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Meet The Breeder

When I look to do an  
a r t i c l e  o n  a 
b r e e d e r  i f  

I find out they are the only 
breeder with a certain hunt-
ing title on a dog, they have 
my attention. Well that 
is the situation with 
Rosemary Sexton of Re-
alta Irish Water Spaniel 
Kennels of Zimmer-
man, MN. 

As kennels go Rose-
mary has a small one 
with but three dogs. 
Two of three are show 
Champions and run in 
the field. She has had 
six litters over the past 
fourteen years, so she 
will never be called a 
puppy mill. But Rose-
mary has done a tre-
mendous amount with 
the dogs she has.

I met Rosemary a 
few weeks ago when 
I went out to a Lake 
Country Retriever Hunt 
test to snap some pic-
tures. I try to visit Ju-
nior, Senior and Master 
Hunter fields, to meet 
a variety of people and 
understand the tests better. 
When I pulled into the Master 
Hunter field I noticed Rosemary 
exercising her Irish Water Span-

iel Nova. I had to look a second 
time. What was an Irish doing 
with the elite group of mostly 
Labs running Master Hunter? 
Rosemary’s Irish had a Senior 
Hunter title on her Irish and 

was running Master Hunter. In 
fact she attempted and passed 
one leg of the Master Hunter.

To give you a clue on what 
it takes to pass Master Hunter, 

we are talking about a test that 
can take two days to run. In-
cludes such things as honoring, 
diversions, triple marks, both 
upland and water work, eight 
separate bird retrieves. It’s not 
something you are gonna take 
a dog from a backyard and 
pass, these dogs are the top of 
the line. And Rosemary Sexton 
put the only Master Hunter on 
a female Irish Water Spaniel in 
the breed and a leg on a second 
dog. There only two male IWS 
Master Hunters, in the U.S.

I got talking 
with Rosemary at 
the test and next 
thing I knew I was 
at her home talking 
about her kennel 
and the breed.

Rosemary has 
had Irish Water 
Spaniels  for  14 
years. She has had 
ten litters in that 
time generating 10 
show champions. 
She not only run 
field events she also 
runs her dogs in the 
show ring. Rose-
mary does not hunt 
so her mentor for 
field work is Rick 
Stawski of Fine 
Line Retrievers. 

I need to com-
mend Rosemary 
for doing the field 
work. Most breed-
ers who do not hunt 
would ignore the 
hunting titles, not 
Rosemary. She’s in 

there with the best of them train-
ing her Irish’s in all aspects the 
breed was designed for. 

The Irish Water Spaniel is an in-

Queen Of The Irish
By Dennis Guldan


