 
wild birds,” Garner said.

Approved hatcheries in Iowa 
are Hoovers Hatchery, Inc., 
in Rudd, Murray McMurray 
Hatchery, Inc., in Webster City, 
and Malloy Gamebirds, in State 
Center.

“Putting good quality habitat 
on the ground will do more 
down the road for the future of 
pheasant hunting. We have been 
losing habitat at an alarming 
rate which has concentrated the 
pheasants in marginal areas like 
ditches and near streams, which 

are prone to spring flooding 
right during the nesting season. 
If people really want pheasants, 
putting more land in high qual-
ity CRP would be a good place 
to start,” Garner said.

2010 High School 
State Trap Shoot 
Championships

It’s the state championships. 
You step up to the line, take a 
deep breath and concentrate. It’s 
good advice as you cradle the 
ball for that last second foul shot 
in basketball... or position your 
shotgun during the final round 
shootoff on the trap shooting 
range.

More than 500 Iowa high 
schoolers took their best shots 
this month at the 2010 state high 
school trapshooting champion-
ships, near Cedar Falls. “In the 
last three years, we’ve been 
growing about 100 competitors a 
year,” notes Ben Berka, shooting 
sports coordinator with the De-
partment of Natural Resources. 
“We see a ‘cluster’ effect. One 
school starts; then another wants 
it.”

The stae finals are the culmina-
tion of a two-month competitive 
program, which saw 130 differ-
ent matches across Iowa. Each 
fielded from 20 to 250 young 
shooters. Results are displayed 
online, so every shooter knows 
who to beat, when he-or she-
gets to state. This year, more 
than 70 girls toed the 16 and 
19 yard shooting lines at state. 
They joined about 465 boys at 
the nearly mile-long trap range, 
north of Cedar Falls.


