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Breed Profile

The Clumber Spaniel
By Dennis Guldan

If you are at a spaniel field 
trial or hunt test you probably 
have one of three breeds of dogs 
an English Springer Spaniel, 
and English Cocker Spaniel or 
and American Water Spaniel. 
There are a handful of other 
spaniel breeds but that is the 
mainstay of the participants at 
these events. Not to say I have 
not seen wins by Boykins or 
Welsh Springer Spaniels in the 

Master field but they are much 
rarer. 

When I was sent the picture 
of two Clumber Spaniels with 
pheasants from Richard Kulas 
of Stockon, NJ I knew it be-
longed on the cover of Bird Dog 
& Retriever News… so it is. 

The Clumber Spaniel, even 
though it won Westminister a 
few years ago is one of a group 
of forgotten Spaniels along with 
the Field Spaniel and the Sus-
sex Spaniel. Not being seen 

at field trials or hunt tests and 
having many field titles will do 
that to a breed, yet they are still 
fine dogs.

The Clumber came from 
a common spaniel ancestor a 
thousand years ago. From that 
one type of dog many breeds of 
dogs have descended. 

Queen Victoria wrote in her 
diary, on October 16, 1840, the 
following: Walked out directly 
after breakfast before Albert 
went to shoot. He had his 7 fine 
Clumber Spaniels with us and 
we went into the Slopes, with 
such a funny old Gamekeeper, 
Walters, in order that I should 
see how the dogs found out 
their game. They are such dear, 
nice dogs. 

 In the late 1800s as the 
breeds were being established 


