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President Stephen L. Sanetti. 
“All law-abiding Americans, no 
matter whether they live in a 
big city like Chicago or in rural 
Wyoming, have the same Second 
Amendment right to keep and 
bear arms. Constitutional rights 
don’t stop at state or city borders. 
Cities like Chicago and New York 
and states like California must 
now respect the Second Amend-
ment.”

The case before the Court, 
McDonald v. City of Chicago, was 
filed in 2008 a day after the Su-
preme Court’s landmark decision 
in District of Columbia v. Heller 
-- in which the high court reaf-
firmed that the Second Amend-
ment protects an “individual” 
right to keep and bear arms. The 
Heller decision, however, did not 
reach the question of whether the 
Second Amendment also applied 
to the states.

Immediately after Heller, sev-
eral Chicago residents including 
retired maintenance worker Otis 
McDonald filed a federal lawsuit 
challenging the city’s long-stand-
ing gun ban. The Chicago-based 
federal courts ruled that the Sec-
ond Amendment did not apply to 
the states and local governments, 
setting the stage for the Supreme 
Court to decide the question it 
left unanswered in its Heller de-
cision.

“Today’s decision marks the 
beginning of a new era of civil 
rights litigation as laws and regu-
lations that infringe upon and 
violate the individual right of law-
abiding Americans to keep and 
bear arms, protected by the Second 
Amendment, are challenged,” 
said NSSF Senior Vice President 
and General Counsel Lawrence G. 
Keane. “As the trade association 
for America’s firearms industry, 
our members make the prod-
ucts through which our Second 

Amendment rights are realized. 
Just as the First Amendment pro-
tects and shields newspapers and 
media, the Second Amendment 
secures constitutional protections 
for our industry.”

NSSF filed an amicus curiae 
brief on behalf of McDonald.

For more information and 
commentary on today’s ruling, 
please visit: WWW.NSSF.ORG

Firearms Industry 
Responds to Mexican 

President’s Calls for the 
U.S. to Reinstitute its Ban 
on Modern Sporting Rifles 

 Following calls by Mexican 
President Felipe Calderon that 
the United States re-institute a 
ban on modern sporting rifles, or 
so-called “assault weapons,” the 
National Shooting Sports Foun-
dation (NSSF) -- the trade as-
sociation for America’s firearms 
industry -- issued the following 
statement:

“While we respect the work 
of President Calderon to willing-
ly take on his country’s powerful 
drug cartels, we are disappointed 
that he, in the name of security, 
would urge our Congress to re-
institute a failed ban on so-called 
‘assault weapons.’

“Let’s be clear, semi-automat-
ic rifles, demonized as so-called 
‘assault weapons,’ are not ma-
chine guns but modern sporting 
rifles that are used every day by 
law-abiding Americans for the 
shooting sports, hunting and 
home protection. Since 2004, 
when the Clinton/Gore ‘assault 
weapons’ ban expired, modern 
sporting rifles have fast become 
one of the most popular types of 
firearms for law-abiding Ameri-
cans to purchase.

“Firearms that Congress 
would label “assault weapons’ 
are functionally no different than 
any other semi-automatic civil-
ian sporting firearm. They shoot 
only one shot per trigger pull, 
no spray firing as some allege, 
and use the same ammunition 
as other guns of the same cali-
ber. What differentiates modern 
sporting rifles from other guns is 
cosmetic; for example, the type of 
stock on the firearm.

“According to the Depart-
ment of Justice, so-called “as-
sault weapons” are rarely used 
in crimes (less than 2 percent). 
Furthermore, the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
has established that banning 
firearms and ammunition have 
no effect on crime levels.

“Some 29,000 firearms were 
recovered in Mexico in 2008, 
of which approximately 5,000 
were traced to U.S. sources. That 
means more than 80 percent of 
the firearms recovered in Mexico 
were not traced to the United 
States. Furthermore, according 
to the ATF, those firearms traced 
were originally sold at retail 
not recently, but on average 14 
years earlier. This is completely 
inconsistent with any notion that 
a flood of newly purchased fire-
arms are being illegally smuggled 
over the border into Mexico. And 
let’s not forget, no retail firearms 
sale can be made in the U.S. un-
til after a criminal background 
check on the purchaser has been 
completed.

“In recent years as many 
as 150,000 Mexican soldiers, 
17,000 last year alone, defected 
to go work for the drug cartels 
- bringing their American-made 
service-issued firearms with 
them. It has also been well docu-


