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State News

ArizoNA
Shooting range program 

aims to meet growing 
demand

Public shooting ranges provide 
safe shooting environment, posi-
tive impact on local economies, 
and major funding source for 
wildlife conservation

The demand for public shoot-
ing ranges in Arizona continues 
to increase at a pace to match 
recreational shooting demand 
and gun ownership, based on 
a March poll and recent report 
issued by the National Shooting 
Sports Foundation (NSSF).

The report identifies that in 
2009, Arizona businesses related 
to the firearms and ammunition 
industry provided 5,234 jobs, 
up 25 percent from 2008; paid 
$51 million in state taxes, up 221 
percent; and contributed more 
than $738 million into the state’s 
economy, up 59 percent.

A March 2010 NSSF/Harris 
poll further supports the need for 
shooting ranges, identifying that 
2.5 million more Americans na-
tionally are target shooting now 
than were six months earlier. 
Additionally, 43 percent polled 
(representing nearly 98 million 
people) had some interest in try-
ing shooting sports or hunting.

“When the firearm industry 
and firearm ownership grows, 
so does the demand for a place to 
shoot, and that’s where we come 
in,” said Jay Cook, shooting 
ranges branch chief of the Arizo-

na Game and Fish Department. 
“Our shooting range program is 
committed to assuring that the 
public has a safe, controlled, and 
convenient place to shoot their 
firearms.”

Public shooting ranges provide 
more than a safe place to shoot; 
many of them are destinations 
and economic contributors to 
local communities.

“Recreational shooting has a 
positive impact on local com-
munities in our state. In addition 
to buying firearms and ammuni-
tion, shooters spend their hard-
earned dollars at local businesses 
buying gas, food, refreshments, 
shooting supplies, lodging, din-
ing and much more,” added 
Cook. “Recreational shooting is 
good for business in Arizona.”

California
DFG Completes 2010 
Waterfowl Breeding 
Population Survey  

The Department of Fish and 
Game (DFG) has completed its 
2010 waterfowl breeding popula-
tion  survey. The resulting data 
show that the overall number 
of breeding ducks has increased 
since last  year, with the number 
of mallards - the most abundant 
duck breeding in the state - in-
creasing 22  percent from last 
year.  “Abundant late spring 
precipitation this year resulted 
in improved habitat conditions 
in many areas,”  said DFG’s 
Waterfowl Program biologist 
Shaun Oldenburger. “We ex-

pect average-to-good waterfowl  
production in many parts of the 
state, which will likely translate 
into improved early season hunt-
ing.”  The total number of ducks 
(all species combined) increased 
from 510,800 last year to 541,300 
this  year. This estimate is 9 per-
cent below the long-term aver-
age. The breeding population of 
mallards  increased from 302,000 
in 2009 to 367,900 this year. Mal-
lard numbers are close to their 
long-term  average.  DFG biolo-
gists and pilots have conducted 
this annual survey using fixed-
wing aircraft since 1955. The  
California Waterfowl Associa-
tion assists DFG by surveying a 
sample of transects by helicopter. 
The  survey covers the majority 
of the suitable waterfowl nesting 
habitat in the state, including 
wetland and  agricultural habi-
tats in northeastern California, 
Central Valley, Suisun Marsh and 
Napa-Sonoma  Marshes.  The 
majority of California’s winter-
ing duck population originates 
from breeding areas surveyed 
by  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
(USFWS) in Alaska and Canada, 
but these results will not be avail-
able  until July. DFG survey infor-
mation, along with similar data 
from other Pacific Flyway states, 
is used by  the USFWS and the 
Flyway Council in setting regu-
lation frameworks for the Pacific 
Flyway, including  California.  
The federal regulation frame-
works specify the outside dates, 
maximum season lengths and 
maximum  bag limits. Once DFG 
receives the USFWS estimates 
and the frameworks for water-
fowl hunting  regulations, DFG 
will make a recommendation to 
the Fish and Game Commission 


