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teresting breed. It is one of 
the oldest of all retriever 
breeds. It was developed 
in the 1840s fifty years 
before the Labs hit the 
retriever scene. It has 
been known to be a jovial 
breed that does not take 
anything too serious. And 
to place Master Hunter 
titles on such a breed is a 
major feat.

Rosemary force fetch-
es all her dogs. Her pro 
does the collar training. 
She trains between two 

and four nights a week, every week that weather allows and she is not 
at events. Last year she ran in six field events. Add to this her show and 
obedience work she does on all her dogs, she’s a busy and dedicated 
dog owner.

And it is not only in the field that Rosemary is known. She has also 
won winners dog and winners bitch at the national specialty. And her 
pups are known to be versatile too. One of her pups needs one more pass 
to get a very rare VCD4 title. The Versatile Champion Dog level four is a 
title available to all dog breeds. Includes testing of agility, obedience and 
tracking. Only a handful of all dogs registered with the AKC have every 
achieved the title.

So without question, Rosemary has proven if worked on, the Irish Wa-
ter Spaniel can compete and be competitive in all levels of dog events.

I asked Rosemary to tell us a little bit about the Irish Water Spaniel. 
Rosemary agrees the Irish is a playful breed that sometimes has problems 
taking too much pressure in training situations. Some of the dogs can be 
soft. The Irish can be known as a single person or family dog. Her dogs 
sometimes don’t want to go for a walk with Rosemary’s kids, if Rosemary 
is in the house. Though they make great family dogs, they do not make 
great kennel dogs. Rosemary prefers to sell her pups to experienced dog 
people, who understand you must be firm and consistent in dog train-
ing.

As far as the curly hair, Rosemary clips her dogs about four times a 
year and the field coat stays in good shape. They also need a combing 
about once a week to keep a nice coat. Irish Water Spaniels are not small 
dogs, expect them to be about 21-24 inches tall and weigh about 45 to 
65 pounds. 

Rosemary keeps a list of people interested in puppies and breeds 
when the list gets to the right size. This fall she plans on having a litter. 
Pups will go for $1000 each. A great looking rare breed dog that can 
pass a Master hunt tests are rare. And litters like this don’t come by 
very often. 

Get a hold of Rosemary if you are interested her number is 763-
389-9111 she’s good people. And has an incredible house that looks like 
something out of Lord Of the Rings or Hansel & Gretel.

Dennis Guldan hails from New Brighton, MN


