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mented that the drug cartels are 
illegally smuggling fully auto-
matic firearms, grenades and 
other weapons into Mexico from 
South and Central America. Such 
items are not being purchased 
at retail firearms stores in the 
United States.

“Even more, investigations 
and regulatory compliance in-
spections by the Bureau of Al-
cohol, Tobacco, Firearms and 
Explosives (ATF) into firearms 
trafficking along the Southwest 
border have confirmed that fire-
arms retailers are law-abiding 
businessmen and women who 
are playing a key role in detect-
ing and deterring illegal pur-
chases of firearms. As part of a 
Project Gun Runner Impact Team 
firearms trafficking operation, 
more than 1100 firearms retailers 
were inspected by ATF. Of these 
inspections only one retailer li-
cense was revoked. One.

“Members of the firearms 
industry take seriously the crimi-
nal acquisition and misuse of 
their products. This is why our 
industry supports the South-
west Border Violence Reduction 
Act of 2009, sponsored by Sen. 
Bingaman (D-NM) and Rep. 
Ciro Rodriguez (D-TX), and will 
continue to work cooperatively 
with law enforcement. For nearly 
a decade our industry has part-
nered with the ATF in a national 
campaign called Don’t Lie for the 
Other Guy that makes the public 
aware that it is a serious crime 
to illegally straw purchase a 
firearm. The program also helps 
ATF to educate firearms retailers 
to be better able to detect and 
prevent illegal straw purchases. 
It is our hope that Don’t Lie will 
once again receive grant funding 
from the Department of Justice – 

a move that would allow NSSF 
and ATF to further expand this 
worthwhile program. For the last 
year, Don’t Lie has been financed 
entirely by members of the fire-
arms industry.

“Again, we applaud Presi-
dent Calderon for taking steps 
to stop the cartels when past 
Mexican administrations paid 
only lip service and allowed 
rampant corruption to fester. 
Still, it is wrong for anyone to 
blame the Second Amendment 
and America’s firearms industry 
for the problems Mexico is cur-
rently facing.

“Sacrificing the constitutional 
rights of law-abiding Americans 
will not make Mexico safer – 
especially when the sacrifice 
is rooted in unfounded allega-
tions and hyperbole. President 
Calderon would be doing both 
his country and ours a favor if 
instead of pushing for already 
failed crime-control measures, 
he used his time in the United 
States to call for proven methods 
to combat criminal acts, such as 
putting more cops on the street 
and more prosecutors in the 
court rooms.”.

What is a “straw 
purchase?”

A straw purchase is when 
a buyer uses an intermediary 
(the “straw man”) to purchase 
a firearm(s) from a licensed 
firearms dealer. The purpose 
is to hide the true identity of 
the actual purchaser of the 
firearm(s). Straw purchases are 
a felony violation of the Gun 
Control Act of 1968 for both the 
straw purchaser (who can be 

charged with lying on Federal 
Form 4473) and the actual pos-
sessor. Frequently, the actual 
purchaser is a prohibited per-
son under federal law.

If a straw purchase 
has occurred, does that 

indicate illegality on 
the part of the dealer?

No. While firearms deal-
ers are trained by ATF to de-
tect suspicious behavior that 
may indicate a possible straw 
purchase, it is often difficult 
for the dealer to know if the 
person standing before him at 
the retail counter is a legitimate 
purchaser or acting as a straw 
purchaser (willing to lie on the 
Form 4473 in order to obtain 
the firearm). It is possible for 
a straw purchaser to lie on the 
Form 4473, pass the mandatory 
background NICS check and 
obtain the firearm without any 
knowledge or complicity on 
the part of the licensed dealer. 
While the purchase may have 
been a criminal act, it does not 
mean the sale by the dealer was 
also illegal or that the dealer is 
corrupt.

Complicating matters, it is 
perfectly legal for one person to 
purchase a firearm as a gift for 
another person. For example, a 
grandfather for his grandson or 
a husband for his wife.


